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 Selfe-Murder.” 7 | 
All they who are guiltyofit, 
Apprehended, Tryed and on- 8 
demned in theſe ERM os. 
Preached at Rochford in Eſſex not jor Ng: 
before his death, by that able, faith. Tg, | 
laborious, Miniſter of ſeſus Chriſt ; Mr: William © 
Fenner B. D. and made publick by one orbi: 


unworthy fellow laborers. 
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PRO. I. e Becauſe. 7 have called, and ye 
fetched our my hand, ani no man regarded. . 
But ye hve ſet at veughy all my counſell and would none 5 epr00], i 
„J dlſo will laugh at yout calamity and mock when uur ar commeth. *y 
RN 5. 40.43. And ye will not come to me that ye myht ave Life, 5 
J am come in my Fathers name, and ye receive me not, . amt * 
all come in his own name him ye will receive. CET 


Felle men Domine miſericerdie tale eſt de a 5 ul; 
eft velle tum de med a4 te re verſime. Gul. Pariſ. de Ahe, 
Dix. 1g. og 

Quid agit liberum arbitriuntBreviter reſpondeo ſalvanee.. 

Bern. de Lib. Arb. e GY. 
Non velle in = 55 poſſe — 
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# ELD, \ 


The Right Honorable 


ROBERT RIC H Baron of 
Leez in Eſſex, and Earle of War- 
wick, abundance of ſpirituall bleſ-' 

ings in Jeſus Chriſt, 


= Au] being upon a Thabo 
FF| propheticall wing(for jy Ss 
DE the Lord bad powred fic infal- 
upon him, not onely ciolyofit. 
24a Apoſtolicall but 4 * 
Propheticall ſpirit) doth foretell 
in the 2 Tim. 3. 1. That in the lat 
dayes perilous times ſhall come, 
Thoſe who arc full of carnall ſelf-* 4 
4 3 lowe, 2 5 
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love and unthankfulneſſe will „much F 
increaſe the danger of this laſt Age } 
of the World. ( The Lordroote 
up all ſuch weedes out of our 
hearts.) 

God hath I hope given Tour Hon- 
our ſuch a meaſure of love to the 
publique, and ſo actiwe à ſpirit to do 
good to others, as will helpe te 
leſſen the danger of PA evill 


times. And I would beſo thank- 
full for favours receiyed, that I 1 


might not be ranked among this 

aiſhonourable Catalogue which here 
Faul ſums up of ſuch as make bad 
times worſe. 

It is your Honours bappineſſe 
aud aduantage(as it was once ſaid 
of the Dk of Guiſe in France, that 

obligation, upon al) 

that you can ingage very many, 
end amongſt the reſt, I myſt 
N ever 


a kinde of ſucriledgh ky 
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cer acknowledge ay, le Ones: 
who! in one of the greateſt turning: 


Þ of my life, by the good bend of 


God..npor utde in your free . conſent. 
al uoble bounty have had ſo much 


comfort in the veareſt and dearrp,,,...., » 
M relatiom, that I never ente iu, e.. 


gp 
1 


any other; "bus. finde matter of 
everlaſting praiſes to God for bis 
Fackel to my. ſelſe therein. And 
eing under fo great obligations, 
when I can produce nothing of 
my. owne worthy your acceptance 5 
I take leave to act the part of 2 
fe to this happy Birth 
which may call your Honour Fa- 
ther „ as will appeare by the 


| filing Letter , that ſt was ££ 'E 


tixeately intended for your. G wig "NP 


all age; And 1kywer 2 by 


that baly 4 ine from voni 
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much your owne. It joyes the 
ſoules of mee and many more of 


your praying ſervants that they 
have fo much occaſion” to prayſe 


their God on your behalfe , for fo. 

many able and faithfull Miniſters | 
of the Goſpell of the firſt , ſecond 
and third* magnitude, that your 
prudent , fatherly care hath fixed; 
where you, as Patron,have beene 


truſted. 


. 13 Oh the many Chariots: cine 


I 4+ 


borſe-men of Iſrael, that your noble 
Father and you have brought 
triumphantly into Eſſex ( herein 
you did happily Patrizare q the 
Lord continue the like care 10 
build and repaire his houſe in theſe 
who ſurvive you from Generation 
to Generation, that ſo your houſe 
may ſtill bee bonorably Juppor: 
"ted. | 
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as br againſt the Hungarians, 
\this.vow'to, God., That 


ifs abe Lad would give him vic. 
ty ugaunſti bis enemies, hee would 
Purxe his Conmtry from. Simony ; 
which at this: time mightily a- 
boundedo therein. Mee wam men 
unh an” beroicall zedlons dif- 
12 ⁊tion in England. 
Ohthat all Patrons were inore 
inindfdl of theiv high truſt ; then 
ms would bt ſo often be- 
tray the ſoules of people by 
putting off à friend &c. with 
a living to ſome(unworthy Chap- 


Line Doubtleſſe chete.ismany ny 


a Anmel creatire roaring: in Hell, | 
tucſing: covetyws:Patrons/as well 
as unfaithful Poftoi /; Fot whoſe 2 | 
Blond Can part at Teaſe; Py they's mov 


ry i Sele egg 2450 
one Henricus Awceps, when hee fest. „ 
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many of 

great read - jgneranit and 
ing, who 

wil under- 


ale te aathelenſt df lnb nee hun- 


make it ap- 


pears, rhat repcnietl.of wille hee bemdychn 
niſh feaſts nally. Huren yi JING 4 


avant <0 ooh wb: in ill Mor 
gabs Header Bene liber d und Jaga 
Se. Jo's 10 thetracly Frevdrond un 
Cher Feats OF] Glapb >Maiber->Hooker ik wha 
war. e h ſenging Hine lau j ur in H | 
amb gay W een) eln tgoivibe 
de Perſararcb hy thai: Cx. flame 
I fflamine: & af. Canterbury. Yi Hee 3 
— Jurclamyi fon. thes r ag 

ine» Arch aug hin Childreig G. Tn 22 
feet _— ons ASP! better d 


of good Vi 
| - intention, 2E . ex 
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* arme to prey re Sant 
Beſiege Heaven with your? unn 
| © Li leſcit wearied: 1mportunities,: that the 
e Aab pf: rhe Gbſpell, which yo 
Fubu. „ habe provided for tbunſuuii may 
bogiaur om exenlabving: Sd 
aryl Andthat you feaſting? xp4 | 
emsþcirddmicd, may bee fas an 
. und. your 1e. | 
n ftedtf, in 29 3 
| tine,  andwmoveable; 
| Phil. 29.10 4 Ruith aid reer GP 
1 . tob many habing put dd enn 
2. 4 + cehning: Faith  hawe:mane' Ships 
lat. ahrathe ) en and mbtes- 
bouñdingbis che url of 'thit 
Hord, foraſatinithi an jou er 
_ Leber it not ipeuine inthe Lord” 


_: Ms thrbii Arche grace of Chit 
a Hall bethe earneſt Prayet, of 
Er him who is dr 2 
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170 the Right Wachtel my 
be ch Honored. d Sir 
Tn. e 


* 


Have been often thinking Ski ro 
I end oh ar Taft this Then, 
which Thad lately treated of in "the 
P Pulpit, "came into my winde ity of 
infinite aſe and neceſſity,” and a truth 
little examined; conſidered or layed to 
heart, yet » mur woe los eee ary fer bu 
miliation'to 'all the chien ft Ove; 
and of great weight forthe malige 
world guiltleſſe before God. I had 
thought to have ſent it to my Lord of 
Warwicke' for bis ſubciſive howers; 
and i you judge it profitable after 
your peruſall of it , to commit it unto 
kim from me, yon ſhall de well. Jan 
or) to bear of ſuch a worthies ſicl® 
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tomfort 
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eſpecrally TbeL or be ner 
— ——— pg you aß 
you" *plenus. | 0 
ſerg.in in cealum.t tedire th at's lth 
hype chat Huſh yo, {nd ſo Icom: 
men youtothemardeſhs 0 that 
able ſo keep you, end te TOR ER 
vou in the Fond fetus, 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, who ©: © 
defirethtoboldfaſtthe forme of fougd _ : * 
words in faith, and love, which is in 3 
Chriſt Jeſus, and to advance Free- | 
Grace, aboye Free-will 


oſs admirably wiſe and father- 
ly hath been the Lords care of 
his Churches iz all acer; and 

= when there were falſe Pro- 

phets nder the old Teſtament, the Lord 

had his-Jeremiahs to confute them, whom Jer. 28. 

he made a defenced City, an Iron. pil- 

lar, and brazen wals againſt all oppo- 

ſition. When the devill ſtirred up Hym- 

meneus, Philetus aud others, to nnder- 

wine the truths ofthe Goſpel in the times 

of the new Teſtament ; the Lord rayſed 

and accompliſhed his Pauls to confound 

hers alſo. You ſhall finde when the, Tim z. 

Churches of Chriſt are in a wilderneſſe 20. — 

ondlition, and the Sepent caſts out of 

Us mouth waters as a floud after the wo- «x. 

zn, that is multitudes of unſound andes 

ereticall opinions, the eartb * 
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A A the woman, and opened her mouth, and 
Ze Learn ſwallowed the fleud which the Dragan 
M. lead caſt out of his mouth: ht ig, JeſusChriſt | 
1 3 et* had thoſe here that did encounter and 
Boke on overthrow all falſe Doctrine, with which 1 
the place · #h@devill by his Agents endeavoured to 
poyſorn and deſtroy the Churches. Beſides 
the foure general councelt, namely, that of 
Nice. when Arrius a Presbyter of Alexan- 
dria denying that the Son of God was 
1About 4. cnſubſtantiall with the Father, and that 


. 330- 
under there was a time when he was not,) was. 


mens confuted, and truth obtained a vickory there 
38 Cod ſtirring up many learned men to op- 


AN. 
Poſe him. 
2 About 4, And in the ſecond, that of Conſtantinople, 
D:38z un- when there was a Macedonins who called 
8 the Holy Ghoſt a creature, many were able 
by the power of truth to confound him. 
About A. And the third when a Neſtorius who de- 
Pp u yed that the Virgin Mary could be called 
er Theog. - , | ; 
the ſecond, The Mother ofGod,providence ordered it ſo 
ne Nec that then a conncell of learned Biſhops and 
«>, but Elders at Epheſus, ſhould blaſt that opi- 
xt ; 9 . 3 
289. nion. And when an Eutiches, (who in 4 
Aut A. D different way from Neſtorius, who de- 
476, under ; I k h 
Martians. #£yed the perſonall Union of the two Na- 
Cucrden® tures inChriit ) wouid have the huneang of 
Natare ſo ſwallowed up by the immenſity 
® of the Divine nature in Chriſt, that there 
| Was 
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” __ Ti theChritnam Reader, ©: n 
v onch the "Divine Nature in br,, 
vl another comntcell at Calreubm overthrew > 
Bay, at i LN Nia AIRS! | 
Goll bud variety of champions to conteſt Cent.z. 
witb the maſt ſubtill, anidprevailingaduer- 
to ſariesʒ from band io hanil particularly when 
les Y there was Manes & Manichæi who reich. 
fe the old Teftament, aud iffirmed' that 
- wan fell not by voluntary defection, but 
as i of neceſſity, becauſe man's body was made 
bat „f the prince of darkwefſe ( wherewith 
145 Ml Auſtin was ſevered before his converſion) 
ere he Lord bad Chryſoſtome ard others to 
p- WW hinder the ſpreading and prevayling 
'W 0f zt. 
le, ** there was an Arrius, who de- Cent.. 
ed | nyedthe Divinity of chriſt, there ſpnuld 
le be an Athanaſius rayſed to overthrow 
him. Totes 
nber a Macedonius 10 oppoſe the holy Cart g. 
A  Ghoſt,then a Baſil to break bim. Denne 
ſo then a Pelagius to advance Free- i 
d will, iuto the Throne of Free:Grace, P ago ate 4 
f- then God would rayſe up an Auſtine, in auglis | 
a ( that great light of the Church in his e 3 
time) to depoſe that, aud to reſtore this to m mantis | 
is crown and dignity „  effulinfum- | 
AS.) This Pelagius was borne in Britan ts 3 
tie ſame day that Auſtin in Affricz a e 
he was the firfs preſumptuous adwan- n,, 
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moſt ex- 


few an l;hewiſe cow md in'the Synod: of 4 


ad arnunii 


lianus , and Cæleſtinus, 18/4 eK 


E 5 who did clo oſely defend. Pelagiani/me- in 
2 %u (Baokes: of Eree · With! The. Churchy., 
ö 1 ea have d Falgentiny ;' and Petins 
. him. Le 


| ele nae/ap? * 

| op fee ee WII. ſor go 1 5 

Things in every ad. Thur pes eqmtfemmed: os 

in the councell of Carthage, — A: 
Sndeed to ſave hinelfe he EQujvocdte | 

in the word, Fine  46hnowledging\ N JB. 

naturall,. an exciting, 4rd nter comers 1; 


grace. This Doctrine 


Paleſtina, 1 200 Tearr ages, and ther- 
in Arminianiſme I il il heſort it was borne. 
by the ſtrength ef that place, a Ti ing q 
I 


g Thi Pelagius had bis Scholers \ 


worlel not then laue: Auſtin without ſome. 
Diſciples, 10 conflict. with thoſe ( av. 
Chryſoſtome had his 0ecumenius,and Mg. 
Thedphylact his Pedidequi,, hi fol- dye 
lowers ) fo wu there: a Proſper, and Ned 
Hilary Arclatenſis;, 10 encounter the the 
225 cory lian, and Semi- pelagian in 


eee Regi- 
IVA moſt ſußtill adverſary ) 4 Biſhop Nick 


fen 
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EY. ſentence was then given againſt Pel 
Orange. In the general, that their opinions 
touching free-wil and free grace, were 
not agreeable to theCatholique faith. 
Further, about the yeare 850, one Jo- 
hannes Scotus (not he which wrote upon 
the Sentences, with ſo much oppoſition a- 
gainſt Thomas Aquinas but an other) 
wrote 4 Books againſt Prædeſtination, 
which the Church of Leyden confuted with 
4 godly and learned book. 8 
When Godeſcalcus a mart of the Lom- 
Countries, is reckoned in the number of 
this age, about the yeare of eur Lord ga q. 
Becauſe he ſpake of Predeſt ination perilouſ= 
E, to wit, That thoſe who were pr e- 
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Gods predeſtination, were forced to do 
well: and thoſe who were predeſtinat 
ed to condemnation, were forced by 
the decree of God to do evil, mas reſiſt- 
ed by Hincmarus axd other learned men. 
' This inſectious errour Pelagianiſme 
ſpread into England, where it was apt to 
take the deeper rooting, becauſe Pelagius 
Ihimſelfe, by Birth, was a Britaine: But 
be Lord rayſed learned Bradwardine, 
reh biſhop of Canterbury and ſome others 
o appear inthe cauſe of God andof Free - 
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deſtinated to Life by the decree of - 
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grace endo fortify the Churche again] 


4% Pelagians, whor Auguſtine call 
nimicos gratiæ dei, and F ulgentius, 
aſa iræ dei. 1 
4 fterward⸗ the ſubtilty of the Ker pe 7 
inſinuated himelfe into the Garden ofthe 
Church by the wit and learning of Fau- 
ſtus Socinus ( another Infauſtut F auſtus 
in Poland, They who have opportunity ta 
conſult Soeinus bookes de Miniſterio; 
and the C aechiſmns Cracovienſis (a moſ 
Subtill, and dangerous books ) ſhall fins 
there the ſeeds of Arminianiſme, their 
Helena, there to be conceived ( howey 
Molina and other Popiſh Authors contend 
as once the _ ſever Cities did who 
Homer mas) their Media Scientia. The 
will grant 4 Divina Præſcientia, but de: 
1 deeretum Divinum to paſſe upon al 
things, leaving the will is is ſelſe to pradug 
its own acts, which indeed is us leſſe, tbes 
a degree of Atheiſme, ſetting up the ſeconk 
cauſe into the throne of the firſt. Here 
and in diverſe other things the Armin 
ans do tread in their ſteps , as will appea 
to thoſe who examine Peltzius his book, 
the Harmony of the Socinian and- Ar- 
minians Doctrine. 7wifh that book went 
in Engliſh, it would make many bluſh nos 
adayes to ſee hom incogitantly (I hays 
| 1 
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tht i; the worſt in many) they bark 7 
runng themſtlues into the Tents of Soc. 
nians ind Arminians, and kirow - not 
row hom hanorably to retreate. | 

| 4 bout the yeare 1570, when Pe- 
trus Baro 4 French nan, had infected 
Cambridge with that diſeaſe from 
Frence, ( you ſee ſpirituall as well as y,,,v. 
bodily evils have come from France) Prix ant. 4 
and one Mr. Barret who aGed concurrent- m aniſm, 
ly with him: but then God giving tber be 
Heads of Colledges with the Vice- journey . 
chancellor 4 pry dent xeale to oppoſe it a ume. .. 3 
they ſent up DoFor | indall and Decor bieſſed foul 3 
Whitaker, to complaine to Arch-bifhop returned 
Whitgift, which hegot that Uſefull book ite 
bf Articuli Lambethani.* . . reſt, have-.  # 
ing not long before in an admuable concis ad clerum, Crigltiy called. 
his Cyzne4 Cantio ) di covered and conſuted the chiefe points of 2 
Arnintaniſme therein. 

The Leaven came then into the Ne · 
therlands, and ( as learned King James 
ſaith ) Arminius was the firſt that in- 
fected Leyden with the Pclagian . 
Hereſie 4. He was a ſtrong, and cleare on e 
parted nat ; and as it is faid af Ori- culled Her 4 7 
gen Ubi bene, nemo melius : ubi ri, 
male nemo pejus, ſo there are ſome ex - 4 nm RG 3 
bellerit diſcourſes in his Workes , andepeag. Red: | 
others 4s deſperately oppolige 10 the I 
Cananart of. Grace, ſhattering all tha 
+40 1 linkes | 
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1 of the Er b tine of our (as. k 
vation, which in the great evill of Ar- 
8 | minianiſme. From 4 young ftudient,, 
5 3 Junius præſaged of him, that he wouldl: 
5 be a very uſefull, or moſt pernicious in: 
| ſtrument in the Church of Chriſt By | 
this Junius ( when the Lord had con 
verted him from Atheiſme, by read 
wN ing the beginning of the. firſt Chap®: 
a — ter of the Goſpell of John, wherein 

Who beth he ſaw ſuch majeſty, that 2 1 
in an ear. that the N. did 3 e N 
alto) the e anti- 


* againſt the 15 es 
"Nj As avout the fame 2 7 
20 ou liebt, Mr. Perkins - 
whom the Lord made a YRcus byth 
of Papiſts and Arminia, andy 
more cleare and condeſeœ i op ” bs 
coveries of Chriſt, made the dkep 2 
myſteries of ſpeculative, and the hea®* iy 
venly ſecrets: of pradticall Divinity,” 
to meete in the pulpit ; and all this 
in a little time ; (for he lived bus 
bout 44 Yeares., being borne: 5 . 
fellor) in the firſt an od. dxeg in * 
Queer Eli ROT Ow 
* ein a little time? * 
: 1. 
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thoſe that have been rooted oui, and throw- 


ing them over the wall againe. 3 
Now he made uſe of Barnevill in Hal- 
land, to bring Religion to ſerve State 
purpoſes „ and ſo carried on the Armi- 
nian deſigne there. Theſe differences a- + 
bout the power of Free- will, and ſuch <. -M 
things as hang upon that ( for there 3s y* 
the primum movens ) ow came to * EF 
reduced to five Articles, which begate they £ 
Conference at Hag, Auwixt both par- ane 
ties ; which reported both by Bran- 
dius, and Beftius. hk 
About thit. time came up the name of As the 


5 pi 
Remonſtrants, 4 the name Proteſtant name 
Proteſtant s 


bad ormerly. Whereupor Doctor Ames given firit 


once Fellow of Chriſts Colledge in rothe prin- 
ces tree 


ambridge, but in Docłor Charyes & 

* ä 32 Cities of 
me then Maſter of that place, it grew Germany 
% hot for him, hee not complying with bit ſought 


he preſent Ceremonies , and having 2 
'r ached a Sermon at tbe Univerſity Diet ar 
aagainſt playing at Cards which ypio, 
1529. 
„ vt then be borne _) was by kom them 
ve ef Divine Providence paftedrous 
arried ni arts, where (as 1 
3 af © / = . * CC 1 
 Fuftine ee and place) he, 
__ id graple Mie Patrons of Pret- it wa 
K. ud , + IN h effect 
4 An 0 468 Al * is Hal c 
oh 1 5 35 ference 


, 
— 3 413 
8 * 


gyn d of 
Dori, A. D 
4518 


rothe N e 
ference "Y Hate, 2 as it i. fer forth by. 
Brandius J writ that no ſt excellent 


Bertius, 


Booke of his Coronts. But fill Arm- 
nius hzs diſciples ated to their ntmoſt 
Grevinconjus , 2 d}hers fo 
diſtratted thoſe C Churches „ tht ben 
was a nereſſity of calling a Synod which! 

od gave them as a happy remedy, Auno 
Domini. 1618. 

0h the unwearied activity of advers 
* ſaries to the cauſe of Chriſt ( which 
ſhould make others bluth to moye 
ſo heavily in aflerting the Doctrint 
of Free- grace) before we could under« 
Fand what the Anti-remonſtrants in ib 
Synod at Dort fully intended, wee hal 
from the Remonftrants Acta Synods: 
lia, 4 Booke indeed that required u 
Ames to anſwer it ( which he hath dont 
aſt learnedly , where yew have May 
num in Parvo, à great ſoule in alin 
tle body, great deale of forme ih 
a little matter ( as in his Bellarmin- 
us eneryatus ) that being done by th 
Fraternity with the concurrent iudlendicur 
and quinteſſence of the beſt wits among 
the Remonſtrants. 

About the.yeare 1627, Mr. Mortagut 
a than ef great learning, andbeins back 
ef by 7 the" then 1 Duke of Buck 


— Ingham 
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ingham , opened his Armtinian 0 and I | 


had almoſt ſay4 Popiſh ) pack, when 
the Lord uſed Biſhop Carleton, Doctor 
Featly, Doctor Preſton , aud others, 
& happy inſtruments to diſcover his ad- 
uſterate ware. 

Lately. there ſprung np a new broode 
of ſuch as did aſſert Arminianiſme, 4s 
Dutch Tompſon fellow of Clare - Hall, 
Mr. William Chappell fellom of Chriſt s 
Colledge , (as the many Pupille that 
were Arminianixed under his tnition 
(whether by bim or no, he beſt knowes jbut 
men are more confirmed in their ſuſpition 
hereof, ſince they heard of his anſerabls 
actings in the Univerſity in Ireland) 
but ftill as in Oxford, when there was 
any danger of ſpreading Arminianiſme, - 
whether in Ack, Bookes, or Sermons, 
they had there Robert Abbot, T wile, 


Prydeaux , ard other workes to ſup- 


preſſe them; So in Cambridge God guvo 
#5 lately Davenant and Warde, who 
did vicłor ĩouſiy enter the liſts with the 
noſt confident adverſaries of Free- 
grace. And that bitter weeds could never 
take deepe rooting in any of theſe three 
Kingdoms, and thrive very fruitfully ;® 
There was in Ireland à moſt learned 
Arch-Biſhop.Ulher to cruſh it there. And? 
4 4 4 
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have done their parts ſucceſſefully in 
Scotland. But alas Arminius 20m 
apprares amons ſi us not ſs much in the 
Schooles and Pulpits, 4 in popular 
meetings. | 
For as Lanchius . complained with til 
much regret of the Sulteran Ubiqui- 
taries , that hee found them ubique, I. 
everywhere to vex and moleſt him, ſo t 
> Tim . h wee grieve, (O that we could with I. 
24. brokenneſſe of heart bewaile it) that our Wyo: 
Univerſalliſts, are almoſt univerſally 
ſpread among ſt ws ; It is gotten into our 
Netherlands, uch into the Fennifh We: 
and Mooriſh parts of this Kingdom, We 1 
yea amongſt many people that love Ieſus ICl 
| Chriſt, and therefore entertaine it, as ln 
conceiving it moſt for his Honour (the Wm: 
more are they to be pittied, and to be w. 
iniirudted with a ſpirit of meekeneſſe 5, | tic 
Hew them by Scripture evidence this is Hef 
not Gods way of advancing Chrift, and Wa 
zen recover them) it is now in popular | [it 
ehands, wee neede ſuch worthies as the 
Author of this following Treatiſe (bleſ- 
eſed be the Father of mercy , the Foun- 
| taine 


2 


* Wtaine of every good und perfect gift, for © 7 
Bl bas and many others fruitſull labour s) 
who may condeſcend to parley with 
pore Chriſtians at their Tables, in their 
Shops, to follom them at the plow (45 
Reverend Mr. Greenham was wont te 
doe) endeavouring to reGifie and re- | 
duce them. | «+ 
He knew how to deale wiſely with ſub-fuluns; 
tile adverſaries, that he might have the vun 
duantage againſt them rauts l 
gore advantage ag bem, grants 
them as much as he could with conſiſtency 
to his owne principles , that fo he might 
the more eaſily confound theirs ; Onely 
ou will be ſo candid as to confider that 
herein hee ſpeakes ad populum. And 
there fore as the ancient Fathers, 6 
ten nſeth the liberty of ſpeaking like 
4 Preacher rather then 4s a DoGor of the 
Chaire. 
I reckon this 4 very ſtrong argu- 
ment to confute the power of Free- 
will to any ſpirituall action in a gra- je..1,, g. 
tious manner, the woful/ experience 1 
of mine owne wretched heart, being 7-8 
uaturally jo deſperately wicked, oppe- 
He to any ſpirituall good; But this will Now 
not convince others ( onely by the ® 
way I would know how it comes to paſſe, 
if Arminius Doctrine bee true that 
| | We 
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we have Free-will , to chooſe that; 
which is truly good, why Armini 
ans are not all very good men ? will: 
not this bee an aggravation againſt. 
them at the dreadful} day of judges 
| ment? 
Eecleſ. 12: Therefore the Lord is moſt admirabl 
. gratious in giving us ſuch Maſters of 
the Aſſemblies to faſten ſuth Scrip- 
ture truths 4s may hold us faſt and 
cloſe under the Covenant of Grace. 
He was a bleſſing to the Colledge when 
he was fellow of — Hall 28 
cambridge ( whith hath bin a fruits 
| fall nurcery to this Church, and an orna- 
ment 1 the — and after 4 
1b. 5.35. burning and ſbining light in Stafford. 
Hire; He delighted nmeh in preathing 
in an Evangelicall way, from plac 
to place, as pitying many poore pinin 
feduced foes — Clue and 2 
perſtitious Miniſters. The Lord fil 
their heavts ,- with compaſſion to them, 
who have power in their bands to ſup- 
pl) them, that ſo mill ions do not periſh for 
want of viſion. | 
v Aftermardstbenoble Earle of Wars 
wick fixed him at Rochford in Eſſex; 
where hee did ſpeake and doe great 
things tothe honour of Free Grace; 
Th He 
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O that we who are left behinde in 
theſe conſlickinz times could more pun- 
Fually and cloſely follon his example; 
It is not ſtudying the groundleſſe fop- 
peries of Popery, nor the immerſing our 
minds wholy into ſome dry diſputes 
concerning ſome externalls and formes 
about Religion, (s too many do now 
4a dayes being engaged in a party) that 
will ſpiritualize c or our hearts ſo zzuch 
Studying and Preaching over the Co- 
venant of Grace; The myſterious and 
Heavenly ſecrets of the Goſpell rightly 
opened and wiſely applyed, will by Gods 
bleſſing breed a Goſpell ſpirit in thee, 
leave a gratious tincture «pox the ſpi- 
rits of Teachers and Hearers; where- 


4 poſſibly for want of this,there may be 


a legall tartneſſe and ſeverity in the 
Spirits and Tongues of able and good 


men. 


The gratious and powerfull Lord who, 


onely teacheth to profit , annoynt all his 


Saints with that holy un@ion that they 
may be able to diſcerne of things that 
_ eee differ, 


| differ : 4 to 2 105 
truth and error. And that he may to this ; 
and other happy purpoſes, bleſſe abunds. 
antly this ſauourly acute and ſolid Treas. 
Hſe, ſhall be the earneſt Prayer of him, 


Cho is thine in and for 
\ e Lord FJeſus. 


A Table of the 
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He ba why the wicked Ae 
come 0ut of their ſins, it not _ ; 


N cannot ( though they cannot 
120 will not, 9 * 9 
7 Demonſtrations to prove ik. 5 
Abe XY 4 think they have power to repent ff mis 
"not d do according to their thoughts, ** 1 
5 not try whether they can repent or no, p. HET 2 
925 uſe the belpe which God offers thinr, P-10 
** not uſe the power which God 2 
* 
We 2825 worſe by the meanes offirded them. 1 
ot it voluntary, pA 
content with their cannot, p- 15 
he firſt ground of the Doctrine. | 
20 man can do more good then he dub, and ſhun 
More evill then he doth, p- 17 
This appeares by theſe following 
conſiderations. 
4 „ a man can do no more then he doth; nothing can 1 ca 
' bjndes bim, but bis will, ibid. E- 
a man can do no more then be does, and yet will 2 
not, be muſt needs voluntarily binder bimſelfe 
from daing that which be cannot, p- 18 
Tf a man will not do that be can, neither will bee 
that which | _— if be conld, p-19 
420 of « or be can, can or can- not, 
; all 


Ys L * le. 


8 15 mw hin at bie will, "Io 0 
% If a man will not doe i at which be can, this mil 


make a Mans conſcience when it comes to ſake 


4 in joke duh, delle for bi peri 
5 P. 

- eArguments to praꝛ the firſt Ground, N41 : 

t Argus Becauſe God doth complaine againſt the wicked for 

| the voluntary doing u more good then ubey 2 


2 * eauſe ot lern iſe there were no roam for a” 


RS 


diſpraiſe, 7 
2 Beau ſe there waild be no roottte far ibe 2 1 
the Magiſtratez 
4 FÞBrcariſe though 4 cqrnall man cannot Put File T, 
manzyet it is nat hit nature to commit thi B 
this time and in this manner, 401 


5 A wiched man dan do more good, c. Becauſe ⸗ 
godly regenerate man may avoide more ſin hs 

he doth, p · 21 
The rund further proved by particulars, e 
1 Part; The will bath dominion over all tlie ontward ad 

of the members, P-2 

2. Part. Every man bath naturall ecki ions in tin by 
which he may die more then he doib , and * 


more evil then be datb, p. ⁊⸗ 
3 Godbath given to ever man naturall coim ſell, and 
natural Reaſon and Prudence, * p· 30 


4 Theti ic firſt in order which is natural, and after. 
di that which is firituall, auduſ a man ſeich 
"oe ſt ick at c will: not, p31 


The ſecond Ground. 
2Ground. Every wicked viz i flothfdll 4nd. negligent 
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Fixe d 5 Abo; ogg 
e 1 Damon: 
EET bes 9.35. 
He makes every little difficulty s camot, when as 2. 3 

nothing but an impoſſibility is a cannot. p,36. | 3 
A ab man turns bis very abilities i into canndts 3 


2 37p © 

8 He doth voluntarily naile him folf untoeanuts,p.38 4. 

— He punch forth by balves that power _ = 5. 
ath, 

1277 Fre 25 more in a wicked man then by * 25 Concluſt: 

[ of „gsi he putteth forth, p- 40 

24 Six Arguments to prove this. 


Ie a ſigne it is in him, p- 40 | 
id Becauſe when God doth convert 4 finner, be dub I Arge. 
* not put in new powers and faculties into the 
eule, ibid. 

ben Becenſe bee can ſbew as great power otherwiſe, 2 


h 71 

KFBecauſe he can ſbew is tos when he lift, x 42 3 

485 Becauſe the rod is able to whip it out of him, p- 33 4 

. 26 Becauſe be can do an hundred times more when be 1 

TY # pledſed, P-44 

Dun Becauſe be will ſpem it in Hell, viz. Thatitwasin 6 

27 him to ds more then he did, 

and 4 wicked man will not ſet himſelſt fo ; uſe at; ** 3 Ground 

e30 means that he may, 

7A wicked man may uſe the meanes that Get, 5 5 emonſt, 

tick pointed. as meanes, 

2-318 Becanſe 'tis the very nature of meanes to 1 4 Ar. 
teen ones can and by cannot, 

Becauſe God doth not exbort men like a comp a7 2 
e and ſtone i but 4. men thos are Aal 
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3 m or vere rea l, p. 
« — Gods offer of bit kingdome to the mb 
eri, 
5 Becanſe Gods reproofes are very alt, 75 
Concluſi Hir condemnation muſt be willfull, that wi 55 
| xſe all the meanes, 
CA Proved by three Arguments. 7 l 
I God will not belpe that man by a miracle to go the 
bath legs to go, and will not, ibid. 
2 . will not hate a farthing of the price be ſets tha 


p. 59 
3 Git will never be brought ous of bis walke to ſhew 
. thee any mercy or give thee any graces - p.68 
Concluſi; Gads Kingdom cannot be obtained without 8 dilis 
gent uſe of the means, p-36 
Reaſons of it. 
3 Reaſ. Becauſe heaven is an end, and an end can never 
gotten without means, ib 11 
2 God hab annexed it to the meanes, tid 
3 Every ſucle muſt give an account before God bow be E 
hath uſed the meanes, p. 63 | 
4 God will not ſet up another dore into beaven for any. 
- man in the world, ibid, -: 
Further proofes, and encouragements to 7 
| uſe the the meanes. 
1 Some of the meanes that God bath appointed, you i 7 
may do them without labou”, p- 64 8 
2 Come f the meanes that God bath appointed are | } 
| . _ eaſter then them, bid. 
3 Some of themeanes are eaſter yet, ibid- « 
4., Some of the meanes of grace, its hardento omit wow 7 
"bento uſe them, F. 
Same of the means grace, he they hard er 9 7 
ben hard, they are not impoſſible for you to uſt, p. 66 
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Obiections. 1 Fn OE ES 
; The ſirſt Objection dramn from the Scriptures; 1+ -c4+ 
which ſay they cannot, ROE AS . 66 ; Obj ef; 
The Scripture ſpeaks of five cannots,1.Of a naturall , 
cannot, 2.0f s deliberate cannot,3.Of 4] udiciall 4 
cannot. 4.0f a componnded cannot, 5. of a bumbling 
can. ä 7 . 12 
Thou wouldſt(as thox pretendeſt) but than can ſtnot. 2 Object. 
Perhaps its the will of thy conſcience, aud not the wil Anſw. 1 
of thy beart.2. May be its a copnlative will, Re- 3 
pentance and ſome luſt, godlines and ſome luſt. 3. 2 
May be thou baſt a woulding will, this is no will J 
but only a velleity, . May be thou baſt a generall 
Hetaphyficall wil bit to come to particul ars there 
thou wilt not. 5. Iban haſt no true will, becauſe if 
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thou didſt will, ibon conldſt. 1 
; 4 Thou d ſireſt to do it, hut art not able. 20348? 
id. Ii bo can tell beſt what is in ibee God or thine owne 3” fo * 
ich bert? x r 5 
be Wl But the reaſon of thir miſtake if, I. Thou haſt puta. - E 
63 I tive er thinking deſire t, ihou think'ſt thou deſire ſt, 4 


m 2. Thou haſt ignorant deſires, 3. bau haſt wanger- 

id; ing deſtres,and therfore thou art miſtaken, my 

Thon reſolveſt and baſt good purpofes , but oh thon 4 0b:.8; 

s canſt not performe them. p.79 e 

on Theſe purpoſes thou ſpeakeſt of are only willings for An TY 

54 the futnre,1.becauſe its only toſbuſfle ofthe willing | 

re i for the preſent, 2. This will for hereafter is no will, 

d. becauſe its goes without G.ds. 2. It is no will, he- 

d. caxſe thox ſpalt miſſe thoſe ſuppoſitions that bon 

m. | willeſt upon. | | 

F irſt tha ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalt have fewer temptati= * 
ons bereafter, 2. Thou ſuppoſeſt thou ſb alt be fitter 
bereafter. 3. Tby will for here afterii n will but 4 
mhelery. b Thon 
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| 7 8 Oje l. Tho laboureſt to ſerve God and to be ſaved. | 1 ] 
 Anſw, Lit ibis labuu- for grace and He. 0:4, ben thou Ig.  N 
le boreſi ſo id.ely:wherefore thy impenitency is wilful, \ 


thy damnation wil fuli, and thy ruine wilfull, pt 7 

Hence alſo it followes, 1. That your deſtruction iu F 

from ſeif,2. T our deſtrucl ion 14 juſt, -Þ Tour ge- . 

ſtrudi ion i incxcuſable. . our deſiruttion is ana- S- 
voydlable, 5. Tour deitrutiio is pittileſſe, 6. Tour ; 

Ge ſtr uc uu if grievous. v8 7 

: Application. | 6 
Der. Thau canſt never le humbled unles thou believe this Ml Th 


Ot in- tut ha man is never bunibled as long an be cæcuſet 1. 


ſtruction. birſs!f.Now p.84 1 
1 Excuſe. Firſt , ibou excuſefi thy ſelfe for all Tran ſgre ſſiom 2. 
: beſides original, | ibid. 31 


2 Excuſe. Nw thou excuſe ſi thy ſelſe from originall ſin ta 4. 
Lord I would be without ſin, but F cannot, p. ” 
3 Excuſe. Nay thou excuſe ſt thy ſe'fe fur every ſin : ibou id M To 
5 all thy ſins to be nothing but in firmities, p.86 4 
4 Eacuſ. Ny thou commendeſt ih ſelfe mure then Gad, p. 87 11 
5 Excuſc. N iy thou can ſt not jo much as pray to God fir a M Ad 
| will : thou art ſo proud that thou concetve . than 2. 
haſt ibat alre 24, p- 88 ba 
6 Excuſe. Ny thou lyſt all the blame upon God, p- 89 tr 
3 Verwn. Pirſt, becauſe you caſt the blame upon nature, itt 3. 
| my nature and F cannot. By ibid; rea 
„2 Demon & condi y, ibiu di ſt caſt the blame upon temptatio Ny 
_ Its ny hard hap to fall upon temptations, p. to 
Tbird iy, thou layeſt the blame upon the Times, 1 5. C 
times are very bad, p i 
mn. ourthl;.theu layeſt the blame upon this Command- ¶ you 
7 "2 ment, If it were any Commandement, but ibis, 7 
would do iti, . ibid. 11. 7 
7 Demos. Eifi bly,thou.l-yeſt the blame pon ill fortune, 2 


3 Demon. 
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„Nu, fixtbly thou findet fault with all Gods pro- 6 Demon. © 
ul, i ceedings, P 94 -. 
815 diſcovers the deceirfulnes of thy beart, p.95 2 Uſe 


1 Firſt, tbou wouldſt very faine, if God would enable 
le- bee: but thy beart does but here lie unto God, ibid. 
a> Second, hereby thou dodgeſt with God, and tempteſt 


ur the Lord, p-96 
Br i Thirdly, bereby thou ſpuf ſleſt of the word,wben thou 
haſt beard it, ibid. 
25 Ml This point calls for great bumiliation; for Uſe 39 
ſer 1. Here lies eſpecially the pride of the heart, not it 
84 mens cannats,but their will. notas, ibid. 


m2. Here lies eſpecially the hardęing of the beart, p. 98 
d. 3 Here lies eſpecially the ſtubbornnes of be beart, ib. 
20, 4. Here lies the great ſt diſpiſings of the Communde- 
Be ments of Gad, p- 99 þ 
I quicker the thank falne ſie of the godly, ibid, Ofe 4. 0 
86 4 ſeaſanable tem to all Rebellious ſpirits, p. 100 Ve. 5. 
87 L it not enough that thou baſt willingly fallen in 1 Conſid. 
4 Adam, but thou muſt willingly ſtand out again?101 
on MW 2. Conſider the very Saints of God that have not 
88 alf ſo many will-nots as you, that flick more 2 Conſid. 
89 truly at a cannot, ibi 


ibid. 
its 3. Con ſider the more ſhamefull ones ſin is, the more 3 Conſid 


id. rea ſon to be bumbled, P- 102 go. 

1 Nay forutbly, can ſi der ther*s no greater ſhame then 4 Conſid- 

9 to make away ones ſelf, ibid b 

k 5. Con ſider if you would but vex your one ſoules with 5 Con ſid. 

Jn If this ſerious conſideration, it would make you kick. 

d- your luſts under foote, 103 

oF The danger of baſe Pleas and Pretences. ä 
id. I. This ſame pleading is the cauſe why vin are lag 
nd || and idle in the uſe of the meanes, viz. becauſe s 


LIN 


"TorheReader. 
Suffer er your bearts to plead, ob we cannot 4. it Pio $ 


2: This ſame pleading brings up an evill rai 
on piety and godlineſſe, 


3-This ſame pleading is a murmuring again 70 25 
q. d. why does God give me ſuch comm andem 
that I cannot obſerve, ibid 
4-Thu is the ſarvſieſt excuſe of all excuſer, p. 10h 
Ny fiftbly here lier the reaſon why Divines ſay th, 
the convert on of a ſinner is an harder work then 
creation of heaven and earth, firſt becauſe, p. ic 
i Reaſon Here ig the ſame difficultie that was in creation fy 
God maler a Convert of nothing, ibid, 
2 As there was nothing preexiſtent in the creations 
belpe, ſo there was nothing to reſiſt, but bere 1 
ſomething to reſiſt,the wil ul reſiſteth, ibid 
The danger of ſticking at a will-not is 
farther cleared. ; 
1. IHyou will not, Gods Mini ters have dither 
their duties, andbaveleft Jour blood on your on 
bands, p. ich 
2. If you will not, the Goſpel bath delivered its erra 
ye are gilt of your owneverlaſting perdition,p:u 
Nay thirdly, if you will not, The blood of Jeſu 
Chbriſt bath done that it came for, p. T 17 
5 4. Fycu will not you murder your own ſoxtes, ibid, 
Vſe. A feaſmable Item to the redeemed of the Lord, that 
| they take beede of will-nots. for P-T14 
We never fin againſt Goſpel, but ouely upon mil. 
nots, p-115. 
2 We never deſpiſe God, but only upon wilnots bid 
3. Conſcience can never cage 1, but only ap 
willnots, p.116 
* 4-Godcannever be angry with us, bat only er 


wil no F * 
The end of the Table: 
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On am nl IT] a DB1TO3 N. 
ml Wilfull Impenitency the groſleft 
c Sele Murder. 
EZ EC H. 18.3 1,2. 
For why will yee'dye , O ge bonſe 
7 Iſrael. 0: 
r N. in this Chapter di pute 
[t God; the Fathert have ea. 
ten ſomer Grapes and the childrens The divi-, 2 
teeth are ſet on edge, Our Father, fon of the 2 
have ſiuned, an dwe are puniſbed, aw 
. a common cavill in every natu- 
rall mans heart, when its urged. Adam fell and 
his poor poſterity ſmart for it ; if God will needs 
damne us he may, we haye no power for to 2 
help it, for who hath refiſtedbis Wil ? this is Obe, 
mans Syllogiſme. God who might ſend man tg e 
hell for an anſwer, anſwers calmly. . .. ad 
1. By abjuration, as F live ſayth the Lord, ye vils in ſes © 
ſhall not have occaſion to uſe this proverbe any ven parti- 
more as Tſraehv. 3. .___ culars. 
2. By an aſſertion, tlie E. that ſinneth it ſpall 
che, v. 4. no ſoule ſhall dye but only the ſame chat 
doch fn. 5 P i 140 "oy 
3. Byexplicat on of bimſelfe, if a man dot af 
TS which 122 bi, he 11 ee 6. if he have 
bin never ſo wicked, yet if he returned be ſoaly, 
not dye, v. 2 l. Ni 
e 8 4. By 


again 


0 
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Y * 
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© che Lord? andnotthatbe fiel nem, and Ie! 
* vert; havel any pleaſure, I appeale to all 
your conſciences, have I any pleaſure at all that. 
I wicked ſhould dye? We - 
5. Byretorting, heare now O houſe of Iſtaul 
is not my way equal For are not your wayes ras. 
there unquall. I v. . 2 5 
5. By a conoluſion; therefore I will judge you O 9 
houſe o Joe, tvery one according d bus wayer, 
3 % 


. 
2 
7 


verſ. 30. 5 N 0 
9. By 4 finall deciſion. of the whole cams 7 
der ſiezrepent and turne your ſelves, c e 
ſhall not be your ruine, calt away foi you all, ul 
&c for why will ye die, &c. 5 5 e 
Where we have theſe foure things. I * 

1. God diſclaimes all cauſe of their damnation 1 

| 


from his ſecret will, I have no pleaſure in the death 
Foure bim ibat dyeib. | _ 
| things ve- 2. He removes all cauſe of their deſtruZio from ¶ th 
 Tyobler-. His revealed will; repent and turn your ſelyes, 
vable rc. ſo iniquity ſhall nor he your ruine; caſt away, Wl *! 
| & co. 2 


3: He diſavowes all cauſe of their de ſtruction 
from his premifive will, as though chat were w 
gilty, acceſſary to it; they can have no colour or 
why they are not wrought upon; make you 6 fig 
new beart and anew ſpirit» Make the fault lie not I "it 
at his dore, no it lies at your dore 5 make-you be 
anew heart. 5 


4. He caſts all the 44% of their AHA N oÞ 


upon their n rebelliow willi. Why will ye he - 
Nat fers, ee ne 
82 8 ( 


1. What 


"Y 4 * 
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- FÞ e 88 | To jo; 
1. What is the cauſe yee live in your finnes, 
and die and periſh in your finnes ? is it becauſe 
am not merrifull? you know I am gracious and 
full of mercy and ready to forgive, why then why 
will ye die O houſe of Iſrael ? = 
2. Isic becauſe I am _ to revenge ? you 
= know am ſlom to anger, and give you a warning I 
before — you; why then will ye die O bouſe Iſraels pets 
of Fſrael ? _— * | 
3. Is it becauſe I will deſtroy you for Abaz put from 
or Manaſſes , or Zedekiabs, or Adams ſinne ? it ſelle- 
canis peccatum ſus dependeret: you know 
that if the ſonne walke not in the fathers ſinne, I 
uſe to receive him, you can beare me witneſſel 
call you to a new covenant, why then will ye die O 
t of Feel? 
mn 4. Is it becauſe ye have no Savior? you 
i W £oow that the Lamle of God Chriſt Jeſus was 
flaine for you from the beginning of the World, Ne t 1.6. 
m that you may be ſeved upon: faith. Johr. 3. 16. 
05 5. Is it becauſe ye have no power ? ye knuoẽẽwi 
5 offer _ grace and power and yewill not have it; 
| why then will ye die, tc. a 
* 6. Some Authors alleadge five nbier more, 
why will ye, &c. Is it for this cauſe or that cauſe 
or that? or what cauſe is it ? no cauſe on Gods 


eee 2 


ds 2 2 * 3 5 a Fo gi: 4 3 r 5 
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| bat wilt thou not be made clean 
* * , 5 e * BE 
- : * BY 
Preſuppoſetions not to be miſtaken. *« 5 
* 6 
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1. Its true that a wicked man cannot repent nor be 

— converted ot himſelſeʒbut this cannot only do's not 
0 be mi. hinder hin, if a wicked mans cannot oniy did hin. 
un. dier him, he might excuſe himſelf before tlie triba 

| nall of ¶ briſt, Lord thou knomeſt I did my beſts 
would have bin ruled by thy word, but I could 

Lice: ali- not; I would have bin humbled and reformed 
quis cum better then I was, but F could not; If a wicked 
ee mans cannot did hinder him he might excuſe 
. oh 4 himſelfe thus. But alas he is not able to ſay thus! 
des ; ramen Without peremptory lying. Lord, could not chuſe 
quodin hoc but do wickedly, Iacted moſt wretchedly, but I 
vel illud could not otherwiſe chuſe( though ĩt was not in 
Ihen ex thy power not to be born in originalbfinne) yet 
abatur ex 9 81 | 
enn libero Who neceſſitated thee to commit ſuch groſſe 
a:bitrio cd. actuall ſins.) In Prov. 1. 29. they bated knowledgey 

- ingit, unde they did not chuſe the feare of the Lord. They did 
AN 2 not uſe any liberty of will to chooſe that which 
— many was good. What was it becauſe they cauid not 
Ag pur. r. no, for albeit they could not, yet that was not 
gu · 23 · the cauſe. No they would none f vy caunſell 
Atr-3-reſd they deſpi ſed all my reproofe,ve30. Marke, the rear 
al. Ag. ſon, why they did not chooſe, was not 
ferm. becauſe they could not chooſe, but becauſe they 
would not. W l 

I Its true God doth. not give them pumer t6: 
Þ believe; and to be renewed; but can they ſay 
2 Preſup- though] wouldſe riauſiy, God would notꝰwere they 
5 able to ſay thus ?though I d ſired it hearti iy, God 
would not give me grace, then they 2 
82 b Clone, 
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eee ee 
toloitr to caſt it upon God; I won, but God 
wonla n. But they cannot caſt it upon him. 
How ofttn would ] have gathered thee together even 
as the Hen gatbereth ber chickens but thou wouldeſt 
zot ? T would ſayd God, but you would not; May13.37 
nay how often would ] but you ud nt? 
Mat. 23.27. Though God be not fo willing * þ 
as to give them all power to believe, and be 
faved,yet he is aforeband with them. 

Its true, if the wicked ſhould will as far as 
they are able to will, yet their will were not 3 Preſußp. 
able full out; but this doth not excuſe them, f 
becauſe God alwayes reſolved to be aforehand 

. with them. Indeed as in Mat. 25. 29. God gives 

his ſervants this rale by which he ever goes Mit. 25. 29 
towards them; unto every one that hath ſhall be 

given, and he ſhall have abundance ; ſpeaking 

of things in eod:m genere. But to apply _ 

it to a man in the ſtate of nature, is te-ſay 

grace is given according to workes, which. is 

the very dreggs of Pelagianiſme. Vet how ever 

all, this is a moſt encouraging intimation. Let Facienti 
any man uſe the power that God gives him and 7d i ſe 
ne ſhall have more: As he that takes paines eP des ſa- 


hey TORE 
for learning: As he that uſeth meanes to in- 5 
8 * @ 


ing 


creaſe his eſtate, may find in ordinary provi- Er. 

or dence the band of the diligent makes rich. He that p,oy.10.4 4 
TY uſeth a penny well makes it two-pence ; hee & 10. 2 
he that uſeth two pennies very well, makes it a © 

groat. | 

LA . So that though there be not ſach an Infal- 

<> tibilis nexus, that God hath bound himſelfe in 

ll ee of our naturall abilities to ad ie ſupernatural 

„ee, yet undoubtedly he will never be warit- 
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5 ing to promote any good works, till men aeg, A 
or contemne.And this leaves men wholly without Y w 


excuſe, and ſhewes it is not their cannot, bn 
their will not, which betrazes them to their: 
ſpiritual loſſes 3 namely their wilfull rejedingef 
Gods gracious offers. 2] 
4 Preſup» Its true God gives the wicked hut ane Talem 
: when he giveth his children foure, two at the 
leaſt, but they cannot ſay he is auſtere, reaping. 
where be ſowed not, gathering where be ſtrewed 
nat. No, There's the ſame proportion between: 
one Talent , and gathering one more, as there 
is betweene two, and the gathering ol two others 


&c. 
Vou know that they are ready to complain 
as Chriſt ſhewes it in the Parable. Lend, Is 
«bat thou waſt a bard man, reaping where thoy 
haſt not ſowen, and gathering mbere how. ba 
not ſirowed ; But ye re r alſo the Lord 
anſwer. Thou wicked and flaathfull fervent, 
&c. Mat.25.26. Marke, he caſts the blame 
on his wilfulneſſe, that he weuld not 
paines for to trade. So the wicked complain 
alas God hath not ſowen any poner of rover: 
Fon in my heart, and will hee looke for to 
reape it ? This is anſtereneſſe and harineſſe of 
dealing. Oh thou wicked and ſloathfull ſer- 
vant, &c. Why didſt thou not trade with the 
Talent that F gave thee ? One Talent ſhould 
beget one, as well as two beget two, &c. But 
I gave thee wit, and thoubariedſt it in theearth, 
and haſt bin eartbly with iu. I gave thee hnow- 
ledge, and thou haſt hid it in the garthy. and 
nat graded for refarmgeion according to its No 
: as 
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"FF les true, that if one wicked mans mill be m 5 Pug 
a willing then another, it is not from bimſalſt, 

2 

ge 


but from God, For what haſt thow that 3 1 Cord. 7 . 8. 
uot rrerived? 1 Cor. 4. 7. Its God that 2 "0 
— gp man to differ from another in : 
xy and to be better then another. One 
man isa drwthard, and another is bet- 
| &c. One wicked man is more wilſall, a- 
een — is lefſe. Its God that makes this dif- 
ere FF ference; yet notwithſtanding ite his own fault, 
erg that he isnot ſo good as his neighbour, eſpeci- 
cially when he tits under better belpes then his 
— — The men of Nineveh ſhall rife up 
_ this generation, and ſhall condemne it, 
mT 99 atthe preaching of Fonah, 
a greater then Jonab it here. See, 
Eee was worſe then — 
a great way; even in 
and aſhes, — roms 4a r not. I grant 
it was Gad that did make them do more then 
this generation doth do. For all would be 
alike wilful if it were not for him. But yet 
this generation cannot plead in Judgement, 
Lord thou waſt not fo gratious unto us, as to 
Nineveh,No. Jeſus Chriſt expreſly telleth them. 
Nineveh ſhall riſe up in judgement againſt 
them.g. d. Nineveb was not ſo wilfull as you- 7 
Nineveb would, but you would not. Our S- 4 
vin Chriſt aſcribes it to their milſullneſe, that 4 
they ware not ſo willing as Nineneb. Nineveb TY 
wonlhbut you woald not. Thus you ſee the 
— ved age” which Ibeſeech you member as 
—_—— N you miſtake us. B . The 


Mat. 74.41 


* A a, 3 2 FRE n | * WY 1 9 
Pol. 'The"teafon why the wicked do: not zepent n 
$4 f 7 . „* . . „ 
3 come out of their ſinnes, is not becauſe they cannot 


(though they cannot )but becauſe they will na. 
Peter ſaich to Anania why hath Satan filled aby 
heart to ly to the holy Ghoſt, to keepe back part of the 
AQs 53 · price of the Land? was it not once in thy power? Be. 
| fore thou did(t promiſe, twas in thy power whe-! 
ther thou woulaſt promiſe or no; did any ar 
thee to promiſe?and when thou hadſt promiſed 
did any ſqueeze the lie out of thy tongue that 
thou ſhouldeſt tell a lie to the Holy (Ghoſt : did: le 
any drag thy fingers to the money and force th 
thee to handle it? no, thou wouldſt lie, and thou th 
wouldſt finger it. p. 
NI Demonſtrations to prove this. - 4 
1 Demon 1. The wicked thinke they have power, and Wl re 
x The yet they will not doe according to their 
wicked thoughts. What's the reaſon, they preſume roy 
have paws repent another tinie, but becauſe they thinks) 
to iepent. they have power ? what's the reaſon; they 
hope to repent on their death beds, but beau 
they thinke they have power ? or atleaſt that 
they are able to beg power of Chriſt Jeſiu. 
Now by their own thoughts God will convince: 
them, that they do not give over their ſinnes, 
ll fre becauſe they will na; like the ſluggard yer a 
wil mongers little more ſleepe, yet a little more ſlumber, yet 4 
the 2 little more folding of the bands to ſleepe; the ſlug- 
why they do gard, he thinks he can riſe time enough, and 
25 2 do all his buſineſſe ere night, though he lie - 
il nor;0u; Iittle longer. and therefore does he preſume 
oftheirown to lie a while longer 3 So thou art lothto 
mouth will come out of thy ſinnes yet,; time enough yet 
God can. thinkſt thou, thou haſt ſecret thoaghts thou 
dem them <= te e Roa Cargo | 
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unhappy” youth may malte a good old man, and 
a young Saint am old Dei ll. Hence it is that 
the whoremaſter he car plead, did ndt Dauid 
commit adultery too ? as though he could yet 
up agaĩne as well as he; the drunkard,was not 
Noab dun ; as though he were able to re- 
pent as well as he. The Theife on the Croſſe did Luke 23. 
not he repent at laſt gaſpe ? as though he could 4. 
acl ſhift as well at laſt”; ſo they thinke they can 
id: leave of their finnes for a need, arid therefore 
ce WW the reaſon why they do not, is onely becauſe 
u'll they will not. He that thinks he hath a hundred 
pound of his own in his purſe, and yet will not 
give a poore body a halfe penny : what's the 
reaſon he will not open his purſe to give? 
| becauſe he cannot ? No, he thinkes he hath it 
nd can; but he will not; ſo the reafon 
why thou art not reformed, is, thou wilt 
Ly th | 
2. Demonſtration, becauſe thou doſt not ſo 2 Demis 
much as trye whether thou canſi or no. There. They wil 
fore thou doſt not ſticke at a cannot, but a will not ny. 
not ; when a maſter bids his ſervant carry a 
ſack of Corne to the Mill, I cannot ſayes he; 
but cant you tryſayes his Maſter, cannot you 
go about it?no he will not try; why then he is 
wilfull; if his maſter ſnould ſee him ſwetting 
and ſtriving to carry it, it were ſomething, then 
he would ·ſay he ſtuck at a cannot; but when 
he will not be at the paines to try, heſtickes at Fe 
a will not. So thou ſtickſt at a will not, thou * _ = 
doſt not every dag in arenam diſcendere ſweat | 
at good duties, thou doſt not ſtudy and labour 
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thy Houſe, thou wilt not go about itzand theres 
3 
Nay its one whet u hat power yes 
Tentante; Or no. To what end ſhould God g ive hs 
eien pawer ? for thou wilt not uſe it. Nay how 
grrventre ꝗoſt thou know but when thou goelt Dan ig 
' Gre. than mayeltmectwith, though ſome pair 
; but tho wilt not try; cut down thy | 
figne,and trye, never let drinking and ſwilling 
be in thy houſe and trye, ſet up conſtant holy! 
conferences and #rze 3 frequent Prayer in thy 
Cloſet and trye, &c. But I have tryed againg 
and againe, and yet it will not do; every day: 
try though, ft orehro aries, alias alind jeceris, 
though thou haſt thrown the Dye a handred 
times, yet next time may be thou ſhalt throw 
a good caſt ; But thou wilt not try. I would 
have healed Babell;but {bee would not be bealed. 
The field of the i othfull is all grower over with 
Thornes, and Nettles had covered all the 
face thereof , and the fone wall thereof was 
broken down, Prov.24- 31. whats the reaſon 
he hath nota good crop ? becauſe the ground 
would not beare it? no, how does he know? 
he will nn try, hee will not plow it and ber 
row u, and need it and manure ze, and for. 

| i, he will nat try, therefore tis becauſe bee will 


not. | 
Demon: 2 Demonſtration, God offer; thee many geod 
The? ines of power, I will helpe ches and I wit 
helpwhich inable thee, and hm wile wot be belp:4, God 

God offers. caſts ; 
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ing, 


A ONE Por - Be | 

{ends you good motions every day and 

but ye will not; when a beggar will not he 
helpt, why does he ſtarve 2 what becauſe he 
cannot chaſe? no, he ſtarves becauſe he will ſtarue. 
O fayeſt thou, 1 do heare the ward and I can- 


not heare it better. I do pray dayly and I can- 


notpray better, 8c. thus thou retorteſt upon =. 
God.as the wipreſicable fervent, LO, abere, thay Bua 
aſt that is thine; Lo, here's theę beſt fayth thy 
irit helpes me to, here's the beſt obedience, 
hy power nobles bh &c. Lo, there 
thou hat chat is thine , thou halpeſt me with 
no more. I was not able to do better, quoore 
potes ber dicere & (ayes Guker, with What Gice 
canſt thou fay-thus ? is chis all that God lac 
offred to ĩnahle thee ?ab thou wilfull creature 3 
The Lord hath offned to helpe thee: to a 
thouſand times more, but thou wouldſt nos be 2 
4 Demanſtration, God hath not only offred And wt 
thee power to do morx, and thou wil nor va 8 
N 


* be nr 


Az, ALS oh & 2 * * A LE IKE 1 8 2 
n r — ot: GS 9 5 5 R 
. 8 N 83 Bs EEG, Fe 8 en, ied R r 
WIT.” + io 4 > Was o Fs, 1 F £65 * Tex TH ene vg: 2 : 
« 5 2 1 1 - - 2 0 ya 5 Rind of * 4 Fx We 3 % + . > Wo 2 
4, y - 4 
* 2 


4 


Prov. 17; 
16. 


* 16. 2 


TR om ſervant, thou, and why couldit 


ne ye oo ay way 0 dl 40 NY 
not, is becauſe thou wilt not; God hath given 
thee one talem of pomer at che leaſt, why doſt 
thou not put it out to the merchandizers r and 


The power that God hath vouch ie 15 
thy talent. Why didſt thou not — — 
the utmoſt ? every Sermon gives th 

power, a new price ? ſo every good coun- 
ſell gives thee a new power;whiat art thou bets 
ter? every bleſſing thou haſt had,gives thee a 
new power, wherein are thou purer ? does God 
give thee but eyes, thou haſt more power to 
glorify him, then he that hath not, &. Every 
mercy belps thee with new power, but wherein 
doſt thou uſe it? God hath given thee good 
memory, how haſt thou ſtuft it ? meanes and 
maintenance: how haſt thou honoured God?; 


why, cc. thine own conſcienceaccuſeth thee; © 
thou haſt waſted his goods, waſted them upon r 
belly and back;, which have devoured more 4 
thoughts then ever his worſhip could have; ' 


thou haſt waſted them upon thy credit in the 
OP and thy pleaſure, and thy luſts, and 
flelly defires. How is it that I heare this 
—— 2. Thou ſhalt heare oneday of this — 
mall watthword, give account of thy 


5e thou mayſt be no longer ſtemard. What — 


not do thus and I could not de chat; where 
are my goods that I lent thee ? give account 


for thy memory. Lord,'Fremember this and 


e 
c 
: 
: 
thou talking of thy want of power ?T' could 
2 
? 
; 
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that Tale, this and that Bawble; thou evill and 
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hou. hot remember my Commandements as 
ef; well 2 give art for thy wit. Lu I have 
Contrivet buſineſſes, bargaynes with it, I have 
ind jeſted, quirped, been inerry with ĩt ; thou evill 
„and unproſitable fervant thou, why wouldſtt 
chou notbe witty for God and for the good of | 
thy faule-?- &c. God hath given a great deale ft 
more 2 then ever thou hringeſt to act, and 
the thou art ij. 26 © 
5. "Demonſtration z: the; more power thou 5 Deion. 
haſt to vepent, the mdre thy mill i againſt it. They _ 
& MW The: more meanes that God doth: youchſafe; grow.. ... 
o the more Praching, alle mone knowledge,the dere by | 
y rmore repioofes, the more inlightnings- abe 
b more power tho ha ſt ta nepent, the mre thy will E 
ii againft it. Bernard ſayes ſuch a one is à per- Ben, "I 
| verſe man, that God is feigne to ſaꝝ te, quid : 
Feiam tibi? what _ I do; pay 1 O 
20 Epbraim mbat ſhall; I do. uno thee for thy : 
WM tightcouſneſie' goes away like the dem. Haſ b. Hob 6. 4 
N 4. The more meanes thou enjoyeſt. tlie more 
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* 
chy righteouſneſſe goes away; one would 
e & thinke the more the Sunſbine of the * 4- 
j n iſeib, the more your: righteouſneſſe 

encreaſe, it goes the more away; like the dew, 
che more the Sn riſeib, the more-itvaniſherh . 
; away; like many of you the more , preach- 
˖ ing you have the farther ye are off, a man 


might be acquainted with you heretofore, but $ 
| now that you have been ſoundly rebuked for No 
| your ſfins;the further you flie of ; nay ſome ... 
you that were ſomewhat forward hertofore, are 
' | mockers now; ſome of you that were fomes + 


what towardiy heretofore, are more 
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did not leſſon it, nor inibezele it, but one] 
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A Meat! thou hadſt it once, and thou haſt wf Port MW. 6 
impotency it, thou hadſt Lands and Meanes and coins. kj 
ming in; but chou — * it it at the le a. 
huouſe; thou haſt d ic on the game i 
houſe. Tus thy rannot is a volnntary can+ thi 


nnr; caieſ# eauſt eſt cauſa canſati 3 thy will i 
was the eaſe of =. and therefore thy 

will is the cauſe of thy not giving to the ye 
poore. I carihor reade ſayes one; and no mari i th; 
vile If I be ignorant; but thy Parents would I ter 
have ſet thee to Schoole, and thou would(t If lu. 
bea crewant, therefore thou aft willingly ig · 10 
nraniil cannot remenibet a Sermon ſayes ano - ¶ yo 
ther, no wonder though I repeat it not in ¶ (yi 
my Fumily, but forget ic as I do; but thou ¶ up 
World, or liaſt weakened it with drinking, it f 
alu choreforethou art wilfuily forgerfietl, r. [6 
The improfitable ſervant was chat had to 
layd up his pound ſafe in a Napkin; her 


layd it ap; and yet he was curſed becauſe || car 
he did not dal! quirmyadd ſayes Wot. | tos 


hee was carſed becauſe he did wor dowble: bi 
ere =" 


117112 
ESE we | 


> 


? 


what 
hee did not double his abilicies, and there- 
fore he was 5 thou doſt not only ner 
bg abilities; but thou def? leſſen them. 

"inabled ther co do many a 

ad n we thou art not able, thou haſt wel- 
beghy 0 leffened thine 2 5 now then thou 
not excuſe chy elle that thou canſt not, 
— 1 a 1 OI. this canne em thy 
elfe. ; Thou canſt not weepe at a Sermon but 
chou couldſt once; thou canſt not reſiſt ſuch 
a · luſt but theu couldſt once, and thou haſt 
willingly brought this cannot en thy ſoule, and 
cheeſe this is all the caule becauſe that thou 
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7. Demonſtration, may be chou canſt not, 7 Demon. 
yea , but thou art contented with thy baun, 
thou canſt not be holy and thou art con- — ace 
tented not to be, thou canſt not cnacify thy con 
laſt, and thou art contented with 2h can L 
n, nay thou would ſt nat be able. Sir, I tell 
you how you may put up this injury if you 
will but Sir you ſhall not make me put it 
up 1 8 not be 2 2 as it was 
with de rate Fudab Taba lous to be Jen 3.34. 
* o, ee thou loveſt to be 
ſo ; were a man in OA ind how let robs 
to get out, yet if he be contentedtobe there 
7 cannot get out , that . is not che 
reaſon. of his ſtayi — but bes will ae; thou thou 
canſt not walke y and holily, 2nd hou 
* to have n ſo, what would you have _ 
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that 1 lay down tii 
truth. ( Scil.) | „ 

Ihe reaſon why a wicked max doth not turne um- 
| 20 God, it not becauſe he cannot (though hi can 
227: butbecauſebe will not. A 
Ilie cannot ſay this at the day of judgemem, 
Lord, thon knoweft I left everey fine that 
I could ; and I tooke all the beſt courſes 
that I could to become a new creature, but 
] could not. A wicked man ſhall not᷑ be able 
3 to ſay thus without lying. The man in the 
BR +: * Goſpel that had not on die Wedding garment, 

WE > could hee ſay, Lord, Twas not able to gotg 
tbe ſbop of the Goſpel toſeeke one ? No He wat 

fpeechlefſe, Mat. 22. 12. God ſinds out the Hypo- 
crits;chiongh but one, and when ont diſcov:- 

red hee is confounded and filed Wh the 
guilt of his own wilfulneſſe. 
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The firſt Ground. 
he ficſt ground is this, which is obſerved 2 
1 by our learned Divines at the Synod at Dort, 722 
namely, „ 
Every man can do more good then he does, and poſi. 
ſbun more evil tben he does, though I confeſſe not 

in 4 gracious manner. If I can provethis to be 

true, it will neceſſarily follow that the reaſon 

why a wicked man does not returne, is not 

becauſe bee cannot, but onely becauſe bee will 

not. 


Arguments to prove it. ; 
1. Conſider, if a man can do more then he 1. Conſi. 
doth , nothing can hinder him from doing Every 
more then hee does but his will; when the fire man can 
can burne more, it doth burne more, becauſe 40 ** 
it hath no will to conie between the power of fes doth. 
mm; Prirning and the a& of burning to ſuſpend it. 
nat The fire is a naturall agent, and therefore 
eg burns as much as it can: but a man is a vohen- | 
dur tary agent, and therefore when he can do a thing , 
ble and does not, tis becauſe his will comes be- 
the Y tween to ſuſpend it ; So that the reaſon is this, 
, be will not. Pilate hee had power to cracify 
zr6 Clriſt, and power not to do it; John 19. 10. 
mas he had power not to dõ it, why then does he 
po: | crecify him ? not becanſe he had no power to 
vdo otherwiſe, hee confeſſes himſelf hee had 
the pour to do otherwiſe, but he crucifjed Chriſt, 
Ii | becauſe hee won die ſo, When a man hath 
HORS Fs a things rt to ds a things 
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{ Conf.2, 2. Conſideration;that ra man can do more 
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can lool e that God ſhould helpe you todo that Þ 
which you cannot; if thou doſt all that thou 
canſt, for ought that thou knoweſt, Chriſt 
though he hath not abſolutely engaged him- 
ſelte,ftandsar the Church ſtife, there ready to 
helpe thee. There be men in the World whim bee 
is reſolved to belpe ; thou doit not know bit that art 
the man. Chrift hath not told cher any chin 

to the caxtrerj, but only hebids thee do'wh 
thou canſt ; canſt thou not cut off thy long 
haire ? are no Sizers able to cut it? haye not 
you a Tongue in your heads ye thatkeepe diſ- 

orders in your Alchouſes ? canns 1 get 
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you hence ye drunken gon anions $00 
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bee you exits. 8 
not do that which you can, — 
. arth bixde jour 7 Phe from lain 
which yon cumot; 7 could not — 
Ai ner Linder a cloſe Achan from 2 
2 medgeʒbut when it was taken and known; 
e was able to make him an 5 Foſhnah 
he faſted and cryed unto God * . < 
night, that the Lord would mercifully ſave ; 
bin and all Iſrael; Now heare what — the | 
Lord gives him, #5 thee 3 ſayth he, why 
lyeſt thou here? Joſb. 7. 10. Iſrael bath fone, 
go and execute 4 go and do that firſt, and 
then T will anſwer thee about Ai; for if Joſbuab 
dyould not have done what he could, the Lord 
would never have helpt him to do that which 
hee cculd not. So thou prayſt for mercy and 
grace, oh that God would convert thee and 
pardon thee 3 pet thee up He God; doſt thou 
ſtand praying for mercy as long as ſuch things 
and ſnch things are not reformed ? thou haſt 
drunkenneſſe in thy houſe, go and reform that; 
thou art in league with a ſort of baſe —_— | 
and reform them; if thou wilt not do tha 1 
which thou canſt ; how canſt thou be ſure _—_ 
God wi helpe thee to do that which thou oy 
canſt northo thou ſtickſt at a will not, as long as 
thou reft;ſeſt to ds that. 3 
3. Collider if a man will ant do ibat which cal x: AF 
biz ein, "ikither will bee do that which be cannot e 2 
f bee cou; the fervant'thit will not go pve 
| or ſix niilef in a day which he can for his Matter, 
neither would ine go a hundred miles for bis ; 
Maſter if ber tletd ; you that can reforije outs i 
S 2 | EY. _ 
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wardly;atleaſt it you would, and yet will u 


neither would you reforme more if you could; 
ye have money in your purſes, cannot you 
ſpend it better then upon ſwilling and drink- 


ing and gaming? yee can well enough, but yee 


will nol. So yee would do, had you that true 
riches, Lake 16. 1 1. yee have waturall abilities; | 
ifye will not be faithfull in them, ſo it would 


be if ſo be you had better; ye that have morell 
and civill endowments, if ye will not be faithfull 
in them, neither would you if God ſhould 
lend you more, &c. ye are able to avoid ſwear- 
ing and lying, but yee will not, neither 
would yee avoĩde all other ſinnes if yee could; 
if a man will not do that which bee can, nei 
ther will hee doe that which bee cannot if bee 
could. : ? 5 
4. Conſider, if 4 man will not do that which 


he can, can or cannot Jall*s one to bim, all ticks at 


bis will. I cannot repent and I cannot give over 
my ſinnes ſayeſt thou, and I pray thee. who 
zold thee that thou can ſt not? 1 am naked ſaye- 
Adam, and who tould thee that thou wert na · 
kedꝭſaye God, Gen. 3. I I. So may I ſay who told 
thee thou canſt not? does not thy own con- 


ſcience tell thee tis becauſe thou wilt not? I can- 
not digge ſayes the lazy Steward, and ta; begge | 
T am aſbamed, Luke 16 3- I cannot digge;-it he | 


had a cudgell about his back, it would make 
him to digge;to beg I am aſhamed, ſayes ke; he 


was not 2 to cozen bis Maſter of his 


goods, but hee was aſhamed. to b 48.1 have 
married a Wife and | cannot come, Luke 14.20. 


No. what did his wife tie his Iegges ; there 
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is Lyn in the way, Tenn go ches the ſug- 3 
gard; alas thy owne ſluggiſh wilfull* wil; are Prov. 22, 


, this cannot. Can or cannot alls one to them, 13+ avg 
nk- they never come to trie whether they'ean, yea 3 
Jee or no; the ſluggard never looks out to ſee the 
rue Lyon in the way, but hee dreamt there was one 
110 MB there, and hee was willing to believe it, hee 


would not go out to ſee; the idle ſteward did 
rel not trĩe whether he could digge, yea or no; if 
full he had taken the Spade in his hand and gon 

t 


uld ' about the worke, *twere another matter; 

ar- I cannot digge ſayes he, he never would put it 

her to tryall. but takes another courſe without 

Id; trying of that; ſo that alls one can or cannot, 

ei- if a man will not do that which he can, can or 

hee : cannot, alls one to him. 5 

Bs, 5. Conſider, if 4 man will not di that which 5 Conſi. 
ich bee can, this will make a mans conſcience when 


at it comes to fpeake in ſober ſadneſſe, thanke him- 
ver ſelfe for his periſhing;mens conſciences do but Jeſt 


ho with them now, while they can ſay tuſh tis be- 

yes cauſel cannot believe, and becauſel cannot re- 

1a. pent; but at the houreof conviction or the day 

d of judgement at fartheſt, then conſcience will oY 
axis ſpeake in ſober ſadneſſe; when I was hungry eee 
gave mee no meate (ayes Chriſt , when IT wasa 3 
ge i thirit yee gave mee no drinke, I was a ſtranger . 
he ad yee tooke mee not in, ſick and in pri ſon and yee 9. 
ke viſited mee not, Mat. 25. 43. marke Chriſt puts "I 

no carnots on their conſeiences at the day of judze- 2 i 


mentz could they ſay, alas, we had never a bit 
of bread for to do it, never a drop of drinke 
for to do itꝰ no, you ſhall ſee how their con- 
 ſcienier were mute; they could not ſay tlrat they 
N „55 could 
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| in nnes of Feroboam; chat were enoy bk Bud 


could not; N not t ye „ A * 
members as well as mock them 7 chou 
not take them into thy houſe as bare as carnall 
acquaintance its worthy obſervation to con- 
ſicer, this generally Gods threatnings do 
turn againſt Cannot nor his judgements 15 
2 „ tut > mens particular 

that they might have avayded; for th h mens 
ſinfull conſciences doe neceſſarily 8 
to ſinne yet not to this finze, nor that fas 
non determinat nec ſcario ad boe vel illnd malum, 
bie & nunc, ſay our Brittaine Divines at the Sy- 
nod. Sinfull concupiſcence does not neceſſarily 
determine men upon theſe and theſe finnes, 
with the particular circumſtances which they 
live in, as this rapine, this lie, &c. thus yee ſer 
this will make a ſure ground of ourDogrine if 
ſo be we can prove it. 


Every man can do more gend then he does,and 
avnide more evill then hee does. 


This is a molt certaine and infallible truth. 
and needs no confirmation, but I will prove it 
notwithſtandin 

Firſt, ao 4 God doth complaine againſt the 
wicked 75 the voluntary doing no more good then 
they die; what ſo much preaching and no more 
2 ſo many nieanes and 008 mare fruit? &. 

o Goa cemplaines againſt Hſrael, neverthe 
* — — from heb — ＋ 3 — 
there remained the groves alſo in 
2 Kings 13.6. the grove alſo ; what not 0 * 
as the grove ent dumme ? and yee n 


 DTTLSESS 5 


ſaida and Corazin, in compariſan of Tyre and — 
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fer the grow alſo # refortne ö 
the grove under your face? ſee how God gird-— 
etli Felt willfull ſecurity that they would do 
no more good then they did; not 1d much a8 
cut don that grove? ſo many warninꝑs and 
threatnings, &c. and yet the grovealſo? yet 
thy filthy Tongue thy covetouſneſſe alfo,&c. 
not only keep thy other luſts, but thy profa- 
neſſe Alo 

Secondly , becauſe otherwiſe there were n0 2. Argu. 
roome for prayſe nor diſpraiſe, if a man could do Tameiſ in. 
no more good then he does, nor ſhun no more poſſhile e- 
evill then hee does , then no man could hp fs Je 
prayſed nor difpraiſed ; you know that wicked — 
men and women may do many commendable preticatio- 
things, at leaſt more commendable ones then nem Evan. 
others?does not our Saviour diſcommend Berh- £*lii,ab/que 
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Bethſaids, for if the mighty workes which ramen (b. 
_ _ done in thee, 5 beene done in 228 

yre and Sym, they would have repented in 86 
ſackcloath and ite, Mit. 11 .21. might hs Oo 


at the Jeaſt? could not they have put on ſack- Hum, i- 
cloath on their loines , and powered afhes on eirco 6 
their heads if they would? they might haye [curator 


done ſo much at the leaſt, and honoured the cri 
workes and preaching of our Saviour with af Daf. prid. 
ß 80e e he leaſt. Vou D 2 - 
uch abundant teaching as yee have,yemight me. ſcient 
dende tbe e with (ore oxrmor deer 
at the leaſt ; that would hee mare comnicnd- 
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Sidon; woe unto thee Corazin, woe unto thee gratia:quia © 5 
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21 which moſt of you will nog, 1 
hirdly , becauſe otherwiſe there would bee 1 4 
no roome for the Sword of the Magiftrate; if a man 
could omit no more ſinxe then bee does , then 
what meanes our Pillaries and Gallowes, &c 
and other puniſhments upon MalefaQors? 
will any man be ſo vaine as to ſay Achan could 
not chaſe but take the Babyloniſb Garment ? cer- 
tainly he might have let it alone if he would; 
Why haſt thou troubled us ſazes Feſbuab, Ioſb. 7. 
25. Alas he was not able to anſwer, oh Sir I 
could not do otherwiſe ? No, no; hee might have 
omitted it, and therefore the Law of man is 
favorable to ſuch as offend againſt their wils ; 
it does not hang ſuch as kill againſt their 
wils. | 
; Fourthly , becauſe though « carnall man 
cannot put of the old man, nor ſhake off the 
dominion of ſinne in generall , nor deny him- 
ſelfe, but his very nature is. ſinnefull and fleſh- 
ly, hee does naturally ſinne, yet it is not his 
nature to commit this ſinne at this time, and 
in this manner; the wickedeſt man unden Hea+ 
ven goes about his ſinne with previall delibera- 
tion, and a moſt free di ſpo ſitian of the meanes ; 
the drunkard goes freely into the Ale-houſe, 
and calls freely for a Jugge or two or three, as 
his luſt is ; his Hoſt, hee freely ſuffers theſe diſ- 
orders in his houſe, and freely goesto the Tap 
and does draw it , &c. Ephraim did willingly 
wall after tbe Commandement, Haſ.5.11.-. The 
wicked King of Iſrael commanded them that 
will worſhip ar Bethell, and they did freely and 
willingly obey it. Pilate willmgly contented the 
l „ "RF people, 
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I people, and therefore hee ſcourged our Savisur, 
Ark. 15. 15. for though all this was done by 

the determinate counſel} of Gad, yet Gods coun- 

ſell put no ſimple neceſſity wpon bis will, hee did 
freely and willlinglydoity the wicked they 
mne the Grace of God into wantonneſſe, Jude 4+ 
marke, the Grace of Ged ; Grace whereby 
they might do more good then they do, and 
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| avoide more evill then they do. Its true, a wick- 


ed man is the ſervant of ſinne, and cannot hu 
ſinne, hee is naturally a ſervant of finne; of 
ſinne I ſay, but he is voluntarily and freely a ſer- 
want of this ſinne; for tbe Lordgives bim reaſon, 
and counſel!, and good mations, and many com- 
mon graces, whereby he may be freed from this 
or that act, but bee will nu, he will break out 
into theſe and theſe filthy paſionate word, now 
and then; ſay reaſon what it will, and com- 
mon grace what it will, he will do it, he will 
do this, and he will do that. I confeſſe that 
hen a wicked man is defperate and given up of 


od, then it is otherwiſe, then his will is ſo 


greedy , that hee cannot take it ; but bee is 
the more inexcuſable becauſe his will is ther 
double. | 
 Fifthly, A wicked man can do more good, & c. 
far a godly regenerate ſoule may avoide more ſinne, 
4 te bee does. Though God have freed him 
from the ſlavery of tmne, and he is become the 
ſervant of righteouſneſſe, Rom. 6.18, neverthe- 
$ lefſe they may do more good then they do, and 
% avoide ſinne a great deale more then they do; 
wat man will ſay that David could not other- 

wiſe chuſe but commit that adultery wal 


5. Argue 
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able , which moſt of you will not, 


Thirdly , becauſe otherwiſe there would bee I 


no roome for the Sword of the Magiftrate; if a man 
could omit no more ſinxe then hee does , then 
what meanes our Pillaries and Gallowes, &c 
and other puniſhments upon MalefaQors? 
will any man be ſo vaine as to ſay Achan could 
not chaſe but take the Babyloniſb Garment ? cer- 
tainly he might have let it alone if he would; 
Why haſt thou troubled us ſazes e. Ioſb. y. 
25. Alas he was not able to anſwer, oh Sir I 
could not do otherwiſe? No, no; hee might have 
omitted it, and therefore the Law of man is 
favorable to ſuch as offend againſt their wils ; 


it does not hang ſuch as kill againſt their 


wils. 
cannot put of the old man , nor ſhake off the 
dominion of finne in generall , nor deny him- 
ſelfe, but his very nature is jinnefill and fleſh- 
ly, hee does naturally ſixne, yet it is not his 
nature to commit this ſinne at this time, and 
in this manner; the wickedeſt man under Hea- 
ven goes about his finne with previall delibera- 
tion, and a moſt free diſpoſition of the meanes ; 
the drunkard goes freely into the Ale-houſe, 
and calls freely for a Jugge or two or three, as 
his luſt is; his Hoſt, hee freely ſuffers theſe diſ- 
orders in his houſe, and freely goes to the Tap 
and does draw it, &c. Ephraim did willingly 
zpalke after tbe Commandement, Haſ.5. 11. The 
wicked King of Iſael commanded them that 


will worſhip at Betbell, and they did freely and” | 


willingly obey it. Pilate willingly contented the 


' people, 


Fourthly , becauſe though 4 carnall man 
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* . for though all this was done by 
the determinate counſel} of Gad, yet Gods coun- 
ſell put no ſimple neceſſity upon bis will, hee did 
freely and willlingly do it; the wicked they 
turne the Grace of God into wantonne ſſe, Jude 4 
marke, the Grace of Ged; Grace whereby 
they might do more good then they do, and 
avoide more evill then they do. Its true, a wick - 
ed man is the ſervant of ſinne, and cannot but 
ſinne, hee is naturally a ſervant of finne; of 
ſinne I ſay, but he is voluntarily and freely a ſer- 
want of this ſinne; for the Lord gives bim reaſon, 
and counſel, and good mations, and many com- 
mom graces, hereby he may be freed from this 
or that act, but bee will not, he will break out 
into theſe and theſe filthy paſſionate word, now 
and then; ſay reaſon what it will, and com- 
mon grace what it will, he will do it, he will 
do this, and he will do that. I confeſſe that 

when awicked man is deperate and given up of 

od, then it is otherwiſe, then his will is ſo 
greedy , that hee cannot take it ; but hee is 

" the more inexcuſable becauſe his will is then 
double: | 

_ Fifthly, A wicked man can do more good, &. 5. Argus. 

for a godly regenerate ſoule may avoide more ſinne, | 

4 bee does. Though God have freed him 
from the ſlavery of tmne, and he is become the 
ſervant of righteouſneſſe, Rom. 6.18, neverthe- 
leſſe ny may do more good then they do, and 

. avoide ſinne a great deale more then they-do3 
/Wwhat man will ſay. that David could not other- 
wiſe chuſe but commit that adultery ws 
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biliter ms" deny not but God does ny y convert his 
2 gun” Ele arthe firſt, and infolibh carry them on 
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did, and | that ner r which hee did? I ar De le 
to your conſeiences yee ſoules that are ge 
When yee pray forgive us our Trelpalles, d) 
not ye acknowledge with all that ye have been; 
wanting tothe y_ of God ? Do not ye con 
feſſe it with ſhame that you have given wa to 
ſundry —— chat by the grace of 
yee might have overcome ? An that yee 30 
omitted many a good opportunity, that by 


— we 


of God yee might have made uſe of ?1 


N22 


8⁴ 


to the end,for the maine, but in parties lar aH 
hee does not fo ; but thongh their wills bee 
now free by grace, yet they may freely fine, 
even then when they obey : and freely obey, 
even then*when they tranſgreſſe; and ſo they 
are forced to confeſſ? they might avoide more 
evill then they doe, and do more good then 


r "I 


they do. 

Againe A wicked man may do more good then 
bee does,and avoid: more evill thenhee does; 1 prove 
it by induction upon bu conſcience, 


By theſe Particulars. 
Firſt, for the oxtward acts of ſinne in the mem- 
bers; thus all profane perſons, drunkards, &c. 
yee are alli convinced undeniably in your. con- 
ſciences, theſe are ſinnes in the very outward 
members; voluntat it is domina membrorum ; 
can yee ſay yee cannot paſſe by an Ale-houſe 
when yee turn in? yee cannot come unto Sermon? 
your owne leg ges they ſhall judge you; can you 
fay you eannot give over your ane | 
| ving, 
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Aſt, and ſhun more evil l then thou 

„ 14 civill Profeſſors are left — Can zr if = 
thou not get more ſtrictneſſeof walking, thor 

not for love ano God, yet for love unto y Hate 
ſelfe 2 bee more frequent in good duties for 2 
8255 of Heaney, for tor © for of Hell? chats c. 

A Fr better do them ſo then Colon 
= — hat cannot a man do for . ega dem 
bee and Hor puny ? there is e 

"F Rcligion, i i der Las, 3 
love unto himſelſe and for feare. Saal 


left thels elan, i thy ſoule on purpoſe: 1 
know this is not enough; but what of that? 
Why doſt thou not go ſo far as thou mayeſt? 
what aileth thee that thou canſt not tame 
downe thy pride for feare ¶ Gait judgements, 
and bridle thy baſe paſſions for feare of Hell? 
It is not unknowne that God hath'vowed to 
; deſtroy all the workers of iniquity. Tis not 
Es unknowne that he hath prepared Hell for ſuch. 
N as thou art, as long as thou liveſt as thou doſtz 
Thou knowſt this is true, and thou knowlt 
God will be as good s bis Word; and thou art 
not able toabide it. Why doſt thou not curbe 
thy prowde ſtubborne luſt for feare of this Hell? 
Thats better then nothing ; if thou canſt not 
do it for love, yet why canſt thou not do it 
for feare ? haſt thou not as much reaſon as a 
brute creature? that is greedy of meate, yet a 
whip-ftick is able to ſcare him from it; an borſe 
is deſirous to ſtand Rill,yet a pur and a rod is 
able to make it go faſter; and is not Hell more 
fearfull then all rods ? Why doſt thou not 
take heede for feare, leaſt God ſhould ſend 
thee to Hell? a ſinner and a hypocrite are inex · 
cuſable herein; for Hell may feare them; the 
ſinners in Sion are afraid, fearfulneſſe bath ſur- 
1 priſed the hypocrites 3 who among us ſpall dwell 
Aus pote- with everlaſting burnings ? Eſay 33. 14. who of 
mas Men us is able to dwell with everlaſting flames? and 
ramus bath hypocrites may go ſo farre; feare Hell, and 
* abſtaine from a million of ſinnes, for feare of 
theſe everloſting burnings ; canſt thou ſaꝝ thou 
canſt not reſiſt ſinne for feare of Gods judge- 
ments ? No; thou canſt-reiiſt ſinne for * 
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in the market · place, and cannot the feare of 
God reſtraine thee from it in private. 


thou 
dareſt not tranſgreſſe the Kings Lawes for fear 
of the Gallowſe; and cannot the feare of Hel! 


reſtraine thee from tranſgreſſing of Gods -? Gods 


diſpleaſure is greater then the Kings ? and thou 
knoweſt it; God is truer in his Law then any 
mortall man, and thou knoweſt it : and fear- 
eſt thou not me? feare yee not mee ? ſaithihe 


Lord, will yee not tremble at my preſence ? Jer. 5. 


22. canſt thou ſay thou art not able to 
him ſo much as ſervilely ? that is not ſo; for 
when thou art fick and ready to dye, then 
thou wilt feare him, then oh thou would 
faine become a new creature, and all out of 
feare of the great God; and canſt thou not 
nowy? No, no; now here be pleaſures to be had, 
and thou wilt have ibem; here is the World, 
and thou wilt carke: here is buſineſſe, and thou 


wilt be doing, and thou wilt not finde leaſure 


for God. No, thou wilt not, canſt thou not do 
this that God bids thee at leaſt out of feare ? this 
is nothing but a lie of Satan, thou wouldſt do 
them all for feare of a man. Suppoſe there 
were Lawes made that every man who does not 
pray in his Family Morning and Evening 
ſhould aſſuredly be hanged, whoſoever ſwears 


an Oath ſhould bee hanged, as ſoone as hee 


hath ſworne it; Whoſoever breakes out into 

any bitter rayling ſpeech ſhould ſuffer death. 

Suppoſe I fay to all the duties of Religion it 

were death to omit them, andihe 2 
755 7 
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% wma, 1 
farid then there ate; rather then ye would be no 
$ibbered, many wearers would never fireate || © 
More; many Hers never lie more; inany pro- 

Aothotders never omit Prayers th thi 
a>ilieSttbre;arid couldſt theu do this for — 
why canftthon not then do it for fear. 
ofthe pie: God? 

Thirdly, The Lord bath gien rh null 
cixtifill, an#hathrall reaſon an predlerice , Oh 
fayſt thou I am @mipted before l tim aware, and 
the palion is up before Tam aware, I cannot 
helpe it for my life 3. No, I believe iber when the 
Devil! 75 unde ub, tfieræ Is no alaying that fowle 
Fiend for tlie pfeſet; Thou canft not ĩm̃medi- 
ately ally it. Bat-why canſt tho not pre- 
vent it wich couſell and deliberation? the very 
He dihens habe due thin; and thon haſt advati- 
tage of all heathen. God hath given thee not 
only tetſon in thy head, anda naturall con- 
Nience in thy breaſt , but #Ho drei in bis 

ard to prevent it, and if ibon doſt not; thin wilt 
7vt:;are'che luſts of thitie appetite violeiit ? whiy 
then toſt thibu not Forecaſt for to reiite them 
Why doſt thou riot abſtaine from going to 
Featts awhifte ? Why doſt thou not Rint thy 
Tlencher With ſo much? Tfrhy luſts be on fire 
why Göſt thou feede then with fuell? Are 
the liiſts f anger and wrath predeminant In 
thite ? thöu apt viſt an Oath Befdre thon art 
diate, Why their deift thou ret is 'CÞ/ſoſtiHte 
Font h 2b te, Set for fett it for euiry Oath ? 
Why dot chou not intreak Gods people Ho 
werryy 


| ie by doſt thou 
awke ſuch acquaintance as may occaſion 
thy Tonguero cat e Ges why eben 
not club downe 1 775 wich argument u 
argument? (hall Tbe touchy to be damned, ar 
proud to be damned? Kc. even arguments of 
afe-love art able to knock them downe. I do 
not know how ; No? that's becauſe thou wilt 
not know , they knew not neither will they - 
derſtzr1d, Plal. 8 2. 5. fo thou knowelt not, nei- 
ther ä 5 hy thy poo 
thou ſtill walleſt in darkneſſe ; why doſt not 
:bok oppoſe thy laſts at OG dee. 
& || Bis tet deſinat ſi intipere peraliſeris, ſayes Seneca; 
chou canſt never get victory cn thou be 
here firſt in the feild. The Lord hath given 

thee counſells on this faſhion ; why doſt thou 
not ufe them? onely becauſe thou wilt not; 
haft thou impedirnichts ? Clarancus hid them 
too, but hee overcame them ſayes Seneca. Why 
doſt not thou 2 if thou wilt not, thou doſt 
willinglyperiſh; thou might do more then 
-thoa doſt, but thou wilt not; and thou 
| might ſhunne more then thou doſt, but thou 
wilt not. 3 885 

Foarthly , becauſe thou wilt ſay all thefe 
a are bur natirall and al! ad Gill, 1 

t 


m lx all theſe; but alas I am not 
able todo any thing ſpiritually ; L cannot be- 
e Sno e Gb Te ory tru, 
yer Lr excuſe ; for though they be 
naturall, yer tber are firſt. Firſt cht, in order 
which ir Murat, and zftirwvards that which is 
fivitual, 
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a will not. The Lord hath taken a. ſufficienr 


uret in Chriſt, then I am a damned man to 
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Piritnall, and if thou ſtickeſt there thou ſtickeſt at 
con ſe to bumble thee, and thou wilt not be humbled; 
thou ſayeſt thou canſt not obey ſpititually; 1 
grant it, its moſt true: nor repent ſpiritually} 
. why then wilt thou not be humbled that that 
canſt not, as God ſaid to Pharaob, bom long wilt 
thou refuſe to humble tby ſelfe before mee? Exodus 
10.3. There is an externall humiliation, 8 
 Ababs humiliation ;thou mayſt come to be- 
fore that humiliation thou canſt not ny 
why art thou not humbled with that Which 
thou mayſt? 8 BE 
Firſt, then why doſt thou not ſee thy caſe 
to be damnable ? Doſt thou not know. that 
judgement is paſt upon all to damnation? Rom, 
5.18. all men are damned out of Chriſt. Whos 
ſoever is not a new creature, is net in Chriit , but 
is adamn'd man to this day; thou knoweſt the 
Lord himſelfe doth ſay thus; what hinders 
thee now from deducting a particular there: 
from? If upon all men, then upon mee; if all 
be damned to this day that are not nem crea- 


an ace "A 


thishoure ; this logicke God doth vouchſafe 
thee; why doſt thou not reaſon on this faſhi: 
on ? Lam a damned man and a damned wo- 
man to this day; if thou wouldſt be brought 
to this paſſe there might be ſome hope of thee, 
hut thou wilt not, thou wilt ſcrape up ſome 
hopes or other, thou wilt not beleeve this. 
Beleeve thus, ſayer God; but I will not ſayſt 
thou, no, thou wilt have Fan Ys, and 

Woaldſt be: 
lieve 
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thou wilt not beleeve this, if chou 
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thou art not 4 new creature in % rt 
thou wouldſt never have done til thou art one; 
thou wouldſt forſake all and follow Cbriſt id 
all things, but thou wile nor. g 

Secondly, but I cannot ſayſt thou; why 
then wilt thou not diſþaire in thy ſelfe ? a mai 
muſt deſpaire as he is, otherwiſe hee can never 
get into ¶ hriſt; as long as a man lives and does 
after the fleſh , hee can have no true hope of 
mercy or pardon, or any thing; no hee is 4 
dead man, all the Angels of Heaven cannot help 
himzif there were a thouſand Chriſts he ſhould 

riſh without them; and why wilt thou not 
deſpaire in thy ſelfe ? Deſpaire? God forbid: 
Ile never deſpaire while 1live, God is more 
mercifull then ſo, and I hope I neede not de- 
ſpaire.Chriſt dyed for ſinners and I were a foole if 
I ſbould deſpaire. Thus thou pleadeſt with God 
for thy vaitie hopes; but why wile thouꝛſayes 
God, why wilt thou plead with me, thou haſt 
trans eſſe againſt me, Jer. 2.29. Thou plea- 
deſt for hopes. and lieſt in thy finnes, why 
wilt thou? marke, the will is ſet on it, and thou 
wilt plead ; thou might deſpaire of thy ſelfe, but 
thou 1 nat, and therefore thou wilt wilfully 

riſh. 

Thirdly, but I cannot pull downe my owne 
heart, nor maſter mine one will ſayſt thou; 
no ? Why then canſt thou not goe and reſigne 
zt to Gad ? Lord, here is a proud heart, I can- 
not humble it; Oh ; here is a ſtony heart, 
cannot breake it; Lord do thou; here is 4 
rebellious heart; Ieanno ſubdue it. Lord do 

thous 
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Repięnami, thou didſt every day labour to fight againſt thy 


4 gate laſts, and reſiſt to the utmoſt and couldit not, 
N. 


thou wilt not ſet about it as well as thou canſt; 
they will not frame their doings to turne unto God, 
Hoſ:5-4ethey will not; ſo thou wilt not frame 
thy ſelte to do it as well as thou canſt. And 
therefore thou doſt willingly go. on, and thou 
art wholy inexcuſable before God; and when he 
ſends thee to Hell, ibo ſhalt know thine owne + 
will brought thee thither. Thou mighſt reforme 

thine outward man, but thou wilt not ; thou 

mighſt bridle thy luſt and thy paſſions,but thou 
wilt not, thou mighſt take a thouſand good 
opportunities, but thou wilt not. And there - 
fore thou haſt no excuſe before God, thou doſt 
willingly periſh. Its true thou canſt not, may 

Be, but neceſſity is not it, but thou wilt notz indeed if 


#4 \ 2 
8 


then ĩt were neceſſity, but thou doſt not, nay 
thou wile not. Hee that reſiſteth and then 


cannot, hee may plead , Lord what a wofull 
neceſſity of {inning am ] inlbut thou giveſt way 
to thy luſts a id therefore thou art inexcuſable, 

and thou doit willingly periſh. | 

t 

— — | n 72 

The ſecond Ground. . i 


1 * ſecond now follows. Every wicked 8 
man is ſlothfull and negligents 'Thou:evill 

ſervant and ſlobfull, ſayes Chriſt, Mat, 25.26. be 
Thou haſt beene lazy with the Talent I gane ff © 
thee.: I gave thee teaching and teaching, and 
thou haſtbeene lazy to heare it, I. have given 
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thou haſt beene lazy co improve it. I have 
pulled thee to Prayer by the motion of my 
irit , and thou haſt beene lazy at the duty. 
ou evill and ſlothfull ſervant, I have given 
thee many a ſweet opportunity to be riddè of that 
baſe luſt that thou art moſt addicted unto, and 
thou haſt beene lazy to take it. This is ano- 
ther ground of this Doctrine. Now if this be 
ſo, thou muſt lay the blame on thine own will, 
and not on Gods denying thee power ; Becauſe 
floth is a fault of the will. 1 cannotcall him 
a ſluggard, that ſticks at a cannot but onely 
him that ſticks at a Vill not. He that labours 
and ſtrives as much as hee can, none will call 
him a ſluggard, but him that can labour more 
and will not. Sloth is a voluntary fault of the 
will; How long wilt thou ſleep O ſluggard?*Prov.6. 
9.How long wilt thou?its not a fault of impo- 
tency, but of will. 


Five Demonſtrations to prove this. 


Firſt , if thou be ſlothfull to good duties, 
then thou doſt only imagine a cmpany of can- 
nots. ] cannot do as | would ſayſt thou ; No; 
why then art thou ſlothfull, to make more 
imaginary cannot: ? A ſlothfull man ima- 
gines more cannot then there be. I cannot go 
this journey ſayes he, I ſhall be weary, I ſhall 
be rob'd, I ſhall fall off my horſe; I cannot 
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1 Demoits 


travell ic;the way of a ſlothfull man. is a bedge of | 


Thornes. But the way of the righteaus is made plaine 


ſayes Solomas ; the ſlothfull man he imagines | 


there's a Thorne hedge in his way. I ſhall be 
D 2 prickt, 
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2 Demon. 


e ran! 1 oe over 1 ; Ae is there I 
horne hedge in the way? No; forthe righe- : 
ous that goes it, hee finds it plaine, hee 1 | 
none; no z there is no ſuch : 


X 2 7 fe 
9 IT T/ 4 


ID 


A W 
* . * 


„ 
"Re Subs * 265 — 


N 2 * r 
SY ee a 
* 2 8 N Wes . 4 9 LS. 


4 [2-3 
5 5 — 


horne-h 


the way, but he does imagine one; and 
fore bis will not is bis let, not bis cannot, fir 
bee does but imagine a cannot. So doſt thou 
ſay, I cannot do thus and thus; why then art 
thou ſlothfull to imagine more cannots, and 
Thorne hedges then there are? I cannot live. 
Oh ] cannot go ſo often to Prayer, and 


then. 


if I ſhould do as you ſay, I ſhould be houted 
at up and downe; you tell mee Jam a Hell- 
hound for my pride and my paſſions; Oh if T 
ſhould believe this, I ſhould never have merry 
day more. Alas all theſe are h imaginary 
cannots , imaginary Thorne hedger. I cannot be 
ſo ſtriQ,neither can I put it up. I ſay thou doſt 
but imagine a company of cannots, and there- 


fore thox wilt nots 


2. Demonſtration , If thox bee ſlothfrll to 
good duties, then thou makeſt every little difficulty 
a camot ; nothing but an a 
But if thou 
every little difficulty a 
mine owne heart, nor breake mine own heart; 
but why then art thou ſlothfull to make every 
little diffiuclty a cannot? a ſlothfull man 
makes every little difficulty a cannot. 

flothfiell man will not Plow by reaſon of cold, and 
all bee beg in harveſt and have nothing. 


Not. 


Prov. 20, 4 — 


Hee wil 


fo 


ot plou 


ſticks at a very litt 


ſo tender forſooth, they muſt not ake, his 


gh 


oſſibility is a can- 
all thou makeſt 


ot. I cannot turne 


_ 


The 


by reaſon of cold, hee 
difficulty, his fingers are 


Toes | 


a 
Toes are ſo Lady like they muſt not ſmart, 
becauſe its a little diffcult, therefore hee will 
not do it; He will not plow by reaſon of cold. 
Well beg then and yee will ; cannot you en- 
dure a little cold? yea, he could indure it, but 
it would be difficult. And therefore ſayes the 
Text, he will not Plough by reaſon of cold. 
Hee dves not ſtick at an impoſſibility, for then in- 
deed bee could not. But the ſlothfull man will 
not plough by reaſon of cold; he ſtickes on- 
ly at a difficulty, and therefore he will not; 
nay if hee ſhould labour ſoundly indeed, his 
very labour would keepe him from being a 
cold; the truth is its the labour of ploughing 
that be is againſt. And therefore every little 
cold ſhall ſerve for an excuſe z So why art 
thou ſlothfull to count every petty difficulty 
oe: a cannot ? Its an uncomfortable thing to be 
W alwayes poring on my ſinnes, I cannot abide 
it, troubleſome to be Tongue-tyed. What 
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q not ſpeake a word but onely with warrant 
from Scripture ? I cannot abide it; what ne- 
t ver helpe my ſelfe at a dead lift by telling a 


lie ? never right my ſelfe by a little revenge? 
tz never comply nor ſort with ſuch and ſuch old 
acquaintance, becauſe they drop out an Oath 
n no and then before they are aware? Olcan- 
be not abide it. What thus preciſe ? I am not 
able to abide it. No? cannot, cannot thy ſtub- 
. Borne 72 to alittle difficulty ? get thce to 
Hell, and ſee if thou canſt abide that, and 
there thanke thine own? will for thy pe- 
rithing. | 
3. Demonſtration, if thou beeſt flothfal','3 Demons 
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then thou turneſt thy very abilities 


- 


hee loſes his abilities that bee bath. By n 


ſlathfulneſſe the building decayeth. Alas 1 am 
yery dead · hearted ſayſt thou; nay, but Oman 


che time was when God quickned thee at a 
Sermon, why didſt thou let it decay? the time 
was when thou wert a little well affected, why 
didſt thou let it decay ? time was when thou 


wert ſoberer, and leſſe given to wrath and 
paſſions; and why didſt thou let theſe good 
conditions decay ? the Lord gave thee them 


heretofore, and thou haſt played the 1 
v ich them, and therefore now they are decay- 
ed. Thy quickning| is decayed, thy ſorrowes 
for ſinne decayed, thy meltings decayed, 
through much flothfulneſe the building does 
decay. Hee that is ſlothfull in bit worke is 
brother to 4 great waſter, So thou art a bro- 
2 to a great waſter becauſe thou art ſloth- 
n 
4. Demonſtration, If thou beeſt ſlothfull 
then thou doſt voluntarily nayle thy ſelfe unto 
cannot. There is many a ſinne that now thou 
art a ſlave to, that thou mighſt have troden 
under thy foot, but now thou canſt not; thou 
mighteſt have gone further and further on 
in reformation, if thou hadſt held on when 


thou wert going; like a Coach, its eaſier to 


make it runne on when once its going, then 
ſtir it, when once it ſtands ſtill; and now thou 
canſt not, now thou art nayled to it, like the 


gore to bis binger. Nou thou canſt pray and 
Ni "7 | pray 
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| th into cannots,.. 
not onely all difficulties, but alſo thihe abi- 
lities into cannots. Like a drene that is lazy, 
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pray and grow nere the better, heare and read 
neer the holier, as the dore turnetb apo 

its binges, ſo doth the ſlothfull man on hir Bed. 
The dore goes to and fro, to it goes and fro ,, 
it goes, it goes may be all the yeere long; and 
full k hangs juſt upon the ſame hinges, and 
after ſeven yeares travell, it hangs there where 

ñũt did; its nayled to its hinges. So tis with a 
ſluggiſh heart, hee goes to a Prayer and from 
a Prayer, to a Sermon and from a Sermon, 
to a good duty and from a good duty; and 
{till he hangs juſt on the ſame hinges. He hath: 
gotten no ground, is juſt where hee was; ſo 

W thou art juſt at the ſame paſſe, after a thou- 

* ſand prayers and a thouſand Sermons, and mil- 

8 lions of good duties, ſtill thou hangeſt on 

„ thy old duties, neere the more pure to this 

8 houre. | 

1 5- Demonſtration , Sloth is a lazy putting 5 Demon. 

— forth ly balues of that power one hath. This 

- alſo is the very nature of Sloth. When aman 

hath more power then hee ſhewes , but hee is 

lazy to put it all forth. The Scripture uſes a 

compariſon of a man , that hides, his hand in 

his boſome , and though hee have meat ſtand- 

ing before him, yet hee will not ſo much as 

bring it to his mouth. A flothfull man hi- 

deth his hand in his boſome, and will not 

bring it to his month. What ? why does hee p,oy 19.24 

ſtarve ? becauſe hee hath not any meate ? No; 

The meate ſtandeth before him; becauſe hee 

hath not any hands? no, hee hath a hand in 

his boſome; becauſe his hand hath the dead 

Pally., and he: not able to ſtirre it No, hee 
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when thou art examining thy conſcience, thou 


Six Argu · 
ments to 
prove it. 
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our fe forth. Hee will 


will n 
bis month, ſayes the Text ; So 
praying thou wilt notput th 

thou art reforming thou doſt not 
forth; when thou art about any 


but thou wilt not reach it to thy mouth;thou 
wilt not put thy ſelfe forth. The Lordiells 


thee this ſinne will breake thy necke , and thou 
wilt not ſo much as reach it to thy mouth, nor 
apply it to thy heart; may be it would humble 

{ thee, but thou wilt not reach 
it to thy mouth; what a deale of power haſt * 


thee and fee 
thou? bus thou putſt it forth by the halves, 


putſt thy ſelfe forth by the halves, thou might 
put thy ſelf forth many degrees more,but thou 
wilt not. 

Oh beloved, this ſame point will ſirike the 
World dumbe before Gad, even this, why did yee 
not put yaur ſelves forth tothe attmoſt ? Thou haſt 
ſomewhat more in thee then by reaſon of thy 
lazineſſe thou doſt put forth. 

There is more then by reaſon of Slug giſbneſſe 

thou putteſt forth. 

Firſt, its a ſigne it is in thee, becauſe when God 
does convert a ſinner, he does not put in new powers 
and faculties intatbe ſoule; he does not put in a 
new faculty of thinking and anderſtanding, 
and willing and affeding, and remembring ; 
No; the ſoule hath theſe faculties already, un- 
derſtanding, already and thinking already, and 
remembring and deſiring already, and willing 
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thou doſt not put thy ſelfe forth;here is a Sab- 
bath before thee, and a Sacrament before thee, ' 
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1 already ; but God does not put in new facul- When do 
ties, but turnes them that are there unto him- 1 * 5 
ſelfe like a watch out of frame, the wheeles are = Rs 
there ſtill, the ſpring ſtill, and every parcell nds in 
there ſtil] ; but all out of frame, and the artiſt theeindeed 
ſets _ in frame; ſo the ſoule hath ef ar — - 
it 3 True it requires the omnipotert pon er o 3 
10 turn all lüge erke 7e bin. Newichland - 1 
ing thou doſt voluntarily turne them unto other but their 
things, and not unto God. They are every one own natu- 
in thee, as thou art a man. But God may rall facul- 
not have them, nay and thou mightſt put them fed to 
forth to more then thou dſt. Other things can ſupernatu- 
have them ſuper fluomſiy, but God may not have rall ads 
them. ¶ intend not a power of doing the leaſt good upon ſu- 
in a gracious manner, nor to engage God to give thee Pernatur 
grace only. N 
Secondly, its a ſigne it is in thee, (I meane 2 Argus 
ſtill fo farre forth as to demonſtrate thee ſloth · 
x full.) I fay its a ſigne it is in thee, becauſe 
e thou canſt ſhew as great power otherwiſe. When 
& 2 ſervant can ranme à race for bis bort, why 
y Will he not on bis Maſters errand when hee 
bids him? Its a ſigne it is in him, and he will 
not put it forth, Canſt thou not ſpare an 
houre every day for private Prayer unto God, 
d ſometime for to meditate and belabour thy 
rs © heart ? Thou canſt ſpare twice as much for 
a I thy belly and thy back, and thy profits. Canft 
o, thou not ſhed teares for thy tinnes ? Thou 
7 3 | canit ſhed teares for madneſſe, and wrath, and 
vexation. Canſt thou not tell how to glority 
God? Oh my parts are very ſhallow, gifts 
very ſmall, &c. Bus thox art wiſe to do evill, They 
are 
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„ i e devil, bur di god they ge cen 
Jer. 4. 25. ledge. Its a ſigne it is in thee, but thow wi.” i 


1 
. 
R 


Thou canſt not ſpeake for God, thou canſt 


1 


not be angry againſt ſinne, nor lay to heart 
the miſeries of Gods Church? No? but thou 
canſt finde thy Tongue fait enough for to; 
raile, and clamour ; and thou canſt even burſt 
with anger when thou art croſt. Its a ſigne 
its in thee, a ſigne there is wit enough in thee, ' 
and ability enough in thee to take paynes: 
Thou haſt it for other things, but thou wilt not 
put it forth for the Lord. Oh how does this pro- 
voke the moſt higheſt ! That ſtrangers ſhould de. 
Hof.. our all thy ſtrength. Like Ephraim, #rangers : 
9" devouredall bis ſtrength. God might have none } 
of it, but ſtrangers and ſtrange luſts could 
have it; the World can have thy paines and 
thy cares, the things of the World they can 
have thy thoughts and thy ſtrength, and not 
F ſayes Chriſt, As a Maſter complaines of his 
refraftory ſervant,you can do it for your ſelfe; 
and do it for others; but you will not do it 
for me, a ſigne it is in thee, but thou wilt not put is | 
forth. 1 
* 3. Ar gu. Thirdly, a ſigne it is in thee, for thou canſt 
ſhe w it to when thou liſteſt; like a ſluggard that 
will worke at idle times, ſo thou canſt ſerve 
God when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. Like 
Pharaobs conceit of the Jſraelites , That they 
Frs would ſerve God becauſe they had nothing 
1 5-17 elſe to do. Vee are idle, idle pee are, therefbre zee 
ſay, let us go and do ſacrifice unto God, Becauſe 
they had nothing elſe to do; So when thou 
haſt nothing elſe to do with thy Tongue — 
thou 
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thou cant fi 


able to whip it out of him, then hee can ſay 
dit very roundly. So thou canſt not thinke of 
d I theſe things, yet let God laſh thee and whip 
n thee with ſrekneſſe, or with the pangs of death, 
Then O] have beene a Drunkard, and I have 
s beene nought, I have beene wicked, and Oh 
it God would recover mee, I would not for a 
t # world ſinne fo as I have done; Then thou 
# FF canſtweepe, and then thou canſt cry, and then 
O for the Miniſter. A ſigne it is in thee, for 
ard puts in no new, but onely laſhes up that. 
: BF which lay there; as the Twigges of the rod 
have no vertue in them to put learning into the 
| Boy, but its a ſigne it was in him. Ah thou 
| wretch thou, thy blood lies on thine owne 
| head ; why then doſt thou not now put thy 
ſelfe forth? Thou canſt, but Oh it killes thee 
to thinke now of taking paynes, after ſuch 
things. It kills thee now to goe to thy beads 
and lie at weeping croſſe, and be ſo holy 
or- 
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here abouts, like the ſluggard, the dee of the | 
fluggard kills bim, for bis bands refuſe to le. 
it kills him 
to go to the Plough; hee deiires to have his 


bour. Hee deſires to have a cropybut 


markcts, but it kills him to go thither. So thou 


delireit, to go to Heaven, but it kills thee to + 
take paines ; Mortification , Selfe-Denyall, 


Repentance, Humiliation, Examination of 


Conſcience, Reformation of life; Oh theſe 
kill thee to thinke of them. A ſigne much 
is in thee, but it killes thee to put it 


forth. 


do a hundred times more then when thou art 
pleaſed ; like a wilfull lazy ſervant, you could 
do it better if you were pleaſed fayes his Ma- 
ſter. So as long as thou art pleaſed thou canſt 
be more religious, a ſigne it is in thee. Rheho- 
boams his firſt yeares were religious; Peter 
Martyr obſerves, hee was well pleaſed that 
fame while hee ſaw it was for the eſtabliſhing 
of bis kingdome. And the Levits came to him, 


from Ferobo am, ſo long hee was pleaſed, and 


then hee was religious , but afterwards not; 
and why not afterwards too? Its a ſigne it was 
in him, but he was not well pleaſed ; So Foaſh 


didright in the fight of the Lord all the dayes of 


Jehotada. Why? then hee was well pleaſed. 
with Religion, for it helpt him to root out 


2 Kings 12 Athaliahs faction; Jehoiada had beene the Sa- 


veiour of bis life, the helpe of him to the King- 
dome, the L1d protector of bis Nonage, the 
eſt abliſher of bis Scepters All this while Reli- 
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Fifthly, A ſigne 3 is in thee becauſe thou canſt | 
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I. as the Gael did pleaſe them; they heard it 


them in deriſion ; and lo they are received among ſt 
in thee, why then wilt thou not put thy ſelfe , 1 
| © I 
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bt in the fight of th Lord. Why? be- 
cauſe other things now pleaſed him better; 
but its a ſigne it was in him. TRE on the 
rock, they could heare , and profeſſe as long 


with joy, that pleaſed them well. Yeeknow Laube 4.13. 
joy is a very pleaſing thing, and then they 
could be forward to profeſſe it. A ſigne it was 
in them, but in time of afflidiom and perſecn> 
tion, nay now the Goſpell did not pleaſe them, 
and therefore they fall off. So thou canſt love 
a child of God as long as he pleaſeth thee, 
nay thou canſt commend him for his holi- 
neſſe; O its a credit to thee to be acquainted 
with ſuch a one. But when ſome thing does 
not pleaſethee, then thou canſt hate him in thy 
heart; all theſe are ſignes it is in thee, but tho 
wile not put it forth. 

Sixthly , a ſigne it is in thee , becauſe thou 6. Argue. 
wilt ſhew it in Hell; there Dives ſpal ſpew it m 
in him to have regarded a godly poore Lazarus, to 
have reſpect ed the ſalvation of bis five bretbren : 
there hee ſhall ſhew it was in him to feare Hell 
more then he did. Then the wicked ſhall ſay; 3 
What hath pride profited us ? And what have g. 
riches and meanes advantaged us? Then they 
ſhall ſee it was in them not to count them for 
hypocrites, and Fooles and mad-Men that 
were more religious then themſelves. Wee 
fooles counted their life madueſſe, and wee had 


the Saints, Wiſd.5.3, 4, 5. And therefore it is 


orth ? 
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forth? I ſay this will ftrike you all dumbe be- 
fore God at the laſt day ; why would you nor! 
put you ſelves forth? And how do you. ſtand; 
lazing and idling out the dayes of your one if 


peace ! 2 
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No extuſe Tee cannot have any one excuſt. 


pen. Firſt, Yee cannot ſay #o boch biredyou In- 


tent ſin · deed the carefulleſt ſervant in the World muſt 
ners turne of neceſſity be idle when none will imploy 
= the laſt him; why ſtand you bere idle all the day lng, 
w No man hath hired us Lord, Math. 20. 6. 
marke they have an excuſe that they were ne- 


ver hired into the Vineyard. That was morè 5, 
neceſſary idlenefle ; but you have beene hired; I ff 
nay you were hired very earley in the morning, iz 
and therefore why ſtand you here idle all the ¶ re 


day long ? tec 
Secondly, now thou art in Gods Vine- h. 
yard, thou canſt not ſay I carnat profeſſe. Ican- th 
not profit by hearing, nor profit by praying, 
&c. Thou canſt not ſay ſo; for why doſt thou 
not labour ? in all labour there is profit. 
Prov. 14. Never did a man labour but ſome profit or 
23. * "other hee did get; but thou wouldſt not la- IIc 
bour, but thou ſtoodeſt lazing and idling. I fi 
Faine wouldſt thou be ſaved ; faine eſcape in. 
Hell and damnation, and oh that this were 
to labour for it. Like the ſluggadl that deſi - 
reth a harveſt, and yet is idle; O utinam hoc 
efſet laborare; Hee lies loytering and playing, 
and oh that this were to Iabour ! Oh that this 
were to plough and to fow ! If his Bed were 
the Plotgh', and his Pillow ww OS hy 
e 
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If tinamboceſſet ref ene thou goeſt on mind- 
ing che things of this life, carking and caring 


. Se. Viinam bee eſſet reſipiſcere. that this 
were to repent, and this were to go to Heaven 
chou art negligent of Prayer and Faith and 
holineſſe, Ehriſt Feſis ſave mee; Thus cryes 
che drunkard, Chriſt ſave mee, and thus the 
"YH worldling, Chriſt ꝓeſus forgive mee. Thus like 
2 ſluggard thou wiſnheſt; O that this were be- 


liering and ſerving of God. Like the ſluggard 
4 "8 1 fay, O chat this were to labour; thou mighſt 

profit if thou wouldſt labour; in all labour is 
profit; but thou wilt not labour, and therefore 
inexcuſable. O what a ſpeechleſſe creature 
ſhall thou be before God at the laſt day ! This 
is the ſecond ground of the Doctrine; The 
reaſon: why a wicked man does not turne un - 
to God, is not becauſe hee cannot, but becauſe 
e hee will not. I ſay the ground of it is 
1- i thiss * 


= Every wicked man us flothfial and 
*. negligent. 
ved Stirre up your ſelves yee whoſe heart the 


a Lord hath awakened ; Though the w;cked bee 
8. Wilothfull, will yee be ſlothfull alſo? O what 


pe infinite reaſon hath the Lord to correct us, 
A every one of us all? How wofully ſlotbfiell are 
boat 


Jour bearts! I cannot maſter my unruly heart 
Flayes one, and I cannot caſt out this ſame hard 


70 


BY Ihearted Devil ; Thus wee ſay like the Diſ- 
1s feiples of Chriſt wee could not caſt him out. O 
re Faithlefſe Generation, how long ſhall J bee 
4 : ; with 
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Why? hee could go out by Prayitg and Faſi 
ing; So theſe ſame diſtempers;of heart, chi 
frozen: bearted Devills wou go our {ones 


nough by Faſting and praying; but Oh wer 
are ſo lazy thereat, and ſo cold and ſo dead 
and ſo drowſy, wee doe not take paynes.” 
There is teaching is abundance, and why can · 
not wee learne? There is miſery enough on the 
Church, and why cannot wee mourne ? There 
is woe enough a comming, and why canng: 
wee provide for't aforehand ? God will bi 
ont theſe lazy weedes ont of us , if wee belong u 
him; O it provokes him ! os Vineger to the 
Teeth, and ſmoke to the Eyes, ſo is the ſluggard 
to bim that ſends bim. Ah thou lazy drone; 
this 'tis to ſend a Jeaden-heeld drone of ones 
errand ; it makes the aſter looke as ſowerly 
on him, as it hee had drunken a Porringer of 
Vineger. So beloved, this our ſloth to good 
things it does — provoke God ; there is 
many a mercy wee loſe, becauſe of our ſloth; 
many a grace wee never attaine, nay many a 
croſte and many a trouble do wee get by reaſon 
of our ſloth. Oh let us ſtirre up our ſelyes, 
and blow np the ſþarkes that are under the ew: 
bers, or elle it will be evill and bitter; that 
God will make us to ſuffer. And you that 
live in your ſinnes, let mee tell you; yee gan 
never looke for mercy except yee fbake of your — 
yee may deſire to be converted, and pard 

and faved, and fo forth; but the ſoule of the 
fluggard deſireth and hath un. But the diligent 
ſhall be made fat. Tis thediligent, the diligem 
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The Third Ground. 


A wiched man will not ſet himſelfe to uſe all 
© the meattes that bee may. | 


H Eis not onely fſlothſul in the uſe of che 
# fame, nor onely will he not do as much 
good as hee may, butalfo hee will not ſo much 
as uſe the meaneſ con ſtantly in any faſhion. I 
cannot ſaith. hee repent, nor be ſuch a new crea- 
ture as you talke of; Why then wilt thou 
not uſe the meanes? This makes thee ĩnexcu- 
ſable.” All the whole World beth godly and 
ungodly have a cannot ; indeed the wngodly their 
cannot is larger and beginnes ſooner, but the 
godly their cannot is much leſſened, and be- 
ginnet further off. The Lord inables them to 
Ine then all the wicked of the World; 
beyond that there beginnes their cannot. 

I ſay all the whole World have their caunot; 
Tall that the meanes of grace, which is between. 
their Can and their cannot. As Prayers and 
hearing the Word, and ſtudying. and medi- 
tating, '&c. The Lord ſeeing all men in their 
5 1 E cannot 5 
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do that which they cam. Now a child 

Gad whoſe cannot is in ſome meaſure by 
Liberum 4 
arbitrium I 
laberatum. 
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may. But a wicked man his cannot is larger, 
hee cannot pray in faith, and do theſe in faith, 
and therefore the fa#bfull doing 4 theſe duties 
are not his meanes. I cannot do ſo ſayes hee; 
No, but thou mayeſt ſet upon them all, and 
do them in as good manner as thou canſt; 
that is thy meanes. Though thou canſt not pray | 
in faith, yet thou canſt fet up conſtant Prayers | 
Col. 4. 6. in thy Family though, fach as they are; Thon 
canſt not confirre 5 grace, but thou canſt I | 
conferre about Serge day; thou canſt not g 
repeat the Word to thy Houſhold in faith, but 
thou canſt repeate it, in as good a manner as 
thou art able, that is zby meaner. Now ift 1 
thou wilt not uſe the meanes thou ſtickeſt ata I f 
will not; and when thou, doſt po thou muſt W 
thankethine owne wil, thou ſtickſt at a will I . 
not. The firſt queſtion Chriſt askes thee is I 2 
this, what canſt thou do? As when the ſonnes ; 
of Zebedee beg d to ſit one on the right hand, NN ,, 
and che other on the left, this they could not, 
except God did vouchſafe them a new gift. But 7 
what can yee do ? ſayes Chriſt, are ee able a fo 
drinke of the Cup that I am io drinks $, and bes 
Baptixed with the Bajtiſme that I am * 
with 
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to e Gar wi they cx, eee 
ebe God. I ſayche 


the Felt queſtion Chiriſt askes thee is, what 
canſt thou do? I cannpt be 3 Saint Lord help 
me to mercy, &c. Vea but what caniſt thou do? 
Canſt thou not uſe theſe and theſe meanes, 
1 appoint thee ? If thow wilt not do them, neither 
will I belpe tbee. This is the nature of meanes 
to be a meanes to that which one cant; A 
child of God can pray in faith, but hee can- 
not maſter ſuch a luſt, and therefore hee pray- 
eth in faith that he may. Hee can heare — 
word preached in faith, but hee cannot get 

his heart to it as hee would, and therefore 
hee heareth in faith that hee may. Doing 
theſe in faith are the meanes; now this is not 

the meanes of the wicked, for they cannot do 
any thing in faith, but their meanes is to ſer 
about them at leaſt that they may. I cannot 

pray in faith ſayſt thou, yea : but thou canſt 


' ſet up conſtant Prayers in thy Family though, 
ſuch as they are; thou canſt nat caſt off thy 


ſinnes in faith, thou mayſt caſt them of though; 
IX. man may do theſe things in faith, 

d therefore that ir bi; meaner. But that which 
it his ean is thy cannot, and that which is bis Nota 
mtane thou muſt uſe meanes unto. Thou myſt 
pray that thou may pray in faith, repeate the 

ard that thou mayſt repeate it in faith; re- 


forme thy life that thou mayſt reforme it in 


faith : and ſeeke the Lord that ones t feel 
bigjin faith. — if thou wilt got aße 
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founds the miſe 
Helen, of them in faith ; but thou baſt no promiſe ," yet - wha. 


the Armi- 


nians. 


would forgive. He would ſet upon the means, 
dee would cry ene and it hit well;for Gd 
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BP rheanes, thou doſt wilfully periſn; and here T 
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upon their uſing of the meanes, they wfin 
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Gores what God may do ? As the King of M. 
neveh ſaid, lets cry mightily to God; lets caſt 
away theſe and theſe ſinnes, ho hnowes if 
God will turne and repent ? Fon.3. 9. hee had 
0 promiſe , hee could not tell whether God 


Pied the City, it thou wilt not ſet upon the 


cleared two things, 1. That God appoints 
every man the meanes that hee may ule, bee. 
may uſe thoſe meanes that God commands bim « 
meanes, 2. That if hee will not, bee does wilfuliy 
periſh. | 
Arguments to prove a wicked man may uſe 
the meanes that God appointeth 
A Meaneſe ' 


I cannot heare the preaching of the Word 
ſayeſt thou; I am deafe, I cannot heare Ser- 
mons, then that is not thy meanes; reading 
which thou canſt, and meditating vrhich thou 
canit is thy meanes. Every man may uſe 
the meanes that God does appoint him as 
meanes. a & hh Je 
- Firſt, becauſe its the very nature of meanet io 
come betweene ones can and bis cannot and there 
fore they are called media, becauſe they come 
in in the midſt betweene a mans can and bis 
cannot; By what meanes may I. go up to Lon 
: I , 


45 


* 


dump llying in the Aire il not my meanes No, that 
is a Birds meanes and not mine; for I cannot 
doit; but my meanes is going it Ihave legges: 
or riding, if they be not able ; or carrying, if 1 
cannot ride. Every mans medium come in be- 
tweene that which hee can and that which hee 
cannot, and he is to uſe them, that, that which he 
cannot he may be inabled to do. hy 
- Secondly, becauſe God does not exhort men 2 
like a company of ſtockes and ſtones, but as men 
that are edifyable by bis words. If there were no 
meanes they could poſſibly uſe, they were like 
ſtockes and ſtones. If they had no cares as 
meanes to let ic in, no underſtanding as meanes 
to conceive it; no power of willixg at leaſt to 
ſet about it, then wee ſhould preach to a com- 


4 pany of ſtockes. There mult be ſome meanes 
propounded, that men are inabled to uſe 
though by any power of their 2 

cannot do it graciouſly) or elle as good preac 
to a company of ſtockes. Now God pro- 
4 teſts hee drawes men as men may be drawne 3 

: I draw them with the cords of a man. Hoſe 11 4. 

„ That is with ſuch cords as a man m iy be drawn 

with; not like a company of ſtockes and of 

3 ſtones; if yee have but the carnall reaſon of a 

man, theſecords they would draw you. God 

* drawes you like men, with the cords of a man; 

indeed in the quickning of the beart , and in 

"Wl point of repentance, 4 man is no more alive then 

( ſtone. But when he drawes you to the meanez, 

ve hee drawes you like men, and therefore ye may 

5 come if ye will, and if ye be but men, theſe cords 


are cords to draw men. 
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Thirdly, berauſe Gods anger is veryreafonuby 
when a Maſter is angry with a ſervant, that” 
may do a thing and yet will not, wee call hi 
anger a very reaſonable anger. I know Gods 
anger is very reaſonable, for things which 
thou canſt not; becauſe once hee gave ther 
power; but when hee commendeth the means, 
now his anger is very reaſonable. Wee out 
owne ſelves count this anger very reaſonable 
in the like caſe ; what will hee na dv it ? No not 
uſe the meanes for to do it? Would net this 
anger any body ? Say wee ſo for theſe things 
fake contes the wrath of God upon the ehild en of 
di ſebedience, Eph.5.6. That is for adultery,for 
fornication, for vaine words, and vaine hopes 
to be ſaved, for theſe things comes the wrath 
of God upon the children of difobedience. 
Hee does not ſay for not being renewed, for 
pot being converted,but for theſe things comes 
the wrath of God forth. He's angry for that, 
but his wrath comes generally forth npon men for 
theſe things, becauſe they will not nſe the meaner; 
They will not give over thoſe ſinnes which are 
the hinderances to converſion. This is very 
reaſonable; if a man were notable to do it, 
there would be ſome ſhew at leaſt of anreaſon- 
ablenefe in Gods anger; but there is not any 
ſhew of unreaſenableneſſe in his anger, when 
men will not buckle to the meanes which they 

may. When God commanded the Egypti aus to 

fbriic and be humbled, they would not; he 

commanded them at leaſt to uſe the meanes, 10 

4 Bis people go, and bey would not. You ſhall 
ke how the Text ſayes his anger now was 
very- 
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a 8.50. Hee made « way to kis anger; in the He | 
1 beers 1s hee weighed a path to bis Ager. Hee 


weigted it in a bo//ance ; maike how reaſamab 
— and proportionably God is angry. Hee puts by 
et anger and mens finnes in abal]ance,and weighs 
es, © our the right meaſure of anger. When a ſer- 
us WM vant forceth a Maſter to be angry whether he 
le will or no, hee cannot complaine his Maſters | 
ot anger is unreaſonable ; hee may go of his er- 4 
tis rands and he will not, he may do this buſines J 
85 and hee will not; if hee cannot do the buſi- 
neſſe it ſelfe, yet he may uſe the meanes, and he . 
or will not. Now his Maſters anger is very rea- 6 
x ſonable, becauſe hee forceth him to be angry; '$ 
th as the charning of Mille bringeth forth butter, 
xe. /. the forcing of wrath bringeth forth ſtrife. Prov. 
ar 30.33. Hee does even charme his Maſters paſ- 
< & fions, and hee forces the ſame, as a charmer 
x, forcing the Milke to become Butter, fo hee 
forces ones kindneffe to become anger; and 


therefore the anger is very reaſonable. So 
God is very reaſonable in his anger; wilt thou 
not uſe the meanes to be quickned ? Suppoſe 
thou canſt not quicken thy felfe, but wilt thou 
not ſee about the meanes This churnetb 
3 Lordi anger, and his anger is very reaſon - 

e. 

Fourthly , Gods fer of his Kingdome to the 4 Argus 
Wicked is ſerious; it they were ſenceleſſe ar 
quite dead, and could do nothing, his offer 
were not ſerions; ſhould a man offer a hun- 
dred pound to a dead carcaſſe, here is a hundred 


pound for you, iffyonle take it, i le give it yon. 
E 4 This 
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carkaſſe is not able to ſtirre, but Is nceleſſa 
True, in matter of converſion it ſelfe, a men is a 
dead at 4 carkaſſe- Neverihele ſſe hee i⸗ not abſo — 


5 
luuely a dead carkaſſe to all ule of the meanes; hee i | 
hath the life of nature, and reaſon, and of 
ſence, and therefore when God offers his kings iſt . 
dume in the meanes , ibis offer is ſerious. Turn Ml . 
you at my reproofe , bebold J will poore out 1] 
ſpirit unto you, Prov. 1.23. Hee ſpeakes the 
even of reprobates and all, and hee ſeriouſly MW i 
offers them bs ſpirit, and therefore they might 
have gone about the meanes, but they would 
not; voc atio dei eſt ſeria, as our Divines do all 
ſay, and therefore the meanes hee appointeth WW. / 
may be uſed. its Il 

Fitthly, becauſe God; reproofes are very equeall; 
ſhould a man reprove a criple for not running, 
this reproofe were not equall, becauſe hee is 
not able to do it. 1 grant when Godreproves 
the wicked for being ſinfull, ſuch reproofes are 
all equall: though they be not able to be with - 
out linne; but then equality is grounded up- 
on ſometh ing before, namely upon their vo- 
luntary apoſtacy and inability in Adam. But 
when God reproves them for not ſetting about 
the meanes, his reprofes then are very equall, 
and the equality is grounded upon their wil; 

Fulneſſe preſent; will yee not feare mee? ſayes 
God ; I do this and this; marke his reproofe is 
very equall. God reproves Iſrael for nc obſer- 
ving his Statutes, ſaying the Statutes of Ouri 
ere kept. Mic. 6. 16. You can obſerve his ſta- 
tutes, why cannot you ſet about mine? E 
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vrhy cannot you. go conſtantly to mine? The 

.reproofe was very equ all. · If thou wilt not 

ſet upon the meanes, thou art moſt equally con> 
demned. - I cannot preach ſo oſten as ſome 

do, nor be ſo much;reſiderit as ſome are. No? 
Why wilt thou not give over one of thy two 
livings then? Thou art able to do that; if hon li 

not ſet upon the meaner, thy condemnation it e- 

dall. Thus I have confirmed this firſt point, 

ly namely that the wicked may ſe thoſe meanes that 

he the Lord commands them as meanes. VITED 

1d In the ſecond place I ſhewed that this being 

all chus, h cordemnat ion muſt be wilfull if thow wilt 

th ut wſe all tbe meane . 5 


52. 2 


5 * a * [SY 
all; Arguments to prove it. T 2 
ng. 3 
e is Firſt, The Lord will not belpe that man by a 1. Argu. I 
ves miracle to go that baih leg ges to go and will not; -— 


are Thou ſayſt thou wouldit faine go to Heaven; 
the tell mee what legges hath God given thee ? 
up- What meanes hath hee lent thee ? If thou wilt 
v0 not uſe them, the Lord will never helpe thee 
But MW without. Had the 1/raelites had any meanes to 
out MW have gotten over Fordau, as Ships or Barkes, = A 
all, Boates, or Bridges, or Fords, and they would e 


vil: not, hee would never have helpt them over 
yes without. You know the Lord parted the waters, 
e is Ml 7oſb:3-13- but if they had refuſed themeanes, 


hee would not have kept them on this man- 
ner witllout: if they had food fr eien inube 
Wilderneſſe to eate, and they would not, hee 
would not have rained food downe upon them ver 


— 4 


N OE, 
88 
R 

Mx 


9 a 
= * 
dy 85 . 
* > 
„ ö ks 4 * 
A j 
F 7 
” 8 
” 


e 
e 


r 
22427 20 
N 
wa 
7 
1 
tx 


be not ſd Jong without God every houre , pray 
every day oftner,ſtrive in the duty the harder 
if thou wilt not uſe the meanes,God will ne- 
ver helpe thee without. Thou art full of thy 
doubtings, thou ſayſt thou heartily deſireſt to 
be freed * uſe the — thou lieſt: 
give over thy broad walking thy broad acquain- 
— 3 thoſe that DYE. Sar holineſſe in 
them then the ſtock are thy boſomeſt friends; 
if thou wilt not uſe the meanes, God will ne 
ver allure thee without, nor convert thee 
without ;if Dives bis five brethren will not lun 
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Moſts and the 
thee the rmeanes, hee will not fave chee with- 


price bee ſets thee at 3 when a Tradeſman hath 
once ſet his loweſt price, hee will not 
lower. Now the fe of the meanes, are Gods 
peſt price , the Lord will not bate a farthing 
of that; wherefore is a price put into the band of a 
foole, Pro.17.16. the meanes of grace are this 
rice, and theprice is in thy hands, when the 
Ford vouchſafes thee the meanes, heel not bate 
thee 4 fartbing of this price. He ſets this priee 
on his mercies and graces, thou muſt uſe all 
the meanes ; not as though grace might be 
valuedʒno it exceedeth all prices, or as though 
grace were not free. Yea, its free and without 
price : its fit though that this price ſhonld be 
et upon the almes, that the proud bepgat 
ſhould chooſe to receive it; if thou wilt not 
ive the price that God hath put into thy 
and, thou art worthy to miſſe it; I will give 
ſo much, and labour ſo mach, and pray {> 
much, and reforme fo much. No, no e will 
not do, Chriſt will have tother odde penn 
too ; thy filthy freaking muſt off, and thy ba 
paſſions and old curſer muſt off, heele have thee 
ſtoope to all his holy meanes ; would thog 


Saints never had it cheaper. Not Abrabam, 
Iſaac,nor Jurob, nor Paul; they were fainetd 
uſe all holy meanes , to abandon every laſt, to 
ſet up every duty, invocation in their fannilies 
Rs | meditation 
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Propbet , they Well bete to 4. 
rack fro he hd. Litket6. 18. if God lend 


have it cheaper? Mine one children and. 


out. | 
Secondly, God will not hate a furtbing of the 2. Ar, 


3. Argu. 


ſo much, and profeſſing ſo much; 
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meditation in their hearts, examination ity 
t heir conſciences, holy communication iq 
mouthes, none of my Saints had it chgapen 
And thou makeſt a mock of them for _ ring” 

. LO much 


hearing, and ſo much gadding after Sermong} 
&c. Well, well, i' le not bate thee one duty, nor 
one luſt, nor one carnall deſire, i le have thee” 
ſet about all or. thou ſhall never have mercy. Lea 
but I cannot finde in my heart to put up bi 


— 


_- 


* 
o 


nor to be .abridged of this, and. ſhall Chriſt 
and thou part for one.ſengle farthing , Periſh 
then, and go and thanke thine will for it an 
Hell. God is reſolved upon this price, and this ii ths 
low:ſt. . 5 

+ Thirdly, God will never be brought out of biz 
walke, thou canſt never looke that God ſhould com: 
out of bis walke to ſhew thee ariy mercy, or. give 
thee any grace. Now the way wherein God 
wal kes is the meanes of grace and of ſalvation; 
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There thou muſt looke for God, or thou r 
canſt liave no hope for to tinde him. Suppoſe W 35 
a poore Petitioner (ould: come with his petite 
tion. to the Kizg ; he can never looke to ha * 
the King come downe hither to Rochford to © 
to grant it him; No, hee muſt go up to the J. 
Ring. The King is at Court at White-Hal, al 
and there he may have him; if he will not go V 
thither, he is wilfull, and if his petition be not ® 
granted he may thanke his owne will. So th I 
canſt not Iooke to fetch God out of his owne walks, u 
the ,megnes of grace and ſaluation , endeavontilfl - 8 


Note. 


Theſe and: the other meanes of ſalvation . 


to obey him, prayings., cryings, ſeckings, & 
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his welke; thieſe are the wayes wherein 


him; in the way of thy Judgements have me wait- 
bel for thee. Iſa. 26.8. There the godly wait. for 
the Lord, in the way'where his walke is; bee 
will not bee Polen with, but onely there in bis 
walke, If thou wilt not ſeeke him there, thou 
mayſt thanke thine own will, if thou miſſeſt 
him; yee that are negligent to hold out in 
Gods wayes , yee can never looke to finde 
mercy while yee live. Pray for mercy, and 
cry for mercy, and grone for mercy, yee mult 
looke to periſh without it, if yee will not ſeek 
it in his wayes ; youle ſeeke him in ſome, but 
ou will not ſeeke him in all; aſſure yonr ſelves 
bi; then you ſhall miſe F bim, do you thinke the 
m King will come to you, to grant your peti- 
ide tions? you muſt go up to him, and take him 
od where hee is to be Poke with. God will not 
; be ſpoken with but onely in bis wayes ; the Fewer 
on WM received Secraments. enough , every meales meat. 
ole is as a new Sacrament in the Wildernefle , a 
ti terwards they prayed prayers enough, bur 1 
ave will not heare you ſayes God; neere tell mee 3 
to of your ſeeking for mercy , walh you, make 2 
che you cleane, put away from yon the evill of your "I 
doings, learne to do nell; come now and lets rea- 
fon together; if your ſinnes be a red as Scarlet, Ile 2d 
whiten them. Now heele be ſpoken with, if 14. . 6. 
you wilt come hither; What not erect his feare ga 
up in his family? not give over thy baſe car- 
nall conſorts? keepe ſuch diſorders under thy 
Foofe ? and in thy life ſweare ffill? and pive 


Place 10 the Devil Fil? curſec paſſions till d- 
is ' mock 


mult walt to finde God, if they j | 
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thele — WIL . . 
wages and hope to finde goa FINOT OR 
good cut off a doggs neck as give him ſacrifice: 
of prayers, as long as you walke in your own! 
wayes. Eſa» 66.3. you maſt ſeeke him in iq 
ve / that bee walkes in, and not cbuſe your owng 
wajes , hecle never come out of his "uy for 
any of you all; what ſhall Ido Lord? auh 
he would faine have ſpoken with God there, 
No, no go toAnanis,%cif thou wilt not ſeek 
him in his way, thou art well ſerved if thou 
miſſeſt hin). | | 

I beſeech you conſider this point, you can 
never looke to be ſaved, except youle ſet your 
ſelves to do what you may, and uſe allthoſt meanez 
that you may;far though the uſe of rhe meanet 
does not {ave you, yet they are the way;thaugh 
not cauſa regnandi, yet via regni; and it you wi 
not conſtantly uſe them , you can never buve bis 
King dome. 


Reaſons of #. | 
Firſt, becauſe Heaven if an end, aud an end 
can never be gotten wiihas meanes ;_ the end is 
eternall life. Ram. 6. 2 2. erernall life is an end 
and therefore except the means be all uſed, you 
can never attaĩne it. 2 7 
"Secondly, God hath annexed it tothe ann 
all Heaven and Earth can never ſeparate them 
e the meanes.char God hach ap- 
pointed, 2 elſe hee hath decreed jc 5 yee 1217 
never be ſaved· When he hath once appoin - 
ted theſe and theſe ſhall be your meanes; theſe 
ſhall you ule fort, yee ſhall never be faxed, 
5 wichout 


D , | 


ces, yon ul yee cannot dan 
So tis forHeavengexceptye abide in n 
— hw: 

1 fanle muſt give an accom be- 

bee bath wfed the meaners, Whe⸗ 

— them all yea or no. And 
accardiug as the account is hee can give, ſo 
ſhall his judgement be. God hath ſworne 
this, as I live faith the Lord; God hath 
ed his owne life upon this, that thus it ſhall 
be. As J live ſaith tbe Lordgevery knee ſball bow 
to mee, and every tongue ſhall confeſie to God, 
every one of uc all ſpall give an accompt un God, 
Rom 14. 11. 12 2 God will ex- 
empt none, wee muſt all be brought to an ac- 
compt for theſe things; will not thy heart bow 
to it > As ] live ſayth the Lord l le make every 
knee bow to it; Ile make you bow or Ve 
breake you for ever;as good do it as not, for ye 
ſhall give an accompt whether ye have done it 
or no. 
. Fourthly, beloved, God will net ſet 2328 
ther dore into Heaven for any man in ihe 3 
either come in at this or you ſhall never come 
in. Heele never make another Bible ; either be 
ruled by this or by none; Heele never chalke 
out another wa 25 — this way or chuſt 
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7-3and come into his way, or yeeſhall ne: 


eſcape the evill to come; can there be any dea 
ſonabler way then this 


5 


Proofe n. 


Fieſt, Some of the meanes that God bath aps} 
pointed zan may do. them without labour. yo 
may do them with eaſe; do but ſay Iwill, and 


it is done. What labour is ĩt to ſay, 


ny · keepers ſhall not ſit drinking in my houſe? | 


There is nere an Alehouſe in your Towne, 
but if they: will, may root out diſorders from 
their houſes, their owne wills do deſtroy 
them; Its no labour in the World to do this 
and will ye not do it? periſb then and thank yout 
om wilt. | B 25.9% 1 
.- Secondly, Some of the meanes that God bath 
appointed; are eaſter then them; onely that you 
would give way to another to do them; may 
be. the wife would have prayers in the family 
if the husband would give way. The Mini 
fer would teach you if you would give way; 
The Lord Jeſus might worke many things in 
you, it you would give way; this a leſſe then 
to will. You that have good Wives, who 
would reforme ſundry things if you would 
give way. &c. befeech you apply ieparticalarly 
to yourſelves, your ruin is wilfull if ye yeild 
not, and will not give way. 1 3630172088 

Thirdiy, Some of the meanes are e 
ſome of the meanes of grace are better for yo 
even in your-worldly and carnall reſpecłri Tou 
fay, that's: che eaſieſt of all tor a mai to fi- 
FUE. vour: 
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| the refo ing of your | aming, 'dicing, card - Is : 1 5 
ing in your Innes, your drunkenneſſe andg 
bezeling o're the pot, your pride andyourgal- = -*-:5 7 
- gawes, and the like; would not this favo%fʒẽ; 2? 

yolr purſes, and be more agreeable to your E 
very carnall reſpects? And therefore you tat 
odo net reforme theſe, you pluck wilfull perdition - -_ | © 
nd on your heads. LESS: 


58. Fourthly, ſome of the meanet of frac, #9. -- Ng 
(e? WM barder to omit them then to uſe them. <4 
ne, you meet with more hardſhips in the omblion 
om then you could light upon in the practice of/ 
them; I need not inſtance, the particulars are 

1; WW very familiar. 
o ifthly, Some of the meanes of grace, be they 

i bard, yet they are but hard; they are not impoſſible = 
Fer you tome; They will aske no more then a £9 
ron Wl Liclle labour and diligence, and therefore omit | — 
nay ted only by reaſon of will. ao. 3 3 

| hope by this time you ſee clearely the En 

truth of this ground. I yee will not ſet rt 
ſelves to nſe the meanet of grace and ſalvationg* ii * 7 2 
when yee die, you muſt needs lay the blame on 1. | 
willi; And why will yee ſo? Why will ye die 0 
bouſe of Iſrael ? | | 
But notwithſtanding the evidence of this 
truth; The wiſdome of the fleſh which is enmity © 
againſt God, fills carnall mindes with many >Þ 
objettionr againſt it; from all which I ſhall en- {1 - 
_— to vindicate it, byanſwering than all”  - 
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1. Object. e fiplt rl is drawne thoſe from 
an Ti res which — they cannot. 

2. Object. — theic own w „ they would, 

| but they cannot. A 

3.0hject. Is 885 their own Ae hey deſire todo 
it, but they — — — 5 ds, 

a Is E their reſolutions, e, but 

2 whether they will or no, they — to 
break their good purpoſes. 

5. Object. Is from their good endeavours ( as they 
ay.) they labour againſt their ſinnes, and yet 
they are tranſported — —_— 10 ſiveare be- 

ore they are aware, to be overt n 
gon Weil anſwer them in order. 7 

1. Object. As to the firſt Objection from the Ae, 

anſwered. which ſay they cannot, I anſwer. | 


T here are 
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t 

f 

v 

0 
= Tndeed the Scripture hals of five Cc. Bl 7 
1 — Firſt, Of a naturall cannot; ev 3 in 
. borne by nature under a — — and a nc 
cannot ſee God. But there is differehce be- Ca 

tweene thy cannot repent, and thy doeſt not Iſl 

— there is difference twixt theſe cyo. op 
c can 
eye 

ope 

not 

t 

S, 


cauſe af thy cannot is one thing and the 
of thy doeſt nat is another. The cauſe of 8 
ubs 28 the carnalneſſè of nature, but the caurfe of 
V deeſt not is the wilſuneſſe of thy willi Ile ae. 
/ rall man feceiveth not ihs thin things of the * * 
=: Fs = for they are fooliſkmeſſe to him; neither in- 
deed can bee for they are p irimaliy diſcerned, N ate 
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ferent cauſe of a naturall mant cannot, and his 
doe not; when he ſpeakes of His canxor , hee 
tells us the cauſe of that is, becauſe grace is 


: ſpirituall and he is carnall: Neirtier indeed 


can bee, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; 
but when he ſpeakes of his does not, you ſee he 
alledges adi t cauſe of his does nau. The 
naturall man does not receive the things of the pi 
rit of God, thiey are fooliſhneſſe unto him; He 
counts them all fooliſh ; He is ſo wil ll in his 
own carnall reaſon, that he counts ic folly to 
deny it; thou canft not do thus and thus doſt 
thou ſay? Why then wilt you count it folly 
todo ſo? when a man crofles thee of thy will, 
thou countſt it folly to put it up; J were a 
foole if I ſhould be fo preciſe as ſome be; 1 
were a foole if 1 ſhould not ſuffer a little diſs 


order in my houſe, as long as Igaine by it. 


This is meere wilfulneſſe; this, and not a cannot, 
is a cauſe of thy doeſt not, Thou canſt not 
indeed becauſe thou art carnall, but thy can- 
not is dead and not operative ; thy will is the 
cauſeof thy does not. 


cannot lay dead, for hee would not open his 
eye-lids ; his cannot is not operative till he will 
open his eye-lids. If he could ſee, yet he could 

not till lie would open his eye-lids ; fo thou 
wilt not open thine eyelids. 


Secondly, tlie Scripture ſpeakes of a dilibe- 5 Conch 1 


ate cannot, when a man cannot do a chin 
mely becatife bee cannot find in bis bart to dote- 
| F 2 Thot 
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Like the wi full blind Cecurt 
blinde man, Hee was blinde and would not pehebra 
open his eye lids. He could not ſee, but his cliudi. 


. * 
© 
« 
i 7 oF 
* - us + "he 
15 
RY x 
. I 
5 


* 
TL 7: 


yy 

+; . 
CN ” 
2 


of — 2 15 5 * 
\ * N 
” 1 4 
- A 7 be * — * 
- I * | L, c 
188 * by 
8 1 


W 5 
< r * 


1 r 
J r 2 a0 
. d S. \- 
# #4 3 4 # * . #3... Rh ING : * IIS 
|; x 5 
? 


* 4 5 Fi, 5 — * 


Thou canſt not repent. of this and that ſinne ⁶ 
and forſake it, the truth is; thy cannot ĩs th; 
thou canſt nat finde in thy heart to forgoe it. Such 
a couſe is ſo profitable and pleaſing to thy 
fleſh, thou canſt not finde in thy heart to a- 
bandon it, thou canſt not finde in thy heart 
to be friends with iuch a one; to part with 
thy vanities, or to abridge thy ſelfe of thine 
angry ſpeeches when thou art ſtird, &c. Thou 
canſt not finde in thy heart to do it. As the 
Jewel, you cannot believe, ſayes Chriſt, becauſe 
yee ſeeke honourone from another. Fob. g. 44.they 
would feine be well thought of, of all their 
acquaintance , and therefore they could not 
finde in their beart to believe in Chriſt. Oh that 
would make thee to be out of favour wich 
the Phariſees, and to be counted baſely of in 
the World. Therefore they could not finde 
in their heart to believe; now this is no excuſe; , 
thou cauſt not turne unto God, thou canſt not 
find in thy heart to part with thy luſts, this is ; 
thy cannot. | | 0 
1 
h 
”7 


3 Cannot. Thirdly, the Scripture ſpeakes of a judi: 
% eiall cannot, as a rogue cannot go, becauſe 
for his loytering the Magiſtrate hath lockt him in 

- the ſteckes ; This does not excuſe thee one jot, 


ſhall che villaine be wilfull in his Ioytering, Y 
and then complaine of the Magittrate - that wy 
he is not able to go about his worke 2 I can: m 
not go about my worke ſayes hee; and who: 8 
bad him be ſo idle as not to go about it, when 

he might? Thou haſt gone on may be wil Wi 
fully in thy ſinnes, and now the Lord bath in ©. 
fitted a judiciall cannot unto thee. 29 ci; 
ſ : 6 2 "i 
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duanſt not come out of thy fins, nay the Lord © 9 N 
© © hath caſt this cannot upon thee in judgement 3 

be hath ſer thiee in the ſtockes for thy wilfull 
ſecurity. As the wicked Jemes they could not 

* believe ſayes the Text, becauſe Tjaiab ſayth, 

hee bath blinded their eyes, and bardened their 

beartr, Joh. 12.39, 30 could they excuſe them · 

ſelves for their cannot? No the Lord had ſet 

them in the ſtocks for their wilfullneſſe and ſe- 

curity? They could not believe, for they had 

wilfully provoked the Lord to caſt this cannot 

upon them in. judgement. x 
Pourthly, the Scripture ſpeakes of a com- 4 Cannot, 
Pounded cannot. A cannot in ſenſu compoſito as 
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it we call it; a cannot in a compaunded ſence. As a 
h drunkard cannot tender hit family, his poore 
n Wife and children, No; as long as he lyes blow- 
> fing on the Alebench, he cannot, in a com- — 
& ounded fence he cannot. Ariſtotle ſets it out Fmpoſſivile 
1 y ſitting}; he that is fitting cannot walke, that f ſedemem 
nis as long as he is ſitting he cannot walke. As . 
1 Chriſt ſayth of a carnall man bee cannot bee my 
10 Diſciple 3 he cannot in a compounded ſence, 
1 he that commeth to mee and bates not father: and 
1 mother and wife and children, yea and bis owne 
7 


life, cannot be my Diſciple. Luke 14. 26. he can- 
not indeed as long as he ſtands upon theſe 


Wy termes, My father will not love me, and my 
10 mother will not like me; if I ſhould be one of 


your Diſciples, my friends would not owne 
me: | muſt do as I do or ] cannotkeepe my 
Vife and children. Indeed as long as thou 
ſtandſt on theſe termes thou canſt not be a Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt; thou canſt not in a eimpaun- 
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he cannot. But if he would give over one, he 


but if thou wonldſt divide it thou 
mightſt; wo man can ſerve two maſterr,, Mat. © 
6.24. marke compound them together and 


2 "TS. 
8 * 


might ſerve the other; thou canſt not thou 


ſayeſt. No; I yeeld thee in a compounded ſence 


thou canſt not, thox canſt not as long ar thou art 
thus eareleſte as thou art, as long as thou favoureſt 


thy ſelfe in ſuch and ſuch luſis,tbow canſt not; | 


The compounding of thy ſecurity and laxines with 
Religion, that is the reaſon why thou canſt 
not, this is it that makes our 2 — 
and our repentings hard, our believings an 
all our performances hard ; becauſe we would 
faine be compounding. We have much adoe 
to pray, our hearts can hardly be brought to 
wraſtle, much adoe to be humbled, our wils 
will hardly ſtoope; if it were not for theſe 
compoundings,theſe duties were eaſy. And what 
excuſe haft thou hence ? none atall, for itsa 
cannot onely in the compounded ſence that 
thou makelt it. | 
Fitthly,theScripture ſpeaks of a hambling can- 
not, a cannot not to bolſter thee up in thy ex- 
cuſes, but only to humble thee, that thou mayeſt 


be driven out of thy ſelfeunto God. A — | 
re to 


cannot live except it be his Maſters pleaſure 

take pitty on him; Is this any pretence to him 
to anger his Maſter? or tobe negligent of his 
Maſters commands? nay rather it forceth him 


to be fo much the more carefail toobey him, 


and to be humble before him. So the Scrip* 
ture ſayes that thou canſt not without God, 


except God ſheyy mercy on thee ," to convert 
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"of him. All — pry po 
thee with excuſes. Tuſh I cannot 40 a his Mi 
niſters do bid me, I cannot mortiſy thele ſing, 
Icannot be fo ſtrict, this is too much preciſe- 
neſſe you ſpeake of.O — not, this cannat ig 
enely to bumble thee; murmure not among your ſelues. 
No man cax come to mee except the father — 
bim, Ioh. 6. 43. 44 · This is no reaſon why 
ſhouldſt murmur or cavill, or be — 
as thou art, thou canſt not come at Chriſt 
the father take pity on thee to draw 
thee. Thou haſt ſo much the more reaſon to 
be humbled, and not to go on wittingly and 
. 
O1, V ed to pI 
thes ? in what a wofull caſe then 1 
provoke him as thou doſt? So much {hall 
— for the firſt Objection, drawne ont of the 
be * thing thou objeBeſt;ie thy willing · 
neſſe; thou wonldeſt as thou pretendeſt, but than 
canſt noi. 
4 I anſwer thee for this. 


Firſt, may be its the will of thy conſcience, 2- Object, 
and not the will of thy beart ; thy heart is car anſwered 


nall and unacquainted with God, and ſo its 
contented to be, only thy conſcience would 
have thee growbetter and more heayenly ; but 
thy heart will not yeeld ; and therefore all thy 

are nothings but deludings ; they ane 
only the willings pee ry and — of thy 


heart. Thou art chafing ery 
een, ＋ ee cho wi 
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- thou haſt — ſayes thou ſhouldſt 
pray holyer then ſo ; conſcience would, but ibm 
wilt not, conſcience would have thee get aſ- 
ſurance for Heaven, but thou wilt not be at 
the paines. Alas, this makes thee inexcu- 
fable, for now thou condewmeſt thy ſelfe , and 
yet wilt finne:thou art inexcuſable O man who» 
ſoever thou art that judgeſt, for wherein ibn 
Jredgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy ſelfe. Rom. 2. 

11. marke, when a man condemneth himſelſe 
he is then inexcuſahla.:¶ I do not now quote 
it for the particu i rthe Apoſtle does inſtance 
in there for judging another, ) for the truthis 
the ſame, whatſoever ſinne we do inſtance in, 
the truth is this that Paul grounds his ſpeech 

Note, on. Hee that condemneth himſelfe in a ſinne, 
and yet will go on in it; that man is inexcuſable: 
What now haſt thou gotten by thy plea? thou 
wouldſt, thou ſayeſt; this makes thy ſinne tobe 
worſe in that thy conſcience would, and yet for 
all that thou wilt not. | 

Secondly, may be its 2 copulative will; thou 
haſt a will to repent and be godly , but ic is 
with a copulative will. Repentance and ſome 
luſt,godlineſie and ſome luſt ; thou wouldſt faine W 5; 

leaſe the Lord and thine own luſt too, bere-M p 
ligious and proud too , believe in Chriſt and tc 


A, 7 m_ys fb wy ap we So ont” hd 4 


covet too, and be vaine too, &c. Thou haſt a g 
wi'!,bat it is a copulative will, to ſerve God ar 
and do this too; Piſh, cannot I ſerue God and M t. 
do this too ? No, no; this ſame copulative wil be 
4 flat contradiftion. Couple ligit and ' ar 
darkneſſe? Chriſt and Beliall, 2 Cor$.15. Its i - de: 
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chey cannot poſfibly be coupled. And there- 
fore this ſame * $qns will is nothing but 
a mockery and the truth ſtill is this thou wile 
Thirdly , May be thou haſt a vonlding wil, 
bit is no will, but onely a velleity ; ſo thou halt 
a woulding will. J would do as well as any 
other but I cannot; to ſpeake properly this is 
no will, for its onely that will wherewith 
te Holes will things im poſſble; I would I were at 
te London, with a wiſh fayes he; 1 would I could 
ce | flicas well as an Eagle. © Theſe things are im- | 
is poſſible, and therefore irs no will, but meere b 
n; dolly; thus may be thou willeſt grace, I would | 
ch with all my heart I could do as God ſayes, God 3 
ne; i Anowes my beart , my will in good, l would be 99 
le; better then lam ; And yet thy conſcience can 1 
ou call for ſomething or other to be mended, and 


7 1 or SS ” * 


be thou wilt not. This is an impoſſibility, and Ly vel» © 
for {MW therefore no will ; like the foole that would leiti no } 

ſt in his chaire, and I would I were at Land, vile © 
on i he would faine be at London and ſit ſtill. So BI 
it 1 thou fitteſt at the ſame paſſe, I d I were in 2 
ſome Cbriſt; thou wouldſt faine be in Chriſt, and 
zine yet thou art loth to ſtir out of that baſe tem- 
re · ¶ per thou art in. This is an impoſhbility, a 


and folly and no will; woulding nnd no willing. 1 
aft a grant the Saints of God have their wouldings, 
N. — their would does go further then their wil; 
al their wil is abſol#tt#ly;ſer to be holy, and they would 

be holy. Their will is d iy to be humbled, 


and they would be deeper; their would ir groun- 
ded upon a will, they will in ſome meaſure — 
x | y 
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Note, wonld is grounded upon a wi 
at bottome is this thou wilt not. 
Fourthly, may be thou haſt a generall meta- 


phyſical! will, but to come to particulart, there 
thon wilt not. 1 hate the Saints of God ? God 
forbid ? Tle never hate them while I live; and 

yet come to this Saint and that Saint; bim ban 


wile hate; him ? Hee is the verielt bypoerite in 
the Country, and keepes more adoe then 


When car. needs. Thus thy will is good to a company of 
nall men metaphyſicall Saints in the cloulds; but thoſe 


— 20 6 That are Gods Saints in particular, ibas mocleſt. 


tber ble- I be ſlubborne againſt the Commandements of 
miſh in the God ? I will not be ſtubborne againſt them; 


Saints, the yea but this and that Commandement thou mil 


they cha'B por abſerve. Thou wilt pot thinke beſt of them 
bypocrify, Of whom thou ſnouldſt, nor take up that 
Carriage in meetings that thou ſhouldſt 3 thou 
haſt a good will to the Commandemevts in 
ofeGion, but thy will ſtands againſt the parti- 

cxlars of them. Generalls are but Notions, when 

they are abſtrafted from the partiodors. And 
therefore thy will is but a Nation 3 the wil 

when it willeth indeed, willeth particulars, 

this perticular duty, this particular Ordinance. 

Indeed good in the general is the abje# of the. 


will hut when the will comes to will in the ea: 


erciſe of it it pitcbesb an p orgiculars. 
Fifchly, thou haſt no true will, I ſpeake fill 
to the carnall, I Gy thou haſt no true wilh 


_ L SIEM 

u that lieſt in thy ſinfull 
eſtate, thy would ir pure fally, A would groun- 
ded upon a will not is „ the Saint 
Iʒ bat thine, the raame 


Sam Tg. e- g. % % 


fo 
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| N becauſe if thou tray 1 thou couldft ; if r Ge e 
tou didſt truly will to believe, and will to be 4 
a new creature, thou couldſt; for the will it 
hach potenti am execavtixem , 10 fan as it will, 


60. It bath an executing power to go ſo far as 
it wills; if thou didſt truly and really will to 
6 I ſpeak holy, thy will would make thy tongue 
re ¶ to put it in execution. If thou hadit a will, 
xd I thy will would command execution, my tanga 
1d iN ſhell fpeake the praiſe of the Lord  ſayes David, 
os i P/ahi1g.171. 172. my ſoule itſball prayſe thee 
in I verſe 155. Igrant the woulding of the will 
en goes further then all execution can go, to will 
of i preſent with me, but bow to per forme that which 
ole WY is good, I finde not, Rom. 7. 18. I quote this place 
eſt. the rather becauſe many wreſt it to their own 
; of Wl destruction. Oh ſayes a wicked man, I have a 
mz Agood will, I would as Paul ſayes, but I can- J 
wil t performe, thus men miſinterpret this place; 
em for looke bow far Paul world, he could per forme, 
hat WW for the will hath patentiam executricem and an 
hou Wl i ive force over the man. What he did 


s in will, he did performe, he performed it in his * 
ati: beart and tongue and hand, &. but he would 


draw his will forwarder then it was, but he 
could not, his very will was partly unwilling, 
wil hee could net indeed performe ſo much as he 

„would, chat is, he could not draw on his will 
0 . as he would. His will was not 
rerfectly ſanctiſied, no Saint in this World 
* Mach any perfect completeneſſe of will; and 

Wherefore his performance is not perfect becauſe 
is will is not perfect. I ſay if thy will be 
Nenrerted to God, thou thy * 
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ted to God, obedience ever goes as far as thie 
will. And therefore if thou art willing, iir 
certaine thou art obedient; it yee be willin and? 
obedient ſayes the Text, Iſay 1. 19. whoſoever ©} 
is willing to obey , that man does obey in 
ſome meaſure, becauſe the will hath power of 
execution, and the whole man at command. 
3 This is the reaſon why Divines ſay, that the 
K ſincerity of the will 15 the condition of the Goſpell; 
| wherefore if thou beeſt not obedient, neither 
art thou willing to obey, all the powers of 
thy ſoirle and all the members of thy body, thy 
will hath an actus imperativus to command 
them. Now if thy will will not command 
them to yeild, thou art not ſo much as wil · 
ling at all; if a Juſtice of peace ſhould tell me 
he would give me a Warrant, and yet when 
all comes to all, he will not command his clark 
for to write it, nor his own hand for to pen 
it, I ſee plainly he will not. Doſt thou ſay I 
would obey Chriſt, and F would deny ſelfe, why 
then 4ſt thou not command thy Clerke for to writ 
t ? If thy will will not command tongue, 
Tongue thou ſhalt never talke ſo unproſitably 
as thou haſt done, and Eare thou ſhalt never 
hearken after vanity as thou haſt done; and 
thoughts, Thoughts yee ſhall never run at rover 
as yee have done. Ff your will were but willin 
it would command your whole ſoule, ſoule” tha 
ſhalt not do as thou baſt dine; as Davids will 
commanded his ſoule O my ſoule bleſſe abe Lad 
and forget thou not all his benefits, Fſalm 103. 
2. nay he commanded all that was in him, all 
that is in me, ble ſſe his holy name, vert, Soil 
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the will. 0 


all thy foule 3 ſoule , chou ſhalt not be fol- 
dome at the throne of grace at thou art, &c. 8 
thus much of the ſecond objection drawn from 1 


++: e the dbird. 
But thou defireſt to do iti, and therefore thow 
doeſt not ſtick at a will not. 


l T anſwer thee, who can tell beſt what is in thee, 3. Oleer. 
God or thine owne heart 2. verily the Lord that anſwered = 
did make it, is likelieſt to know beſt. Now 3 
the Lord ſayes peremptorily thou deſireſt not 
grace; yea and thy heart ſayes it too, and the 
Tod heares it, though thou heareſt it not; 
they ſay unto God depart from us, we defire 
not the knowledge of thy wayes, Job. 2 1.14. Ne- 
vertheleſſe becauſe thou ſtandeſt ſo ſtoutly 
upon it, that thou doſt deſire grace, Ile tell thee 
the reaſon of thy miſtake. | 
; - Firſt, thou haſt putative or thinking deſires, 
thou thinkſt thou deſireſt, and therefore thou 
art miſtaken ; like Seneca's young ſcholler , that 
ſaid he deſired tobe good. I do not ſay ſayth 
he, he lies, but putat ſe cupere, He thinkes bee 
d:fires; ſo thou ſayeſt thou deſireſt. I will not 1 
ſay thou lyeſt, but thou thinkſt thou doſt ſo; oe 
now alas by thoughts are the vaineſt things in Vanity of / 4 
the World. How long ſball vaine thoughts lodge thought- 
within thee. Fer. g. 1 4. thy thoughts are very. * Sings 1. 
vaine, there is no truſting to them. Naaman 3* 1 
thought, 1 thought ſayth he, but how wide Eſt. 5. 6. 
his thought was the ſtory declares. Hamen 
thought ber thought in bis bears ſayes the 1 | 
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is thonghts came to nothing but a Gal. 
lowſe and a Haber, '1ſbbibenos thought, bu 
you know what I thbyght: | 
it fell fowle on h nothing is more 
vaimthen the thou rnall mens hearts; 


1 


ndly, thou haſt ignorant deſires. thou 
4 be one of Gods Saints, thon de- 
ly ; for when thou comeſt to 
ſcewho the Saints be, namely, ſuch and ſack 
whom thou conceiveſt to be people 
and Puritans, then thou haſt no deſire to be 
one. Thou deſireſt to go after Chriſt, thou doſt 
igroranily di ſire it, for when thou ſeeſt thou 
muff take up this croſſes then thou haſt ns deſin 
thereunto ; as the Prophet ſpeakes of Chriſt 
In the perſon of the wicked : when we ſhall 
ſee bim, there is no beauty that wee ſhould deſire 
bim, Eſay 53.2. thou deſireſt with ignorant 
deſires before thou ſeeſt who he is; but when 
thou ſeeſt who he is, thou doſt not deſire him. 
Thou deſireſt his grace, thou defireſt to believe 
and repent, and to pat wp injures, tlieſe are 
ignorant defires before thou ſeeſt whae they 
be; but when thou ſeeſt what they be, what 
the injury is that thou ſhouldſt put up, then q 
thou doſt not de ſire io put it up ; What rbe finn 
is that thou ſhould leave, then thou doſt not 
defire tor to leave it; when thou ſeeſt them, then 
thou doſt. nor deſire them. When we ſhall ſee i 
him, there is no beauty that wee ſbaxid defire 


bim. | 5 | 
Thirdly , thou haſt werdering * 
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25 our Miniſter does hot 
n dumbe dgge; and 
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ſtirre ont for thine owne. How doſt thou deſire 
to be edified, when thou wile not ſtir out two 


or three miles tobe edifyed ? Thy defires are 
like w vagrami, that will be every- 
where wandring, bac only — No _ | 


ſbould be. S0 thy defires 

and youare happy, a mehl he is . 1 — 
art unwilling in the meane time to 1 
where and how God hath appointed thee. 
Theſe are none but gadding , wandring de- 
fires ; fe Rk ef the eyes then the wan 
2 6.9. thy * wan- 

to a — company of wi 

but thou wilt not obſerve ac which 4 
gives thee to ſee;thus much of the third objecti- 
on, drawn from defire* 


The fourth Objection 
Tho 2 bug 22 bb 


1 2 2 7 thee, do but confider what thy 


N ſes thou Nen 


and de ſtale fe how cho ar * 


oF 


F ber de href. B 


4 0 


wil ; 4p this will for hereaſter * 
will. 1 
Firſt, becauſe its bneh to ſou. Wl of the willing 
fer ibe preſent. Now the heart is unwilling to 
obey, and therefore it puts of the Commands 
ment to hereafter, not for any ſuch deſire that 
it hath to do it hereafter, but only becauſe it 
is uawilling to doit for the preſent. Like a man 
that is unwilling to lend; Ile lend you here · 
after ſayes he ; ſay not unto * Nighbour gag 
and come againe, _ and to morrow I will give thee, 
when thou ha ſt it by thee, Pro.3.28. his purpoſe. 
to lend him to morrow, was only becauſe he 
would ſhuffell of the lending to day. And 
therefore this purpoſe of willing hereafter, is 
110 wil at all, s bu y to — of the wil · 
ing for the preſent ou haſtt 3 
by thee, why doſt thou not take it? thou haſt | 
the temptation by thee, hy doſt thou not re- 
fiſt it ? doſt thou ſay thou haſt a will for bereaf 
ter, that is but a gull, that ton mayeſt not will for 
the preſent. 

Secondly, this will for bereafier is no willy 
becmſe it goes without Godizno will can go with- 
out God. Gods will is nom, he would have 
thee now and thou wilt not; thou wilt heres 
after, but then- may be he will not. He that 
will not when he may, when he will he ſhall 
have pay.z 1 

» converted, and pardoned, Nc. Long open to; 
me, nay but O man, when 7 would thou Hum 
auto thou wonldft, but I will — 


purpoſe, that Wee IN 5 


thou wouldit fainebe || 


| for hereafter 4 Tee. without (od. 10 # ; | efoi ny IS 8 : 1 
Thirdly, thy will for hereafter i n mil ; 
| _ thou ſhalt miſſe thoſe ſuppoſetions that thow 
wi Ne 
to EFirſt. Ibo ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalt have fewer 
ads tation. E — theſe troubles — 
hat | ver, and theſe temptations are over, I will; 
e it nay but O man when theſe are all over, new 
an bones will come. And if the temptations for the 
re: preſent be a hinderance, ſome temptation or 
ge | otherasbad thou ſhalt meet with, that ſhall 
hee, hinder thee hereafter much more, and therefore 
ole. | this ſuppoſition is falſe 
be Secondly , thou ſappoſeſt thou ſhalt be fitter 
nd bereafter; but, qui non eſt bodie cras minius aptut 
is erit. if thou, beeſt not fit now, much leſſe wile. 
vil; thou be afierwargs ; thoult be wnfitter and anſis- 
nity ter; like meat the longer it is kept, the unfit- 
ualt ter tis to be eaten, and therefore this ſuppoſis 
re · tion is falſe too. 
af. Fourthly, thy will for hereafter 3s no will, 
far but a encchery. Antigonuò die, Antigens F 
will give, this is not good in mens Lanes much 
ills kſſe in Godi. Dabo, I will give; this is no gift, 
the ſayes the Law. So reſipiſcam, I will repent, this 
ave vo repemance, ſayes God; thus you ſee this ob 
re: ¶¶jedtion is nothing, never tell me of thy purpo- 
hat ſes, thy purpoſes art willings for hereafter, and 
nall they are no wills at all. 


ebe Y © —- The fifth Objection. | 

[tor  Thovendeavonreſt and labowreſt to ſerve God ; 

OE ure 14 Mee fr grace , 
4 anſwer »Trubi $.Obect, 

for ; g ; G Do | b anne 4 


222 . 1 ; 2 8 ben habe þ ls; idy : 7 a 
So ſayd of that faſting; ſo niay I fay of 
thy labour, Le this the faſt that 7 have cbaſon? to | 
et 4 mant folfe for a day So, is this the la- 
bour that I have choſen ? To labour ſo as thou 
laboureſt ? but I need not to inſiſt on this plea, 
thy conſcience is able to anſwer it. Thou la- 
bour? thy conſcience knowes well enough 
thou art lazy, thau doſt not labour for holi- 
neſſe; ſo then thine impenitency ir willfull, 
and thy damnation willful and thy ruine will. 

Ta conclude then, underſtand all that you 
will not hear and obey. 

Firſt, that your deſtruction 3s from ſelfe, you 
cannot caſt it upon God; he offers you the 
meanes to eſcape it, and you will not, Hoſ 1349. J 

Secondly, your deſtruction it moſt juſt, you 
cannotalleadge ſeverity or crueley z no; your | , 
ſelves are the eruell ones. You judge your own 
ſelves unto Hell. The Lord preſſenb tbe Goſpel 
of grace upon you, and you put it offs. Act 


13.46. fi 
Thirdly, your deſtruction is inexenſabls, 
have nothing to excuſe you; God bath * — - 
way all clokes of excuſes, he hath offered you . 
Saving knowheageand you would natzaChriſt and ce 
Jou would not:geed.motiqnr,coundels,threatnings, to 
and you would not. Your mouthes are quite an 
hopped when you periſh, Mat. 2 2.12. G; 
ourthly , your deſtruction it unavoydable; | 4, 
if you would have relented aud yeilded,there || (6 
might haue beene hope, but you wouldnot f of 
You have hardned nech aud what's that but 
a will not? Therefare you ſhall be d= 
aut remedy,Prov. 29. 1. Fifth- 
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ſweare wy cover not, omit not the exerciſes 


Viale noe, © we ſay z not. God, _ 
Angels, nor Saints; no eye ean pi cer 
5 otra en ets 
z he is no object © a we 
of a gas man, no tale can tune him to take 
heed,ſo no meanes can tune you to take heed; 
and therefore when you rue it, you cannot be 
pittied. 

Sbechly, your det cut ion is grievous -; of all 
plagues, none will fret more, then thoſe which 
— — puld on himſelſe. Yor'le 

gnaſh your * — carſe your om 
with, wy 4 your own hearts; woe is me, Þ 
am under the — and my lelfe gathered i it; in 
Hell, nd my ſelfe kindled it. l might have pre- 
vexted it, hut 7 mud not. 


Now followes Application | 


Learne inſtruſtion then, leaſt yee periſh wil- 
fully reforme as much as you may, downe 
with all our diforders, ſtumbling blockes of 

4, and all the 1dols of your hearts, and 
caſt chem into the brookg Kidraz. Set up. good 
courſes as much as you may, ule all the means 
to ſalvation as humbly as you may; let not 
any family be without the due worſhip of 
God in it. Fathers, ſuffer not ſinne on your 
children, nor Matters on your ſervants; lie not, 
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ſayd unto Salomon, aſter hee had ſet kim 


So I may ſay to you, ariſe and be doing; up, 

ſet about it, uſe no excuſes, humble your ſelves 

before God,ſee your miſery and bewayle it, and 
the Lord be with you. 


* 


Ut may be you will ſay, this Doctrine is 


Pelagianiſme, or eArminianiſme, at leaſt, 


Nay then, let me tell you tis Arminianiſme to 


hold the contrary. Tow make your wills tobe 

Note-. Jour owne, and free for to will, that ſay your will 
11 to repent, but you cannot. And if God ſhould 
give you a poſſe, yee profeſle your ſelves to be 


of the Pelagian bereſye, if God ſhould give 


you apower,you would adde the will. To pafle 
over this and ſo to go on - 
1 Uſe For Except the beliete of this truth do ſinke in- 
inſtcuRian to thy heart, thou canſt never ſoundly be 


humbled; if thou ſhould ſay Lord I would | 


9 4 faine have repented all this while, bue Teould 
be hum · not, thou never ſoundly wert hambled ; 4 max 
bled unles is never bumbled as long as hee excuſes bimfelſe ; 
thou be- thou ſayeſt I would be holier, I would pray 
lieve this better, and I would reform more, but I cannot; 
ruth. this is to fall to excuſes, and not to be buembled ; 
For, 

I. Exenſe. Firſt, thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for all tranſgreſ 

* frons beſides originail. A man muſt be hambled 


for his actuall finnes as well as his originall, 
and count himſelfe inexcuſable for one as well 
as tother. But thou piccheſt all thy _— | 


bo- 
the Lord be with thee ſayes he, 1 Chron. az. 16. 


PF», 
+ 


2 l n 
V e UE ph * ** LP CEN 
« a <4 « 4 

* . 


n eres 
8 J ISCSI TIE bs 
«8 "PT 5 * N e 1 x 
of — 275 4 ͤ Me I 
; * * n * 3 1 2 
2 0 r 
IS i r 
3 : : 
— 
8 


the 
tion thy Apoſtaey in Adam, if now thou 
phe 4 2 Lord 5 I confeſſe 1 Was 
conceived in ſinne, but now I cannot doe 
with all; 1 cannot doe otherwiſe though 
would never ſo faine. I cannot bur 
drinke now and then and be drunk, 1can- 
not but rap out an Oath now and then in my 
haſte, &c. I confeſſe] brought this cannos upon 
mee in the loynes of Adam ; but upon the ſup- 
poſall of that doſt thou bid me give: over my 
finnes 2 J cannot; this is not to be bumbled, but 
to Fall to excuſes. Its true, actuall corruption 
which naturally flowes from original, requires 
that one and ſelfe ſame humiliation that orĩ- 
ginall does. But otherwiſe thou muſt be hum- 
bled with a new humiliation for thine actuall 
tranſgreſſions, or elſe thou art not humbled 
but pleadſt excuſes. David bumbl-s himſelſe 
for boch, with one humiliation for the one, 
Fſal. 5 1.5. 'whith another for the other, zerſ.3. 
But as long as thou pleadſt on this faſhion, 


thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for thy actuall ſinnes, and 


never art humbled. 


Nay ſecondly, thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for thy 2. Excuſe, 


originall ſinne too. Lord, I would be without ſinne, 
but F cannet , if I could I would ; belike then 
if it had beene thy caſe as it was Adams thou 
wouldſt not have eaten of the forbidden fruit. 
And therefore ic was his faule and not thine, 
thou wouldſt not have ſinned if thou couldlt 
have otherwiſe chaſed. And therefore thou 
excuſeſt thy ſelſe for that too; for thou ſayſt 
thou wouldſt not have ſinned if thou hadſt 
beene as hee, he ſinned when he might have 
. G 3 otherwiſe 
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thine originall ſinne too ; Ard 
eanſt not be bumbled as lang as thou pleadſt this; 


the truth ĩs thou didſt willingly {anne as well 


7 . God made man wpright,but they have 
— inventions. Eocl. 7. 290 
Bo — of Adam: being upight God made 


2 upright; hee does not ſay but gaz beth. 


Nets found our many inventions, as though it 
were his fault alone that was created _ 8 
hee cafls the — — 
Adam. But they have ſought out many in- 
ventions. Thus we nuiſt be humbled for our 


originall corruption; but thou oanſt not be 


hum led as long as chou pleadſt on thĩs manner; 
no thou excuſeſt thy ſelfe, and therefore thou 
| wert never yet humbled: 

3 Excuſe, Nay thirdly, thou exculeſt thy elfe for e. 
very ſinne, thou makeſt all thy fennel to be un. 
thing bur infirmi es, as though Pauli caſe were 
thine; the good which 7 would do, that do 7 
not, and the evill which 7 would not do, that do 
J. I would begodlier then I am, but I cannot; 
and therefore thou makeſt all thy ſinnes to 

Sinne of be infirmities. What is a ſinne of infirmity 

Infirmity. but a finne the will proteſteth againſi . — 
ſayeſt that thy will 7 coceſtech 
of thy ſinnes, thou wouldſt leave — but 
— ue not. See then — = thou act 

from ſound humiliation; t umptuow 
ſinnes are all nothing wich has, thy.ſtub- 
bomeſſe nothing , and thy wüde ne 


18 
- To 
- 


other wiſe thuſed';' but thou wouldit not ha have ; 
done ſo. Thus thou c cuſeſt thy, leh, for 
efore tbou 
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thou makeſt thy ſinnes to be purely and on 1 


infirniities, invineible infirmities ; inv 


inſirmit ies are the moſt excuſable of all. Now 


when thou ſayeſt thou ſtickeſt at a Cann; 
thou makeſt thy ſinnes not onely infirchities, 
but alſo invincible infirtnities 3 ſtick as thou 
canſt not poſſibly avoide, thou wouldit ſaine 
avide them but thou canſt not; and therefore 
if thou goeſt this way to work thou canſt never 
be humbled. N 

Nay fourthly, Thow commendeſt thy ſelf 
more then Gods; nay if ever God ſhould inable 
thee and give thee power to be a new creature, 
thou makeſt thy ſelfe more beholding to 


thy ſelſy then to God. The will is more 


then the power; the will to believe and repent 
and convert, is more then the power; Actus 
ſecundus oft nobilior actu primo. To be able to le- 
lieve and to bee able to repent and become a nen 
Creature, theſe are bnt firſt acts. If God would 
helpe thee to theſe, thou ſayſt thou wouldſt 

tother. Thou wouldſt believe and thou 
would convert, and thou would: be a 
new cteattire 3 if God would give thee the 
power, thou wouldſt adde the act. And there- 
fore thou commendeſt thy ſelſe more then 
God]; for in morall powets which have à fruher 
reference nnto act, the act it more noble dhen'tbe 
power. The trath is, the will is better thei 
the power of doing ;-and both is of Gad, 
and fo the Apoſtle does ſhew it. It God tha 
worketh in you, ſpeaking of the Saints yt 
Go that: worketh i you both the will wn the 

| G 4 


4.E x:uſe, 3 


' deed, Phil.1-13. 
| Firſt che will and I 1 
God. And th is is the reaſon why a child ef 


Note. 


5. Excuſc. 


' Apud Coſ- 
ſandrum, 

D- mine duc 
me quo non 
volo. 


3 E R 
ble +, ds * OTIS * 


24, x4 rh ET 
. C x 
4 A + * 
5 . 
"= - 1 

4 F 4 * „ 22 

A C 35 
3 CU 


marke;the will and the deed. 
to deed ; the will is the primary bleſſi 
Gods: eft ate is now better- under Chriſt, then it 
was before in innocency , for then bee bad 
onely power if hes would ; and now both the will 
and the deede. I ſay this is the truth, the will 
is more then the power; and therefore thou 
wert never humbled in thy life, that pleadſt, O 
I would if I could; hon makeſt thy ſelfe more bo · 
holding to ſelf then to God, if God ſhould ever con- 
vert thee;and therefore thou art not yet capable 
of converſion; why?thou art not yet humbled, 
but ſtandſt ar proud termes with the Lord. 
Nay fifthly, :bou canſt nat ſo much at pray to 
God for a will, thou art ſo proud, that tbom art 
conceited thou baſt that already. I have as 
good awill to be good as — but 
I cannot poſſibly do as I would; So that all 
thy prayers to God are a mockery, The god! 
humble ſoule * as the ancient Churc 
uſed to pray; Lord give mee a will to bee good 
which my will is ſet againſt. But thou canſt not 
pray ſo, thou art a richer begger then fo ; for 
thou had a good will already thou thinkeſt, 
A man cannot pray for a thing the lack wher- 
of hee is not ſenſihle thereof; if any man 
lack wiſedome, et him atlę it of God, Fame: 1. 5. 
Hee cannot pray for a thing if hee do not 


thinke that hee lacks it; Nor thou ſor a will, 


for thou doſt not thinke that thou lackſt ĩt. 
Nay if God ſhould convert thee thou canſt 
not give him thanks for converting. f 
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cy will needed none; may be thou wilt pray 
for poſſibilities till thou haſt them, and give 
him thanks for poſſibilitie when thou 
them, but thou canſt not pray for 4 will, ſor 
thou thinkeſt tbox haſt it; nor give bim-thankes 
I |} for thy will, for that is thirie owne. So that thou 
| art Deviliſbly proud ; never humbled ſince thou 
wert borne. Nay thou art ſo proud that all 
thy Prayersare but mockeries, and thy giving 
of thankes is a mockery. How canſt thou look 
that God ſbould convert thee, when asthy proud 
heart tells God before hand, than wouldſt not thanke 
bim if hee ſboult G. 
Nay fixthly , thox caſteſt all the blame upom 6.Fxcuſt. 
God; for its even juſt as if thou ſhouldſt ſay, I 
cannot helpe it if God be not pleaſed to in- 
able mee, how can I helpe it? my will is as 
good as anothers, ſuch and ſuch are ſo for- 
ward and ſo Heavenly, Zed gives them the 
power; but my will God knowes is as good 
as theirs, I would faine do as well as the beſt, 
bus I Cannot; O if God would inable mee, — 
I would. O beloved take deede of theſe con- uſe them- 
ceits , for yee caſt all the ame upon God; wheres ſelves, and 
as the blame is in your ſelves, yee would not be caſt the 
inabled. 1 ſay yee calt all the blame upon blame up- 
God, | God. - 
Firſt, becauſe ee cai? the blame upon nature, I Demm. 
its my nature, and I cannot ; 1 would, but its 4 0 
my nature and I cannot. Thou layeſt the 
blame upon thy nature, and therefore thou 
caſteſt the blame upon God for not helping thee 
10 4 leiter natuye; 1 is God that juſtly deters 
miner ment naturti. Ones nature is * 
< . N oy 
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— God. For its hee that diſpo 
ſeth of mens natures; and therefore, thou 
takeſt part with thoſe wretches that ſaid , why 
haſt tho made mee thus Rom. 9. 20. thou 
layeſt the blame upon God, I would not do 
thus, but onely tis my nature, and I cam 
not helpe it. No. And wilt thou lay the 
blame upon God? No, no; this is thy na- 
ture and thou art contented with this ns- 


ture. {on VET 
2 Demon, Secondly, Thox doſt caſt the blame upon temp · 
tations, it Is my hard hap to fall upon tempta- 
tions. I was tempted or I would not have 
done it 5 this is to caſt the blame upon God 
too, far it 3s his providence to order temptationt, 
Such and ſuch temptations for one man, ſuch 
and ſich for another, ſuch now and ſuch 
then. Its the providence. of God that diſpo- 
ſeth which and which temptations every mah 
| ſhall have. One ſhall have 2 to 
Pride, another temptations to „ Ano- 
ther to Revenge, another to Coveteouſneſſe. 
Its true; God tempteth no man, but bee ordets 
- |, the temptationt of men. Let 0 man ſaybeeii 
James 1.13 tempted of God, for God tempreth 770 Man. Ns, 
every man is tempted to ſinne by his o 
luſts. Thus thou wouldſt ſay it thou wet 
humbledʒbut thou layeſt the blame upon Goc 
it was long of temptations that I did ãt. This 
is as if thou ſhouldſt ſay 'twas long "—_ 


= - 


e p 9 
* 1 
* 2 re 2 9 
EDS IE ß 
= * 


r e 


= PO nm OM 2 
SS ˙ Ss OL ns * < PPP 
1 e n . F 
* 2 F 8 4 EIT, EN r $ 
$ * * N 7 . Nr e un + ant «2 4 
4 W 8 * N 3 be OS 4 — 4 8 r 
$' St 7 0 oo #4 2 8 r 9 es 7 
5 « 1 oo > „„ .—" L0 
— 7 F PE , P 8 <A ao Va 8 3 
, = . & y 7 
f F * 9 d 7 7 f 2 RR 
4 ; * - . 3 * 22 
3 
. : » 2 G * * » 7 
r t, uſe t 1 f 5 
2 ” & 6 * * * 
that ered the p to bee layd L 
| temp to be. 
bee | 


· d-/ | ö + 7 , 
Thirdly, becauſe thou layeſt the. blame ups 3 Demon. 

the timer, the times are very bad. I would not 
ug .ocin«hbis faſhion, but onely that the times 
wh require it. I would be more given to faſting 
9 and repeating the Word, &c. I would wik 
d lingly be more forward then I am. but the 
the times are very bad; Tbis is to lay the 2 
"ll God too, for God fetteth every mans time. If 1 
nt had beene in Chriſts time, or Pauli time, or 
n Queene Elizabeth time, I would have done 
thus and thus. Thou layeſt the blame * 
n 


— 
* 


u 
" God, for God ſetteth every mans time; W 
TY God from eternity made bis common place- 
500 Booke of all the whole World, hee appointed 


ſuch and ſuch to live firſt, ſuch next, and ſuck 
laſt; Such and ſuch to live here, and ſuch 
there; Such at Rochfora, and ſuck at London; ſo 
ſayes the Apoſtle, hee hath made of one bloud all 
Nations of men, to dwell on all the face of the 
Earth ; and bath determined the times before . 
pointed , and the bounds of their babitatious, Acte 
17. 26. marke, hee hath appointed the times. 
and the places. The times when they {ball 
Eve, and the places where. God ſetteth mens 
times; and therefore thou which layeſt the 
2 upon the times, layeſt the blame upon 


aA 


Fourthly, becauſe thou layeſt the h lame up- 4 Demon, 
on this Commandement, if it were any Com- 
mandement but this, F would do it; Bat this! 
cannot do; if it were any other * 
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5 Demon. 


Note. 


this, any diſgrace but this, I could willingly | 


have had it to have been otherwiſe, but I had 
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put it up, but I cannot put up this; if it were 
any duty but this; I would doe any thing but 
this, but to roote out all diſorders out of my 
Houſe alas I cannot doe this, I cannot live, as 
good keepe no Inne at all, as not ſuffer men to 
call for what they would, I cannot doe this; 
this is to caſt the blame Godtoo , that he 
ſhould make ſuch a Commandment as this, he 
ſhould have done well to have made another 
Law, and penned another Goſpel , and then [ 
would have kept it: thou layeſt the blame up- 
on God for it is God that made all theſe com- 
mandments, theſe are the commandments of 
the Lord, Dent 6. 1. The Lord made all the com · 
mandment:, and this too, and therefore if thou 
layeſt the blame upon this, thou layeſt the 
blame upon God. 

Fiftly, becauſe thou layeſt the blame upon il 
fortune and bad lucke, it was my ill fortune to 
marry a ſhrew, and I cannot but fret and lie 
out of doores. Alas, marriages are made in hea- 
ven, and God had decreed them;thus thou lay- 
eſt the blame upon God, tw¾as my ill fortune 
to miſcarry, to light upon ſuch a companion, 
to be ſo overtaken as I was, I would willingly 


not the lucke of it,and it fell out very unlucki- 
ly; thus thou committeſt two evils, bon play 
eſt the Atheiſt in ſpeakzng of fortune, like them 
in the Prophet that prepared a table for fortum 
as the word ſignifies, Eſay. 65. 11. I ſay thou 
committeſt two evils, one in calling it for- 
tune, the other, thou layeſt the blame upon 
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fortune and laucke ; it's 9% 71 pi eU —_ | 
ſayes Ariſtotle, tbe very Heathen is able to tell it men cal! 
3; God, and the Scripture puts it for Guds pro- fortune, is 
videncez and therefore when thou layeſt the Gods pro- 
as blame upon ill fortune, thou layeſt the blame vidence- + 
to upon God, fo that hence yee may ſte, that 2 
is; thou canſt never be humbled as long as thou 
he ¶ pleadeſt on this wiſe before God. I would ve- 
he ry erm {ory cannot: I ſay thou canſt ne- 
ber ver be humbled, becauſe this is to lay the blame 
nal upon God. Indeed a child of God, that of unwil 
p- ng is made willing, be may pleada cannot before 
m- i Chriſt without laying the blame wpon: God. Lord, l 
of 

m- 

ou 

he 
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can't humble my proud heart, nor cruciſie this 
bewitching luſt of mine, Lord I am not able 
to do it, I beſeech thee to helpe me. I ſay a 
child of God that is ſincerely willing to do it, 
may plead a cannot before Chriſt; nay Chriſt 
his promiſe can nowhere be applied, but 
to where the ſoule can truly plead a cannot. He 
lie giveth power to the faint, to him that hath no 
2a- might I will increaſe ſtrength, Iſay. 40. 29. 
y- WM when the ſoule lies tugging and pulling at his 
ne heart and cannot pull itup, ſtrivingand en- 
n, W deavouring and ufing all holy meanes and 
cannot, its even faint with pulling and tug- 


ging at that which it cannot. As ye know twil 
make any man faint to be ing at amil- 


ſtone, wich he cannot pull up. When the ſoul 

lies thus at a cannot, I will give power ſaies 

Chriſt, though it have no ſtrength, I will ina- 

ble it: 4 child of God that is willing may 

a cannot, without laying the blame upon G os 
| en 
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2 Ne denen never be humbled while 


chor Iiveſt, if thou pleadit thus a cannot, be- 
cauſe thdu layeſt the blame upon God. | 


6 Dem. Nay ſuethly, thou canftnot be hambled be 


cauſe thou doſt not only lay che blame upon 
God for thy finnes, ut fixd:ſt fault mn 
all gods proceddimgr; it is as if thou ſhouldeſt 
fay, why. does he bid m repent, when he knowes 1 
canment ? why does he yer complaine? Rn.. 
19. he knowes that I cannot, why does he 
wooe me to do thatarhich I cannot? or pro- 
miſe me bleſſings i l doc when he knowes that 
cannot? why dos he helpe me to more and 
more — he does but hurt me with 
knowledge, and make my ſinnes to be woria, 
which I vannot forfake. My ſinnes are now 
againſt knowledge, and Miniſters tell me that 
is worſe; this is all. chat I get by your prea · 
ching; nay than findeit fault with all 

eorrections: why does he puniſh me for not 
doing of that which I cannot & thus thou art 
far from'being:hambled ; the truth ia, thou 
mighteit ger à great deale by knowledge, by 
extrortations, and reproofes and corredtiang, 


but thou wilt not: is it noteaſier to leave a 


finne when thou knoweft it, then when thou 


art ignorant f it? to be moved when thou 
art exhorced, then when thou art not admo 
niſhedar all? to forſake a finfall courſe whe 
once God hath imbixtered it to thy fleſh by 
corrections, then when ic was ſweet ?-i2 it nat 
eaſter to give over drunkenneſſe, when thy a | 


88 SN. n 


122 


* * 


ane — — wilt not. Wh 
ſbaeld yow be ftrichen any more ? yee will reve 


this is Gods language he finds faule with thy 
will, but thou findſt fault with bis will; why 
does he ſinĩte me more and more, I cannot but 
revolt? I cannot doe as he would have mee; 
may be thy luſts are more mannerly then to 
ſay thus; but this ſecret grumbling is in thee, 
if thou ſayeſt that thou ſtickeſt at a cannot, 
and therefore thou canſt not be hambled. 


Fee bert then the deceitof hy beort; 


If God would give me grace, Iwould wil- 
lingly doe any thing; this is nothing but the 
deceitfulneſſe of thy beart, wbich is deceitfull a- 


wo Gad; I would very faine, if God would 
able me; thou lyeſtʒ God knowes it is not ſo: 
like the milf Fewer, they would be Gods 
Mpcoplc,they would ſtay themſelves upon God; 

od tels them in effect they lyed, I hnew thow 
ert obflimate, and thy neck is an iron finew, and 
by brom ira, Tſay. 48. 4. wouldſt thou be- 
ive in me? no, no, I know thon ant ff, 
nd wie n; ſo knowes thou art obſti- 
natd I cannot ibi ee 

an 
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more and more, Eſay. 1. 5. Ye will ſaies God, 


in the ſecand place, if it be thus, the reaſon NC- 
why thou doſt not amend, is not becauſe thou diſcoras 
canſt not, but becauſe thou wilt not. the heart: 


have althings. For thy beart does but here ye Lex. 17.9. 


n Fa 


">. and troth; I cannot ſee tis a ſinne notes prag 
daily in my family, not to repeate the NC u 
every Sabboth : If I could fee it were a finne 


# # 
ä 
. 
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would mend it; no, no, thou lyeſt to God, 
thouart obſtinate and thow wouldeſt not bave it a 
ſinne, and thou wilt not beleive it, and if thou 
didſt know it to be one, thou wouldeſt not re. 
forme it. 
Secondly, hereby thou dodgeſt with God, and 

t bon tempteſt the Lord. If God would give me 

race I would doe it; this is nothing but dal- 

ying and trifling with the Lord; for why 
doſt thou not ſet about ic and try every day 
what thou'canſt doe? If God would but quie- 
ken me and perſwade me, and compell me, and 
inable me, I would doe it. Alas thou 
with God as the people in the oſpel, if he will 
come downe from the croſſe we will beleive in him, 
Mat. 27.42. they had no will to beleive in 
him, this was nothing but dodging : Chrift 
bad done enough for them to make them believe, 
ifthey had any ſuch will,and this was nothing 
but a pretence of their deceitfull heart. 

Thirdly, hereby thou ſbaff:ſt of the word, 

when thou haſt heard it, God give me grace to 
do ſoas he hath taught me this day, alas I can- 
not my ſelfe, God give me grace, and fo ſhuf- 
fleſt it off, and think'ſt no more of it: like 
(thoſe you call) godfathers in ſome places, as 
ſoon as ever they are charged at the Font to 
_ looke to the child, and fee him brought up in 
| religion, they preſently goe and put off the 
charge on the Father, I pray you take the charge 
upon you: fo thow.layeſt the charge at Gods 


doore, 
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doore,when God gi any duty in charg 
thou layeſt it at his doore, as though i 
there, and there thou letreſt it lie, 
about it to doe it; God give me gracs, repen- 
tance is bis gift, and if he doe not give it, I can 
not repent, I would but I cannot, if he do not 
give it: the ſpeech is very good and becomes a 
godly ſoule that makes conſcience of the 
meanes to ſay it, but this is thy ſhuffling to 
lay it at Gods doore, as though it ſtuck there; 
God tels thee plainly it does not ſticke at him, 
he would bare all to come wnto repentance, 
2. Pet. 3.9. but thou wilt not come, and this 
the deceit of thy heart to ſhuffle it from 
Cee 

In the third place, is it ſo, that the reaſon 3 Dſe. 
why thou doſt not amend,is not becauſe thou 
canſt not, fot onely becauſe thou wilt not? 


Ob then my Brethren learn to be humbled. 


This point calls for great humiliation. 

Firſt , here lies eſpecially the pride of the 3 Dee. 
bear', not in mens cannots, but their will nots ; — <Vg 
when a ſoule does whatſoever it can, reformes ti 
as much as it can, uſes as many meanes as it 
can, and as often as it cap, this is not a 


heart: but a pro heart is that eſpecially which 
— at will not. will not heare, my 
ſoule ſball weepe in fe beplaces for your pri 
Jer. 13. — e, for your pride, if we gene 
not, he does not ſay if you cannot, my foule 
ſhall weepe for your pride, if ye flick at a can- 
| > not, 
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Hotz but if yte tick at a will hot; do ne 
this pont does lift ap mens wills, no, this point 
does as much beat at the humbling of the will, 
as any point under heaven; for here lies all the | 
pride of the will, and therefore here yet maſt be 
humbled. | | | 

Secondly, here lies eſpecially the hardning 
of the heart: when a man ſtickes at a cannot, he? 
does not more and more harden his heare but 
onely ſtickesat the fame hardneſſe he had. Be- 
loved, thou doſt then harden thy heart when thou 
wilt not obey, and therefore here's moſt need of 
thy humbling , to be bumbled for thy willnots; 
its ſaid of Pharaoh he hardned bir heart, Exod. 
9. 34. what followes ? He would not let the chil 
dren of Iſrael goe : thy will nots theſe are they 
that harden thy heart; doeſt thou complaine 
of the hardneſſe of thy heart? O goe and 
humble thy ſoule for thy will nots, theſe are 
the hardners of thy heart, nay ler me tell thee, 
thou haſt nohardneſſe of heart, no more then an 
infunt or a babe, but onely that wbich thy will 
notr have made thee , and therefore thou haſt 
great reaſon to be humbled for thy will 
nots. 

Thirdly, here lies eſpecially the ſtabborn- 
eſſe of the beart; whena child that is comman- 
ded by. his Parent to obey ſtickes at a cannot, 
be obeyes as farre as he can, but onely he ſticks 
at a cannot, he is not ſtubborne; ffubbornneſſi 
x mhen one ſtickes af a will not if a man vave a 
Hul horne ſonne which 1 obey the vbice of 
bis F atherg,Pevt:2 1.48, ſo here lies eſpecially 
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Fourthly, here lies the greateſt d&ſcrifrigr ef 
the Commandments of God; authority is never 
ſo much deſpiſed as when men will not ſubmic 
tot: a father i deſpiſed when a ſonne will not 
g heare him; anda maſter's deþiſed when his ſer. 


e. vant will not do as he bids him; nay a com- 
t mandnment cannot be deſpiſed but by wil notr, it 
= may be omitted, and not obeyed by cannotz, but it 


1 cannot be deſpiſed but by will nots; if yer 
f ſhall diſpiſe my ſt atuter, ſo that ye will not dv 4ll 
63 my commandments, Me. Levit. 26.15. O what 
d. infinite reaſort haſt thou to be humbled, thar 
* deſpiſeſt the Lord? He cannot endure that 
y men ſhould deſpiſe him; he can put up any o- 


© ther wrong rather then this, that men ſhould 
d deſpiſe him: but to be ſleighted and deſpiſed 
e he will not, cannm endure it. For three tranſs 


ts grefſiors of Tu ah, and for fonre Iwill not turm 
n away the puniſhment thereof, becauſe they hav? 
Ul deſpiſed the law of the Lord, Amor. 2 4. he will 
ſt not turne away the puniſhment of this ſinneʒ 
U when men do deſpiſe him; what infinite need 
then haſt thou to be humbled under thy will 
1 not, thou deſpiſeſt the commandment. ; 
1 Heres a wofd to you that ate godly ; O what , vr. 
t, mercy hath the Lord ſhewed to you, and how Toquikyy 4 
* — ydu to be — never was there ny | . 2 
| uch merey as this, to ſhew merey rothe wilfielt; fulaeſe of 
5 O woefull ſoule, be his miſery fever ſo great the godly. 9 
hee's not the fit object of merey 3 for thun 4 
miſery be mereies object, 7 et joyn d wth wilfulluer 75 Nosg 
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So you had no 
mercy on your ſelves, but the Lord had; yee 
were wilfull againſt mercie, and the Lord 4 2 
ned mercy on you, whether you would or no; he 

commanded bis loving kindneſſe, Pſalm. 42. 8. 

goe mercy and ſeize on them, goe loving kind- 

neſie , and make tbem take yee; not as though 

God converted you againſt your wills: for 

when hec onyerted you, your unwillingneſſe 

was taken away; but he made you of wnwil- 

ling, willing. Oh the infinite mercy of God, 

3 the infinite cauſe you have to be thanke- 

| ull, | 

5 De. In the fifth place, to you that ſtand out in 

A feaſona- your wilfullneſſe ſtill; is it ſo that yee ſticke 
ble Item to ata will not? then be exhorted to be much in 
rebelli- abaſing your ſelves before the Lord : your | 
ous ſpirits ſtoutneſſe is intolerable, that you dare ſet up 
the briars and thornes againſt God in battle; 
down with them and be wiſe:you harden your 
own 
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ET the groſſeſt Selſe 1 . adler. 

on hearts, and diſable your ſelves more and 

more for 8 it; ye deſpiſe the Lords 
name, by the ſtubborneneſſe of your froward 
will, you can never be ſaved except your wils 
ſtoop : before Chriſt will medule with a ſoule, 
hee ! firſt acke, art thou willing? as he ask d the 
blind man, wb. a wili thou that I doe unto tbee? 
Lord faies he that I may receive my fight, Lak. 
18. 41. So the firſt queſtion qe puts to thee is, 
what wilt thou? Lord that] may be humble, 
converted, purged : if thou beeſt willtull, 4 
though: he never take thee in hand, but leave PRE. 1 
thee to thy ſelfe , he will be juſtified in thine 11 
eternall confufion. —4 

Firſt, Is it not enongb that thou haſt willingly Conſider. 

fallen in Adam, but thus muſt willingly ſtand 

aut againe ? God now calls thee to meanes o 

grace, thou haſt ſtood out once allready, and 

wilt thou be wilfull to ſtand ont againe? as 

Iſrael, though in a miſtake, ſaid to their bre- 

thren, is the iniquity of Peor too little for us; 

from the which we are not cleanſed to this 

day? but that yee muſt turne away this day tog.F; 

Toſh. 22.17. So may] ſay, is your willing 

apoſtacy in Adam too little A you, from the 

which yee are not cleanſed to this day? but 

yee. muſt willingly ſtand out againſt C briſt 

too £ 25 

Secondly, conſider the very Saints of God 

that have not halfe ſo many wil nots an you, that * 

ſtieke more truly at a cannot; 1 would doe the 

good but I cannot. I ſay the very Saints of 

God they labour heel themſelves every 
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7.24. does Paul cry but, Oh wretched man 
that I am? he was a Saint ef God, and beire af 
heaven, and ſure of bliffe; does he cry out of 
himſelfe, that he was wretched 2 oh what in- 
finite need then haſt thou to be humbled ! 
Thou art yet a child of hell, an heire of dam · 
nation, wilfull . thy ſinnes to this houre, Ob 
! 


wretched man th 
Thirdly , confider the more ſhamfull ayes 
ſenne i, ibe more — — to be bumbled ; thy ſinne 
Iã⁊qñ moſt ſhamefullzfor thou corrupteſt thy ſelfe, 
EE they bar s corrupted tbemfelves, Deut. 32. 5. ſo 
* 11852 thy ſelfe, thy will corrupteth 
it telfe. 
Nay fourthly, conſider ther t no greater ſhame 
then to make away ones ſelſe; thou deſtroyeſt thy 
ſelfe; Oh Ifraet thou baſh de ſtroy d aby falfe. 
Hoſ. 13. 9. More credit to be ſtabdby the high way, nay 
3 more credit to be hanged on a Patibalum as 
a Malafafor, then to merger ones ſelfe. Put 
him into a hole, drive a ftake through his 
body, feraMonument of fhame on him. ( 1 
do not know whether it be ſo among you, but) 
it is ſo in ſome places, when a man murders . 
SOM Bun 0 33 murder thy ſelfe, nay 
Wiltollall- more thy ſehfe; makeſt away thy ſoule. 
13 Be vext then with thy wicked will COT 
murder. madde man am I ? Iwill have this luſt , and 
| J wilt have that paſſion, like the people, wee 


Sam. 13. will have a King over us; no ſayes Sammel, the 
„ Lud pour God, is your King; nay but wee will 
| bavg # King · So thou art wiltall, and thou 


wilt 


hes 
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wilt da thus Ol go not A debe Lord bath 
forbidden thee ? Nay but I will de it. Thus 

thou art wilfull, and thou wilt to fell zvex 
thine owne heart wich this. When a :3/fal 
MHalefacter, comes afterwards to know that 
if hee had not beene wilſull the judge mauld 
5 have ſaved him, Oh how will it vex him] hep 
5 could even rend his owne haire and teare his 
owne fleſh , what a madde an was I /. I for- 
ſooke mine owne Cle ſo thou for- 
5 ſakeſt thine owne Clergy, Me one mergy 5 
they that obſerve lying vs, forſake: their 
< owne mercy , Jonah 2. 8. vexe thine one 
b heart with it, ſay I have torſaken mine one 
mercy. | 
F ihiy, conſider if you would but 'vex your 


0 owne ſoules with this ſerious conſideration, it; 
E would make you kick your Juſt under forte, and 
r cry out upon them, out upon you, get yee 
0 hence, as they cryed aut upon their Idols, 
. Eſay 30. 22. get yee hence, yet yee hence; here 
, is no entertainment for you from henceforth. 
I forſake mine owne mercy as long as 1 keepe . 
) y ou. a $5 
: Having ſbewed you that except your brliefs of 
a this point be rooted in your bearts,yee 
leſt, becauſe hereby you excuſe your ſelves 
/ Fem all you manſpreſſions beſedes origi» 
nall. ' SITS p 
H 4 Nay 
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Nay thirdly, you make all your fene, to 


be nothingbut infifimities', invincible infirmi- 


tie: 5 


Nay fourthly, you commend'your ſelves more 


then God. 
Nay fifthly, you block up the way to thetbrone 


of grace. * i 
- Nay fixthly ,FWou caſt all the blame uh 
God | 


ture. 


Secondly, becauſe you caſt the bheme on temp 


#2tions. | 
Thirdly , becauſe you lay the blame onthe 
times. 
Fourthly, becauſe you lay the blame upon tbe 
Commandement. 
Nay ſeventhly, you finde fault with all the 
dealings of God. 
Oh takeheed then of theſe baſe pleas and 


pretences ; for 


That ] may interpoſe foure or five particu · 


lars unnamed. 
Firſt, this ſame pleading is the cauſe why 


you are lazy and idle in the uſe of the meanes; 


namely becauſe yee ſuffer your bearts' to _, 
Oh wee cannot do thus. We cannot beat downe 


this evill; why did the unjuſt Steward refuſe 
honeſt Iabour to worke for his living. J can- 
not digge ſayes hee, Luke 16. 3. therefore hee 
refuſed to labour; ſo this is the cauſe why yee 


Pug 


your ſelves for your ; 


Firſt , becauſe you lay the blame pon 12 | 


18 3 
*. 
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er your hearts thus to pleade, I cannot do ĩt; 


This is the reaſon why yee are backward to 
labour; how know yee what may be done if 
yee would buckle to . ? but alas, 7 cannot 
doit lay you; and therefore yee are dead and 
dull and ſluggiſh to every good Ordinance. 
Shake off theſe lay hearted ple, otherwiſe yee l 
never buckle to labour. 
- Secondly, this — brings up an ill 
report iety and godlineſſe; generally men 
Fe Adel gen is ſo — — holineſſe is 


impoſſible. Wee cannot be Saints, and wee 


r 


are not able to be ſo holy; theſe pleas bring 
an evill report on Religion. Like the ſpzes that 
brought an evill report upon ¶ anaan. Num. 
13.23. What ſayes the Text in the verſe go- 
ing before ? we be not able to get it,fay they, 
verſe 31. this made the reſt of the people ebinke 
hardly of their going into Canaan ; they gene- 
rally thought it was to very little end. Oh 
they were not able to winne it; ſo yee bring 
an evill reportupon the Heavenly Canaan, the 
fleſh is too ſtrong, the divell too ſtrong, temp- 
tations too ſtrong , and its impoſſible to grap- 
ple with them all, wee are not able to get 
maſtery. 1 ſay this brings up an evill report 
on Religion , yee diſcourage one another. 
cannot get quickning, and I cannot deny my 
ſelfe. Yee bring up an evill report upon theſe. 
duties, and yee are guilty of the evill report 
that goes up and down. 
Thirdly: this ſame pleading is a murmaring 
- againſt 
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agginit. Gad. g. d. why des God giue mee fuck 
Commandements , that I cannot obſerve '? Why: 
does he charge mee to root out a luſt that I can 
not root aut ? this is to murmur againſt God. 
Like thoſe murmuring Piſcighes in the Goſpel, | 
when they were told they muſt feed upon 
Chrilt, and as the body feeds upon meate, 10 
your ſoules muſt ſeede upon Chriſt ; this is a hard 
ſaying,who can heare it ſay they ; 2' Chriff cn 
ftrusd this ſpeech to be mj. Joh.6.60, 
61, Wee cannot do this, and this ts ſo hard 
we are not able todo it. The Text fayes it | 
was murmuring, when Feſin lee iu binfelft | 
that bis Diſciples murmared at in; that pleads 
ing of a cannot was a murmwring, So when | lab 
thou grumbleſt on this manner I cannot walk 
thus; I cannot believe thus, &c. this is to mur | he 
mur againſt God, nay this will bring thee to ; I 
Apoſtacy at laſt , it thou ſuffer thy heart to ; 
plead thus. May be now thou art a forward | ** 
profeſſor, yet beeſt thou never ſo forward ä 
and favoureſt any laſt, and l cannat give it o- | 
ver „I cannot root it out, &e. I ſay tliis will 
breake thy neck at the laſt, if thou doſt not * 
looke to ĩt · So it was with thoſe forenamed 
Diſciples, they were very forward Profeſſorm | ** 
for they were the Diſciples of Chriſt fayesche f , 
Text; yet thoſe Piſciples, they. went amay hack Je 
and walked. ne more with Chirſt, ver 66« their 
pleading of their cannots, drove them to %, 
Apoſtacy they went away back. So thou wik 
ge away back, and fall into Apoſtaeyif thon | ,, 
ſuffer thy heart to. frand pleading of cn in | 
this manner. Fourthly, 
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"Ycuſer ; I pray thee have mee excuſed ſayes one. 
I have bought five yoake of Qxer, and I po 
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Fourthly, this is the ; 
cvſer, many ſinners excuſe their own ſelves, 


there is more mannerlineſſe in all their ex- 


thee bave mee exeuſed; (ayes the other, I 

bought a purebaſe, I pray thee have mee excu- 
ſed. Theſe though wretched excuſers and 
turned out from all mercy , yet they were 


Somewhat more mavnerly ; hut | cannot come, 
ſayeſt thou 3 | have married a Wie, and F 
cannot come, Luke 14.20. this is a moſt ſawcy 


excuſe, thou telleſt Chriſt in plaine termes, 


IIcannot come, — yee may even ſave your 
labour to invite, 
Jas we ſay, I cannot come. This I put in only by 


or this is the ſhort and long, 


the by. 
| Wee you ſome of the deceits of the heart 
in pleading theſe cannots. 
irſt, How it lies umto Gad. 
Secondly, how it dailies with God. 
Thirdly, how bereby it puts off the word. 

And then I ſhewed you the ſtrong rea- 
fon we have tu be humbled under theſe will - 
nots. 

Firſt, becauſe heere cheifly hes the pride of the 
- in mens Gannotsbut in their will noa 
er. 13. 17. 
Secondly, here lies cheifly the hardning of tha 
heart, Ex. 9. 3 4.35. 
Thirdly, here lies cheifly the fab borneneſſe of 


the bears, Deut. 2 1. 18. 


Fourthly, here lies chiefly the greateſt deſÞi- 
ng 


ſanſuſt excuſe of all 


* 2 
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Note. 


the will is more then another Creation; for 
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ſing of the Commandementi of God , Levitt 
15. : A b 4 
Fitthly, now to go on, here lies the reaſon 
why Divines ſay that the converſion of a ſinner: 
is a harder worke then the Creation of Heaven 
and Earth; for thus they do reaſon. When 9 
God created Heaven and Earth, hee had no- 
thing to reſiſt him; as hee had nothing to n 


nes 
* 3 


helpe him, (he made all of nothing) ſo he had 2 
nothing to reſiſt him. There was but am 


difficulty in the creation of Heaven and Eartb;but Ml. 
in the converſion of a ſinner there be two difficul- fo 
tie. ; 
Firſt, here is the ſame difficulty that was in ſh 
creatign, far God makes a Gonvert of nothing; 3* 
he had nothing to helpe him,not one thought, 
not one deſire, not one good inclination 
and therefore the Scripture calles it a new 
creation; whoſoever is in Chriſt is a new eres 
ture, 2 Cor 5. 7 that is, is created anew. 
And therefore, there was nothing præixiſtent, 
no not one thought, all the thoughts of men are oneh 
evill, and that continually. So there is the ſame 
difficulty, that was in the Creation of Heaven Þ * 
and Earth ; and then : abu 
Secondly, there is another difficulty more 
then there was in the Creation; for as then 
was nothing præxiſtent to helpe, ſoa there wa 
nothing io reſiſt. But here is ſomething to reſiſt, 
the _ 00 ; — Cannst does noi 
reſiſt. No, the beſtowing new powers ir . 
— then another C . Mur the 2 
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"JJ fires they — all * _ 3 oper and 
-W the greateſt reſi ſtance of all is the reſeſMhce of 
the - 7055 the will is the utmoſt ſtrength of 
che ſoule. And therefore here lies the infinite 
difficulty of the converſion of a ſinner, name- 

ly in the turning of the will; it requireth 
& more power, then was required to the creati- 

on of Heaven and Earth. God puts himſelfe 
forth more when hee converteth a finner, 
chen when hee created a World; and there- 
forethe Scripture calles the day of converſion 
of mens wills, the day of his power. Thy people 
ſhall be willing in tbe day of thy power, Plal.110 

3. In the day of thy power; marke its cal- 
led a day of Gods power, when hee con- 
verteth a le to be willing. Why ? be- 
cauſe the will did reſiſt him; ay God bad his 
omne ſelfe to refiſt bim, anger ſteps in his way 
to reſiſt him. Convert him not Lord, his 
wilfulneſſe hath anger d thee ; Juſtice ſtept in 
to reſiſt him, ſave him not Lord, his ſinnes 
have diſhonoured thee. Nay, he had his mer 
cyto reſiſt him; mercy ſteps in, Lord hee hath 
Jabuſed mee, fave him not. Indeed had a ſin- 
Iner yeilded as ſoone as hee finned, mercy 
would not reſiſt him; but mercy had. bee 
dealing with him, and hee abuſed all mercy. 
And therefore hee had mercy to reſiſt, nay 
and wiſdame one would thinke to reſiſt too, 
hat a wilfull foole ? pitty bim not Lord. There 
is no reaſon hee ſhoulbe pitied, if hee will 
: - -  perith 
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a ſinnerd us there was ro affift b, fo th 
was A v0 ref. The will does refiſthim, n 
God had fiimiſtlfe as I may fo : ſpeake a 
reſiſt him; yea, and merey to veſiſt himzit was! 
not ſo in the Creation of Heaven and Earth. 
The creatwre bad never provoked Gol nat toc af 
at; but the ſinner bath provehed God never io col 
vert him; ſo that now God muſt have power 
over himſelſe if hee meant to convert him, 
Oh then what infinite reaſon; haſt thou to be 

humbledʒ thou 2 — 8 g toll 
the Jewes, you have alwayer ea the Hoh 
Ef, Acts 7. 51. ſo thou bal fits 64 
Pee yea , thy will does reſiſt him, and that 
is the ſtrongeſt thing to reſiſt in the World, 
His word comes to convert thee, and thou 
doſt reſiſt his motions, his mercies, his cor: 
regions, his ordinances and all holy meant: 
to convert thee, thou doſt reſiſt them; nay 
his ſpirit contendeih within thee , and thou df 
I gave you five things to conſider, what it ii 
10 ſticke ai your wil nots. 1 beſeech you conſider 
yet further, 
PFirſt, If you will not, Gods Miniſters bas 
diſcharged their duties, ani have left your blow 
on your owne head; they can goe no furthm 
if you will not: the Groome 3 
the Steed unto watering as we ſay; if he will 
not drinke he cannot Helpe it; ſo they can't 
helpe it, your blood lies upon your o 
heads, they have diſcharged their dans 
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belted and how if 
am he anfwers, 


F 


be chart em my bub. Gen. 24.8; So 


| 2 how I they will not ? may we lay, nay 


if they will not, let chem chuſe, thou art 
cleare; the Lord hath ſworne us to preach, 
and teach, and exhort, and reprove, and in- 
vite you to grace; but if we doe fo, and you 
will not, we can't helpe it, your blood ir vn your 
owne bead; wee have diſcharged our oath and 
our duty, we would be glad that you would; 
but if now you will not, we have diſcharged 
our duties. Nay, | 

Secondly, if you will not, the Goſpel bath 
delivered its errand, yee are guilty of your owne 
everlaſting perdition ; the Goſpel hath delive- 
red its meſſage, and this is the meſſage, 
# hoſoever will, lei bim talę of the water 
of life freely, Rewelat. 22. 17. This meſſage 
hath been delivered to you often; 3s the laſt 
exbortation in ibe whole Bible : like one in the Note. 
evening of the market, he is even about to take 
downe his ſtanding ; I have told you my lo- 
welt price, if you will have it, take ir; if not, 
chafe, I muſt be gone. So this is the end of 
Gods booke ; as if he ſhould ſay, J am even a 
cloling up my booke, ſpeake quickly, if yee 
will,come, and welcome; but if not, I am gone. 
If yet you will not, you will not ſubmĩt; nay 


but you will have your laſts, and your ſto- 


mackes will not come downe, you will not 
ſtirre a jot beyond your painted civility and 


for- 
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ble then you have been, nor frequent ha, 
duties more then you have done: nor gg 
more holineſſe then you have done, the 
if Mill will bave will, Vill muſt winne me 
the Goſpel hath delivered its meſlage, 
Nay, . 7 
Third] „ if you will not; the blood of Feſus 
Chrift bath done that it came for: it came to ten» 
der you mercy pon very eaſie termes; to offer you. 
grace and pardon, and ſalvation and Heay 
and all upon very free coſt, If you had rather 
that ſinne ſhould be your maſter , then that 
Chriſt ſhould be your maſter ; if you will not 
hearken and obey, I ſay the blood of Chrift 
hath done that which it came for; and your 
foules ſpal know yee ſhall be worſe affered : you 
have knowledge of the truth, Chriſt hath of · 
fered you very faire, and you cannot but know 
it, and yet you will not ſubmit to it; aſſure 
your ſelves you ſhall be worſe offered : for 
next to your wil note , comes Chriſt leaving you 
deſolate. As Chriſt told Feruſalem, I would hu 
you wneld not; what followes? Behold your 
houſe is left unto you deſolate, Mat. 23. 37+ 38. 
So Chriſt would, and you would not; he 
he hath given you gracious offers, but you 
will not: therefore youmay look to he worſe 
offered, your ſoules to be deſolate. Nay, 
Fourthly, If yo will not, yee murder your omi 
wer; when a man hath murdred himſelfe, 
the Coroner comes and he does fit on him;and 
he enquires and he examines, and who. hath 
murs 
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this man? and when he findes that 


moichered 
it was himſelfe that did murther him, ſo he 
concludes, and that man is branded for mur- 
chering of himſelſe; ſo you murther your 

© .owne ſoules. The Jenes their ſaules were all 
murdred;well,when the Coroner ſate on them, 
he concluded they had murdred themſelves: 
O Iſrael thou baſt deſtroyed thy ſelfe, Hoſe. 13 9. 
en. So if the Coroner ſet on thee, its moſt certaine 
oa he ſhall finde thou haſt murdred thineowne 
ny fſelfez O what a company of you is there, 
her your ſoules are quite murdred ; one in one 
hat finne; another in another; who hath nmur- 
not dred theſe men? not God; he was ready to belpe 
ri them : not the Miniſter, he did uſe all meenes 
our to ſave them; he hath not been wanting to 
foul teach them and exhort them. No, your own 
of. ſelves have murdred your ſelves; you would be 
OWy carnall, and you would be proud, and yam would 
ure nr lie downe to the w: when the Coroner 

for fits on you, he muſt neceſſarily conclude, you 
* have murdred your ſelves; yonr owne wils 
„u have condemned you. 
yen You remember what exhortations we gave 
38. vou. As ever you regard merey to humble 
he your ſoules, we told you the firſt queſtions 

— Chriſt arker, is, if yee k willing, as he ask d 
che blind man, what wilt thou ? Lale. 18. 4.1. 

if thou beeſt not willing, heel never take thee 

in hand : the ſubjefts of the kingdome of grace 
— Chriſt will neyer come into 

a ſole, where his will may be affronted by a- l wm 
nother ; Keoven cannet beare two ſunnesr, nor one puis dun 

1 | Fear os ſels, 3 
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An awake A few words to you that ere the redeemed if 
ning hint, Lard, and ſo lle make a conclufion of 
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ſtand together. No, 'ifthywillbe contrary to 
Lett bid Will;wil be co dd 


if thy will be to do that which will offentl 


him , his Will will be to doe thar which will 
vex thee; If je will malle enntrary tome, I will al- 
ſowalke contraryto you, Levit. 2 6.23. 24. No, no 
your wils chey” du bow, or Chriſt wil noe 
take you in hand; the" wil i» tha general preſi 
poſition e all the :whole goſpel ©: the — 
the whole Goſpel is this, to deny a mans ſelſe 
and take up Chriſts eroſſe and ſo follow him; 


no ſee the wil is preſuppoſed as ready; if 
man wil come . — wo him deny fümſalf, 
cc. Lithe. 9. 23. nere a commandment of the 
goſpel, ne re a promiſe, ne te an one pallage 
but preſuppoſes the wil; Chriſt will not 
open his mouth except thy will be brought 
downe. = 


I pray God fmite home this poĩnt into 
bon ; for though your wils be camei 
and ſubdued in regard ofthe — — 
not ſtand out as they doe, neverth 
ſerve you this point: ther's many Cane: 

. ant 


| thy will bene crucif . 5 
and made agreeable to Chriſts, 'Chrift eannut 
well in thy heart; there would be two con 
trary wills in one heart; and this cannot he: 
if Chriſt: come; he will have theſe andtheſe 
juſts turned away, which thou wouldeſtfaine 
keepe ; he will have this done and that dons, 
and: thou wilt not: o contrary mill. amber 


88 
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in to our wils, here Ly hero onely doe wee 
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we might, nor walk ſo cloſe as we might; oh 
beloved theſe theſe ſame. wil nots doe us all the 
miſchigſe that ever is done us. For 


Firſt, Wee never ſinne againſt goſpel but onely Notes 


upon wil nots., indeed we ſinne againſt the law 
in every of our cannots., but we never ſinne a- 
inſt the Goſpel, but onely in our wil nots. 
he goppe! requires nothing of a believer, but 


that which it gives him, and therefore we ne- 


ver ſinne againſt the goſpel, but onely in bur 
wil nom this rhe = of the goſpel 24 715 
diy if any man will, Ihn. 7. 17. Oh then 
let us ſtirre up our ſelves, ſhall we ſinne againſt 
goſpel? and ſin againſt mercy ? 
Secondly, We can never diſpleaſe God but one: 
ly upon wil nets. | ſpeake onely upon Gods 
people; we can never ftaine our acceptance 
with God, but onely in our wil nots; though 
we cannot but ſinne in our prayers, but ſinne in 
our duties, but fin in every thing that we doe: 
yet this does not ſtaine our acceptance with 
God, nor blemiſh it one whit, when God bath 
our wills : for if there be a willing minde, it is 
accepted according to that which a man hath, and 
not according to that which a man bath not, 2 Cor. 
8: 12. But when God would have us mend 
this, and we will not; and reformethatand 
we will not ; we let ſeeurity and floth breake . 


diſ- 


- maythanke our one mils far. nus rooting u. We, 
doe not put our ſelves, forth ſo much as we 
might, nor labour in the Lord ſoſeriguſly as, 


„  Wilflliupenitency, © "OO 
deſpleaſe our good God, this is a maine thing 


to confider ; is there but one thing wherein b. 
we may diſpleaſe God, and ſhall we not take' Y E 
heed of that 9 8 — bi 

| Thirdly, 4 onſczence can never condemne s - 


but onely _=_ wil notr ; when a child of God 
ſinnes, and he cannot otherwiſe chooſe, his h. 
conſcience can never condemne him. A child 0 
of Gods cannots, be they never ſo many, nay | 
if they were millions more then they are, they | 74 
never binder ſincerity ; ſincerity is rooted one- | 
ly in the will, it is our wil not that is the breach o 
of fncerity, and therefore here onely the con- ca 
ſeience condemnes ; does our conſcience re- | Ot 
proach us in our wayes ? let us thanke our fo 
wil nots for this; have we little peace? it is } W 
becauſe of therebellim af our wil 20. Ah, ah, W. 
this is an infinite evill, for it hinders our com- fe 
forts, it hinders our boldneſſe of acceſſe to the bu 
throne of Gods grace, it hinders our pati- II 
ence, aud every good duty, this does ns in- ar 
finite hurt; it ſtabbes to the heart, and wounds O 
our very ſoule, when our conſcience affor- t 
deth little peace, O it hinders very grievouſſy; 
all this is long of our wil not-, becauſe wee 
will not be ſo carefull and fo circumſpect as 
— ä 8 
Fourthly, God can never be angry with ur 
Dy onely upon wil not; its true as long as 3 
man is not in Chriſt, all the ſcore ſtands, and 
God is angry for all; but God is angry for 
nothing bnt wil nets in bis children, as Nehe- 
miab ſaies of Gods people in Judah, they would 
h not 
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mt beare , therefire God gabe them up into the 
ef the people of the land, Nabem. 9.30. 


God is not angry with his people for cannots, 
but onely for their wil nots; it is for our wil- 
nots that God does not-ſo goe out with our 
Miniſters, nor ſo quicken his word to your 
hearts. It is for our wil nots that he threatens 
our land, and beginnes to abridge us of our ſpiri- 
tuall food , and ſbewes ominous ſignes of his de- 


parting away from is, and are wee not even ſicke 


to death for theſe Will nos; We complaine 
of cur deadneſſe, and what trow wee is the 


cauſe, but our wil nots? we complaine of 


our corruptions and of the leaneneſſe of our 
ſoules, and whom may we thanke, but our 
wil nots? we might grow more then we doe, 
what lets us, but our wil nots? What makes 
ſome of us 05 downe the winde? as weſay; 
e we will not ſtand on our guards. 
Theſe, theſe, brethren, theſe wil nots of ours; 
are the reaſon why God is provoked againſt ws. 
Olet us put forth our ſelves, and ſhake of 
theſe wil nots, leaſt angerbreake out, and 
there be no remedy; for ones crooked 
\ ſervant to be ſtubborne, it is but his 
kinde : but for ones childe to 
be ſtubborne, this an- 
gers the father 
indeed. 
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